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KOF, e, ReLK, & b
(MU KRR TARE S TRRSERE, WER 610065)

W E: BM IR — 3T A B A) R R R JE 1] 3CEE & )3 4] (clustered regularly interspaced short
palindromic repeats, CRISPR)#fl CRISPR #H¢# F1 13a (CRISPR-associated protein 13a, Casl3a)Zil i 1)
CRISPR-Cas13a PRig . R E A E IR BUEMR T AR . 755 FIA] CRISPR-Casl3a $EA H4E5 PHU Al
FSCRRHE, [RES BT X R RNA 288 (i U A ER IR, Sl — M RNA 43 F#06 £ Casl3a, 2
A DIEN N R Y RNA (558 70 F IO GG 577 A, R THE S HORREE, M 52 B9 J5AA 1
RPN, 8ER 2R B RNA BA: HBR 4351k 800 copies/mL 1 18.7 pmol/L, &M% 4% i
[ P9 58 U i RNA AU, ] B 6B 6% o5 6 DX 20 AN R 05 S 0 26 0 o 000 50 6 IR 93 35 (severe acute respiratory
syndrome coronavirus 2, SARS-CoV-2) & J% B 15 Y& 19 & &b £ 28 B 50 B /R, 7 3000 % 19 [] i % 7
89.71%~102.56%. £ AMFFIRMET Pl . 255 HARVER A & 5 a3 R A s sl ik, B
BT AR o IR A AR XU R AR A ) M ELAT W A I AN

KIBIA): IEGA Yy, PRI R U R B SCE R AIAHSCEE A 13a; Sy ISR, s ahEse

Amplification-free molecular detection of pathogenic microbial contamination
in food packaging based on tandem CRISPR-Cas13a

ZHANG Yong, HUA Di-Ming, DENG Rui-Jie, GAO Hong"

(College of Biomass Science and Engineering, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610065, China)

ABSTRACT: Objective To develop a rapid and sensitive detection technology for pathogenic microorganisms in
food packaging based on the clustered regularly interspaced short palindromic repeats (CRISPR) and
CRISPR-associated protein 13a (Casl3a) system. Methods The method leveraged the specific recognition and
signal amplification characteristics of the CRISPR-Cas13a technology. Multiple guide RNAs were designed to target
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different sites on pathogenic RNA, enabling a single RNA molecule to activate multiple Casl3a enzymes
simultaneously. This cascade triggered trans-cleavage of RNA reporter molecules in the reaction mixture,
generating a detectable fluorescent signal. The tandem design synergistically enhanced signal amplification
efficiency, thereby improving detection sensitivity. Results The limits of detection of this method for pathogenic
and RNA were 800 copies/mL and 18.7 pmol/L, respectively, and the detection could be completed in a short time,
accurately distinguishing different pathogens. Testing food packaging samples contaminated with severe acute
respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) pseudvirus showed recovery rates ranging from 89.71% to
102.56%. Conclusion This study presents a rapid, cost-effective and easy-to-operate method for detecting
pathogenic microbial contamination on food packaging surfaces, indicating high accuracy, offering potential
application value for monitoring microbial risks in foodborne transmission pathways.

KEY WORDS: pathogenic microorganisms; clustered regularly interspaced short palindromic repeats-associated

protein 13a; amplification-free detection; food packaging; food safety
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TR BALRE R, FTREAEISH . AR Bt R s
Qe Aade, MR 2 i fe ety s Bt Y . 13 it
SEIRIE AR SRR M0 B R R B 2 G, SR T
PO NE S St/ W ¢ A R B O R s S et TR U L A
CL ARSI 00 Gl A W, T S AN U A T 53 0 e IR LA
BUU1OL 3 g Zi R AR v S A vk 5 AR, AL
SR, AR TR e BT S
X i 2 AR SR I AN BT g, T A 28 A A DU £ A
e VB P T Y ) A R A e 1 P 1
I, JBUITE I R R, 2T HARAE T A I+
A, DUBH R SR 22 T

