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Determination of 17a-estradiol and 17f-estradiol in aquatic products by
QuEChERS combined with ultra performance liquid
chromatography-tandem mass spectrometry
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YANG Yue®, WU Ji-Zhou
(1. China Testing Holding Group Jingcheng Testing Co., Ltd., Guangzhou 511400, China; 2. China Testing Holding Group
Beijing Ecological Environmental Protection Technology Research Institute Co., Ltd., Beijing 100024, China)

ABSTRACT: Objective To establish a method for the determination of 17a-estradiol and 17-estradiol in aquatic
products by QuEChERS combined with ultra performance liquid chromatography-tandem mass spectrometry

(UPLC-MS/MS). Methods The sample was extracted with water-acetonitrile (2:8, V:V), purified with
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N-propylethylenediamine, C;3 and neutral alumina, blown to dryness with nitrogen, and then reconstituted with

water-acetonitrile (8:2, V:V). The sample solution was analyzed using water and acetonitrile (both containing

5 mmol/L ammonia) as mobile phase, separated by C;g chromatographic column, scanned and detected in

multiple reaction monitoring (MRM) mode, and quantified by external standard method. Results The

results showed that 17a-estradiol and 17f-estradiol showed a good linear relationship in the concentration ranges

of 5 to 200 pg/L, and the correlation coefficients were 0.9998 and 0.9985, respectively. The average recoveries at

three spiked concentration levels varied from 66.5% to 101.1% with relative standard deviations of 0.62% to 10.17%.

The limit of detection was 0.85-0.90 pg/kg, and the limit of quantitation was 2.1-2.4 pg/kg. Conclusion This

method is simple, fast, sensitive and accurate, suitable for qualitative and quantitative analysis of 17a-estradiol and

17p-estradiol in aquatic products such as fish, shrimp, crabs and shellfish.
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SR, MRS R, ST YLD IE R N W oF 1,
AL R 200, 2ok v K P 1 W 9 % T AL i AR 7
i FLARIE T Ak OE R E S 2 R E R, FRIRE M
TR, AILEM R TR L SER S RERE
R S BT

s il B S b B AR R KR, 25 BB 22 & A AT R
FE o B A 1988 AEALAE I Sh Wy iRl s A A KR, 1Y
FOVF p-ME B SRR . Z A K AT AR R IR S RHEY
H o TR MRS CRRMEE BLa 17420 ) LA RRIN I 25
IR 255 470/2009 5 2% il il 5 1) 25 51 25 S 241 W] (R
9)2024/860 HATHLE 174-ME BT fo V- AE s IR M
. HASELE O M B 7 T A 2 PR AS H
BERE CRRBE A /KA S AN . S8 e 78 3l
Wy rapRk b F A R A ol AR B B 2 BRI, T
P R SR B PR 0.12~3 pg/ke!®, R E W RLE 2002
ERAT 176 S5 15 &K SR i b (6 e —
WL . [, 76 ChA N RIS E LML AR AT B A
55250 %5 ) PASFHESRRSEC RN . W LSELEN . BER RS
KM E, £ GB 31650—2019 (&ML eEFErME &
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%, FHOKE SRR MR O, M
RIEAF B KA PAFEA R G E, TS
HERY L, FTRESBUKAAMIAMEM R E % w7
AUV v VA A v SR BRG] T M RO A AR, A
Sy B9 24.7 nglg W 14.2 nglg. DR vFSEEE 2 Gk
FER G 0.58~1.13 ng/kg (RME B,y U R €
R ERIR 124.1 pg/ke M T ®E . CHAFI 2R NG 11
HAG N 21 470 ng/kg 1Y) 4-HE I L MERCR BAT AR E T,
MELAREAR, "I LATESI A AR U RIIATE . Mk
BRI /K P B0 I8 2% T RE 22 i AR THI e A1 R e i, #L 2
LT I SRR S5 IR ) RS, T L 3X Se ) B A= IR
ik J8E 2 it W e A s g B O BRI IR R —Flok
an R R, RS, MERPEOL S, AR FLERAE
] A5 PRATE P ERCRAS N D 7%, X T IR B B it e R R R AR B
AR B E R X

451k, BATF R T LR T T MERCR 8 70 b
Ingere il kY A k! B Gk ]
M - Bk PP WA & - T 5 (liquid
chromatograph-mass spectrometry, LC-MS)P?* 214 | LC-MS
T AR S B 23 B L 432 RE 0 RIS MR RO RE i
ZE|TVZ R, FEE LC-MS A4 ik 2 Al LA E R i
Tt TEAL, ROIBETH TR . 75k, o AR T
2% HATMT K A%, LC-MS KK 7= 5 o gy e 34 22 75
BEAT BURE PR LA R SRR RO IR AR B TR . A SERI
PR AE B POR [ AR ZE T2 2 b 2 T ok, R
TIEEEHEFEN 2, HAls S AORE Al R S A HLV
FAT, BFENRAE RRTPR — R R S RePErE | A
SEAR HLERE A UF Y PR PR 7 . QUEChERS HifAb B )5 ¥ A
FER R AR PREE R AR 2R, H
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WA AR PR i, CARAR 2 A PR HLR AT, ©
ZT I N IR A PO R G I 4
B, W05 JE— 28 3R 00 TR OB (53 - B TS O ik
BN BLAC L (HLE A 38 ] QUEChERS Hif &b Hil 4
ARG 8 B RO AR (- HR IR B ok R E B R 17a-
WE AN 178-ME —BERIIFSE o AW 5T 38 12 QuEChERS Hij4h
FREE AR 558 v RO % - BRI N 4 A, A A
B RGI f6 R, B DLEEK SR 170-0E BRI 176-
WE By, AR KRR S AT AL PR AR, IR R LI
oIS A, AR Sk A I Dy G X K i S R A 4
%,

1 MR5ERE

1.1 #MR5E

CHE (g, T #E 2R AR A BRA R, &
KL TCARBREREE (A A al, T 0N 74 B RS 4 ik T H R A BRZA
wl); /e A oE B85 ik i (ostade-cylsilane, Cig). N-PN
3 2, — Mt (N-propylethylenediamine, PSA)( H [E Agela
Technologies /A H]); AR CRETEE R LIRS
PR D), 17a-0fE bR MES (LB 99.4%) . 176U AR
WERL (SE P 98.7%) (4 B T AG BHEE e fn A7 BR A vl ); 5256
KA, B
1.2 UE5EE

ACQUITY UPLC I-Class/Xevo TQ-S micro i & 5K
AH 0,73 58 1G¢ DU AR AT BTG 6 A . ACQUITY UPLC BEH
Cig M8 B3 FE (2.1 mmx100 mm, 1.7 um)(3E [H
Waters /A F]); puluerisettel14 1= iEHE 4y e/ (7648 L ok
I BRI A5 A BRA F); MIX-200 245 18 HETR A1 [Fh#hHLH
B (EHHA R R, KQ-300E AU A i e a (R il
LA RN F]); HC-3018R 2 38 R B WL L
B ERI B A R F); DC-24-RT R AN (5 2231 5
BB e A RS 7); BSA224S HL TR F-[KE & 0.0001 g,
LR BA AR AL A FR/A Al ]; CLXXXDIM2 4k
K g DR HE AR AL BRE AR (UK)AT IR BT WD
1.3 WA
1.3.1 ARfEERELH

FREL 17a-HE 825 174-MF “BEbR e 10.0 mg, &
F 10 mL Fabii, AW EEMIFE A EZ0E, FeRE
4 1.00 mg/mL, 0~4 °CYIRAE, T Z K- B
(8:2, V: V)M B B AR L
132 #Hemara#E

FRELS.0 g ¥R BORE BT 50 mL 38 DU R 206 B8 04
H, A 10.0 mL K-Z 8 (2:8, V:P), iR 1 min, #
A 30 min, WA 4 g JO/KBIEREE, WHE 1 min, UL

8000 r/min B.0> 5 min, B EHFRT 5 — R W I8 O
&, A 100 mg Cig. 300 mg PSA #l 200 mg FPiE AL
£8 %% 1 min, DL 8000 r/min #§.0> 5 min, B EIFRT
40 °CKBHFARET, A 1 mL K-ZJE@8:2, V:V), Wi
VEARARE, 1 0.22 um ffLJE e, AL,
133 o#r&#H

()AL 451

3k : ACQUITY UPLC BEH Cig 48 25 FE W AH (2541
(2.1 mmx100 mm, 1.7 um); FEif: 40 °C; #EAER: 10 pL; i
ZiAH: A AR 5 mmol/L ZUK I, B A4 5 mmol/L &
JKVEWE; W 0.25 mL/min; AR B FERE W35 1.

®1 BERRERF

Table 1 Gradient elution program

it 8] /min A K% B /%
0.00 20 80
1.00 60 40
2.00 60 40
3.00 80 20
3.50 90 10
6.50 90 10
7.00 20 80
8.00 20 80
Q)4

AL el U RIS L, AR 3.5 kV; B
FURIREE: 150 °C; #EFLRWRSRFE: 300 L/h; 4EFLHE:
45 V; BRI 900 L/ BUEFISIRE: 475 °C;
MRM Jrik: L3 2,

*2 RIERESY

Table 2 Mass spectrometry acquisition parameters

RENIT AT AT BEILL AERE

WiH
/min (m/z) (m/z) /V /V
17o-ME—BE 234 271.0 144.9% 1829 45 40, 40
178-M — . 2.49  271.0 144.9% 182.9 45 40, 40

EERE T

1.4 EEALE

i The MassLynx™ 4.1 {40 HrE, R WPS
12.1.0.21171 #47iIFR . LB, ALK FITEL 3 KK 6
AT

2 EREHR

21 REBERGMHK
170-WE B 174-WE — R H WU 544, Btz ),
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R A0 9 e AT SRR X — 8 1 o0 B AR, ASF5R
AT ACQUITY UPLC BEH Cig f434:(2.1 mm=100 mm,
1.7 um), ACQUITY UPLC HSS T3 {GiE(2.1 mmx100 mm,
1.8 um). ACQUITY UPLC BEH Cg ffif#1:(2.1 mmx100 mm,
1.7 pm) 3 FhEGEFER 2 28OR, Hd Cg (IS FE 4> 2501
PEF T3 @it Cs i, WIEEE Cg GigtfE oy
Breairt .

¥ R BRI AE AR R AR, X S AH 19 0 2
WAk, AR T K-ZE . K-ZEEIE 2 mmol/L
oK) IK-ZHEEIE 5 mmol/L ZK) JK-Z A5 E 10 mmol/L
FUK) IK-FEEEE 5 mmol/L Z0K)S RS 255 B85k
REIFEI, KBUK-Z S 5 mmol/L &0 it shAi it
IR B AR e N B h, IF HLAE S R R A5 B A0,
R A 5T K -2 B E 5 mmol/L &K )MWE M
IR

A - -
- 170- M — i © 17p-ME — i
S5 27151449 S 95 271>144.9
pEmy pEmy
i i
5 5
: :
O O
4\@—5 {iz -5
2300  2.400 2400 2.500 2.600
{4 83 Bt ) /min 1484 B ] /min
X X
295 271>1829 5 100 271>182.9
i b
E S
o %
iz =5 K
2300 2.400 = 2400 2.500 2.600
£ £5 15t [B] /min £ B3 Bst B8] /min
170~ —
= 95p 271>144.9
N
=
=
=
ul
@ 3 :
2300 2.400
{4 E5 1t 8] /min
X 951
ﬁ 271>182.9
=l
&
Jul
S == —
2300 2.400
{4 B4 15t 8] /min

2.2 FRIBFHML

170-ME — W25 174-ME —BEH NS [F] 70 S48 (GR 2),
Rk, ASBIFSE 3 3 P B R ) X4 o, b e R L A
WEFEIE A 7 B R 1 me/L 1Y) 17a-ME —FE15 175-H
A B WO RS T S A S AR R, X
PEAT AN, B AR T, U R e s
VORI | BT R O | LS R el B
JE KRG g et i, SRJG M BRI S WA T 1 8 T 1, 15
BRI A5 S, FFXE e AL FL T A — G50 Rl 48 B ek
FriiAl, SERRIERE B T B 3 bR Mk B 0K, LAl
JRSEILER 2. #5382 PISEGETTRE, 2SR
PRUE RN 2 AR A INAREY MRM % LA 1, 455 5
7, A3 AR A A VR R €3 P bR v ) o O
P 1] _E R LB S -4 0e, o A 45 SR 14 5 1k R R G
IEABFTER R 2 S B N 74 450

B 170 — % 17p8-HfE — %
< 95 271>1449 £ 95 271>144.9
= 2
o i
= o
& i
AEw[uI =5 oh s
= 2300  2.400 & 2400 2.500 2.600
4 83 Bt ] /min 1483 B[] /min
= B
2957 271>1829 8 95 271>182.9
i
2 :
i =
ul
iz 1 -5
2300  2.400 2400 2.500 2.600
- ER 15} 8] /miin A5 B3 i ] /min
. l7g-METEE
X g5 A 271>144.9
x
e
=
=
il
i“E S5t L I
2400 2.500 2.600
{4 B4 15t 8] /min
N
S 95
= 271>182.9
i
o
=
e
&

2.400 2.500 2.600
{5 B4 15t 8] /min

T AL A FREGD MRM A5 B AR MRM @35 C. 28 FIREM AR MRM 635 & .
Pl 2 RS ARUERBRORISS AR S OINFR I MRM. (4335 7]
Fig. MRM chromatograms of blank sample, standard solution and blank sample spiked
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2.3 EEUAFMML

K7 E EEA . BRI R R A ALY, A
170-Hff 1% 5 178-MF Z A2 R SR EGA R BE AT LA S50 s A
AR ] oK A 2 PR S . FARBUA A 2
i, PEEMZMR TR AAFEILER T 6 FhdRIUA R HEE .,
LW, 2. K-ZHE1:9, Vv, FE). /K- @2:8).
IK- N8 (3:7), 3% L SR B A ¥ e R R S b [l
R, FHEEN R R PRIACR . N BRIBOR i T ek B L5,
)V D B e v, TR U T ) YR e v 46 L i
AIRE R IR Z N i S 2B AR, 28 KA L)Y
IK-Z G B R AR LR IR 2 AR PR B 92, X4
P B 5 554 oA AR U T TERCR o

MIE 2 ATLAE , BICR R B s HEY o SRR i<
HEE<K-ZIEG:N<CIE<K-LIE(1:9)<K-2 i (2:8), iXAJ
A2 T K-S IE 2:8) %7K 7 i b 2 I DT TE SR e o
I, BHA S RMREUA NIRRT 2 5 E A A A MR
#, IR E S A EISCR . AT RE R SN — & LL A i 7K A
Al LA 2 G R, 45 2 oA —E K SR IR R
TG T HNFFRFA T %R, HE&LIK-ZIE
(2:)WENA B MIRBGA R . I AR IEFEK-2 N (2:8)
YER G S B iR BUA 7

120 - o 1701-1&'&:@
@ 17p-ME

100

80 |

B 4/%

60

40

20

0

P2 AT B B 5 %o [l e S 52 1) (n=3)

Fig.2 Effects of different extraction solvents on recoveries (n=3)

2.4 FRFML

B K S S TR A, A AT A il FH K - 206 (2:8)
VPR BOA R FE S TR EUS, 5 it — 5 3R BUR
HAk AT ML, QUEChERS i Ak FH s — st off I R 4 30 I
FERR A HLER . BR2E . AR % E BAr )i .
W UL MR EE 2 —-PSA . Cig. "IHEEIERZE, PSA
SRR, XFESR TR R . TR . AHLR . &
FRER A AT — 2 M . Crg B Bk,
XoF B 7 SRR AT W B FH v AU R R LA B R

A E Y. B IE TR = S B EE B AR B4y, AR 55
FWMARE R Lk 3 Flge b0 % B bR iR 1)
AN

Cg b BSCR AN P 3 7R o 24 Cog VN ITEE A 100 mg
150 mg i BRI EISCR IR T 80%, s A 100 mg
Il R AT, 3 100 mg 75 s FUBRZA TN,

120

oo 170-IfE —
—e 175-UfE B
100
o\\°
£ s}
Bl
60+
40 L

50 100 150 200 250
C, 45 4t /mg

3 AR Cog X0 ISR R B2 (n=3)

Fig.3 Effects of different amounts of C;s on recoveries (n=3)

B 4 R AREIG IR PSA LA TRk I S0 45
o FE 100~300 mg YW, 24 PSA RMIEIE KN, HirY
BEICRBEZ 3G K, IFAE PSA UGl 300 mg B 35 T,
BEJS T 46 T R, TR 645 300 mg 114 PSA B AU .

120 1 o---o 170-ff —iE
—e 17B-Iff — %
100
R
fg 80
=
60
40 : : : : :
100 200 300 400 500
PSAMHkFI i 4t

Bl 4 RN PSA X RIECRI ] (n=3)
Fig.4 Effects of different amounts of PSA on recoveries (n=3)

P& 5 XA [F] Fp PR SR AR SR A R A R B R A T R 5T, AN
5 F7R, AE 100~200 mg JEHEIN, H bR ESCREE AL
USRI T, ARG R p R BRI R, HAR
Pyl e R R, TRERE 200 mg 1A SRR 1
LSt . 25 LFTR, AR AR 100 mg Cg, 300 mg
PSA #1200 mg PR AL EtR . AR H AT
U AR Z B AL LA RE, B0 EMR-Lipid 14558 2L 5t
BERIEL, LA L AR DT R RS Ak
AR, FURTBIOIFFE AS (8 P st LA AR i F) WA B 70 2
A RLIR B BRI H A o
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120

oo 17q-ff — %
—e 17p-UfE %
100 |
§
Et 80
=
60 +
40— : : : -
100 200 300 400 500
Ak AR A S i /mg

s AR IE A o 40 Ab B0 [ 3R B R e (n=3)
Fig.5 Effects of different amounts of neutral alumina on
recoveries (n=3)

2.5 ZMSEESE TR

1 T M A A TR C B 5~200 pg/L R4 i
WP I bR oE I VA T B AL AT, el bRl g, AR R
WIAE 5~200 pg/L WY RTa ik N 170-HE B 5 178-
O O v 0 T B R R A R R . IR PR
SR 1148 Rt Hr a0 B BR A P 00 5 TR A ARG, 43 1)
PL 3 F5F1 10 f5(5 M L (S/N) IS Ak - i & VR R

®4 2 MUAYERBITN

Table 4 Evaluation of matrix effects of 2 kinds of compounds

JG 3L SR VG it B 9N
H b R 2k T 2k ‘%ﬁﬁ:
itk AR ik MR B/ %
BER ZH(r) BHR RZE(r)
170-ME B 80.908 0.9998 79.847  0.9997 -1.3

17p-ME & 119.59 0.9985 113.00  0.9993  -5.5

27 BIWERSHEZRE

e 11 Fhas FRER P iEAT 20 10, 30 pg/kg 3 K
SER AR EDBCSE S, B SRETARFRAN 1.3.2 Rk, FATIE 6
Wo TEARWFF LTI ST, 11 FoK™ 5 H 17a-ME —F
5 178-ME T EER EDSCR N 66.5%~101.1%, AHXTFRAE (w22
(relative standard deviation, RSD)A 0.62%~10.17%, FHIA
T A BT A AR B RIS 2 B, AT R AT A 17a- M
P 55 175- M Pt il R o AR IBRZS SR L 5.

Fz5 HmP 2 MLEYNEIYLES RSDs (n=6, %)

Table 5 Recoveries and RSDs of 2 kinds of compounds in the
samples (n=6, %)

BESL R 2 ug/kg 10 pg/kg 30 pg/kg
3 /T\ fan =N > +- _ T — e _ T HEA
ARGt BRANE PR, T4 R LA 3, 17a-WE —WEAN 175-0 7 Rk RSDs R RSDs IR RSDs
RS - .
BRI BRIy 0.85 nglke H110.90 pg/kg, PRI fij e 945 062 992 235 962  1.54
S H e 3
HFREE/INF 1.0 pg/kg, FIIAT : REERT . Tt 698 736 798 574 795 6.6
£3 2 MUAYMNEIESIE. BERYK. ZMEEM fii #a 93.6  9.67 101.1 631  98.1  7.89
FEH R HF 3 66.5  1.14 725 203 737 3.69
Table 3 Regression equations, correlation coefficients, linear I
ranges and limits of detection of 2 kinds of compounds RTAF 67.9 10.17 74.7 6.73 758 6.33
B O Zhhet P % AR 82.1 3.21 853 251 89.8 243
FH:/]?LI'@ EIEpE v TR R E R —
FHR®)  ugll) Nugke) Augke) SO 69.2 3.08 714 1.07 76.4  3.63
Vet —m  Y780908X= ) o006 5000 085 2.1 A 733 135 754 476 744 292
‘* 108.65 : : :
T 119.50kr 1% 7 94.2 148 949 407 99.0 3.21
VTBME—RE T 079 09985 5-200 090 2.4 BT 929 355 996 509 949 243
HE 83.1 413 869  8.02 86.7 3.48

2.6 EFRMMITMN

AR S BE A A, BRIV AR S FE AL B AR v 5t 2
WEUTIERE M . A AR AL, TS nT RBICIR IS BR B BN,
FE AR B ZE . O T AR IR ORI 25 R, T T
FEFRSATESY . 3% 4 IR, 1To-ME B 178-ME — BsL 5
BN BT FE-15%~15%Z 0], SEFUSUNV AN . IR L5 A
BT T B AR AT K A e i )37 28 - R €2 - o
B U 0 ) 35 3 1) L AN (D L. 20%~40%), 4SBT
FEAK ™ il T ) B T A8 A A AR, R A 41
HIZHAR, T QUEChERS J5 B3 7K 72 i v e — s shi] %
{14 5 M) 5 2 R 5 00 1 0 2 e R ) R A B
Fe—3, B ULAEFIT R F K - 2056 (8:2) 1 VLT il s 1A b 2k
VTR, T 448 G O Ak 3R ) o0 AT A3 BT A

2.8 SEPReEmAT

WRIEAIF 5T G S A8 i, A o 5 il | B
., BEESE 11 ADKP= R TR . S5 R, 11 MRS R
YRR 17a-HE —FES 174-H —FE5RH

3 &

AWFFE ST T QUEChERS-H i ROBUHH €33 - 3 B i
BEM IR B DU S 17a-E B 175-ME
BRI, FEL LR 254, 17o-ME ZFES 178-0E —FF
75 Cig MREFAM B S, 16 MRM 50 F EA 7 M f e i 4y
Bro AJrik 2 Fh BErK BRI/ T 1.0 ng/ke, FLBETE
60 min N5ERFEMTTANBIRAR, AT BAPLIER D, H
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