A% TR A ) A PR JHE vy R B R S, 2 1 D
TP 5L RA < Gbr a2 IR (3 A2 R G U 45 3
e - B 5 B 5E SV (reverse  transcription-polymerase chain
reaction, RT-PCR)ZX 45T 3% i A (WA T S5 1R P18 ok
R ISR AR RNA, I 2545 SN 21 W DN R 790 I A
P PR OBRI, A A% RGN B AR AR PR B RE AR T
FRATSTET I —SE PR — 7T, AR G Jr g MO T 5 2% 4
A A B 3 AR B0 o, ik PR T AR B IR R BRI
T TZ N 3 — 5T, 30 S D R A e 1R 2R RS
TG YRR A, ey A AL AT AT S
VLA R P PREEARAS B, 5 M L S Pt A =y R SRS A
W, JEHR AN SR P B AR L R 12

AR, B (8] IR AR A 4[] SC B &2 )T 41 (clustered
regularly interspaced short palindromic repeats, CRISPR)#I
CRISPR #H2&#E F(CRISPR-associated protein, Cas)ZH i H)

CRISPR-Cas ZR ¢ A0 FH & 35 42 i 1 A% BRAG I ) 28 41 A
RO AR RIE CRISPR-Cas13a #5 K, T BEW] AEi
EA R RNA ARG G S, SEIR I
A Wy B G I BT 5 4L By RT-PCR 5 35 M He,
CRISPR-Cas13a HARFA w1 R BUEFFE 2k, IFHA
WA T AT AL TR, BEAR T 4R A X B R A2,
BRI, /X4 CRISPR-Cas13a RELFELFI N EHIGEZ
PEJE, (U BT 25 T o — SRR ARG, X T4 24k
A Hp ) Z2 BRI AN SRR AE— i SR BRE Y R
ABFFEHT CRISPR-Cas13a $5 AR 1 SRS AN SO,
TFE T —FMICTHE IR A28k CRISPR-Cas13a J5ik,
FAF SO B A p R I E TS e, o B
4 RS W s B AIE T8 AR o RS A R R

1 RS

L1 #E5RF

Casl3a JFki(#172488, 5[ Addgene 2\ /)); LB kS
. TERIMBE(dithiothreitol, DTT)., FHPEZE . AEZE. &
NHE-B-D-HA 2 F B (isopropyl f-D-1-thiogalactopyranoside,
IPTG)[4r#rali, A= T A TAR (L) B A BRA F ], A%
7K (double distilled water, ddH,O)(4#r4li, 3 [EFET /A H]);
PCR TR [/ Hrafl, RS (R EYRHEA R
NaCl, KCl., 4-¥2 2 HENRIE £ 2 (n-2-hydroxyethylpiperazine-
n-2-ethane sulfonic acid, HEPES), BKME. Him(sr#ral, 3£
[E Sigma /vH]); T7 RNA RAEWEQ20 U/uL). B =Bk
(nucleoside triphosphate, NTP){R&4(25 mmol/L)(3E [E %%
BRRHLR B 2 7]); R EEAE AL BRI (MFSP-CoV2-10, b
HRG YR AR F]); Us reporter[ 734k, J351:
FAM-5-UUUUU-3’-BHQ1), %44 l*%(j(]i)ﬁﬁﬁé}ﬁ]]o

FTF crRNA RSN SR DNA BEAR G A 2R 44 172
IR BE IR AW, HrhsI Y sIE LR 1.
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#F 1 FT crRNA 5% RE) DNA #R1R 5149551

Table 1 DNA template primer sequence for in vitro transcription of crRNA

514

F51(5°-3%)

T7 promoter

TAATACGACTCACTATAGGG

crRNA1-DNA ACGTTTGGTGGACCCTCAGAGTTTTAGTCCCCTTCATTTTTGGGGTGGTCTACCCTATAGTGAGTCGTATTA
crRNA2-DNA TAACCAGAATGGAGAACGCAGTTTTAGTCCCCTTCATTTTTGGGGTGGTCTACCCTATAGTGAGTCGTATTA
crRNA3-DNA GATCAAAACAACGTCGGCCCGTTTTAGTCCCCTTCATTTTTGGGGTGGTCTACCCTATAGTGAGTCGTATTA
crRNA4-DNA TGCGTCTTGGTTCACCGCTCGTTTTAGTCCCCTTCATTTTTGGGGTGGTCTACCCTATAGTGAGTCGTATTA
crRNAS-DNA GACCTTAAATTCCCTCGAGGGTTTTAGTCCCCTTCATTTTTGGGGTGGTCTACCCTATAGTGAGTCGTATTA
crRNA6-DNA TAGCAGTCCAGATGACCAAAGTTTTAGTCCCCTTCATTTTTGGGGTGGTCTACCCTATAGTGAGTCGTATTA
crRNA7-DNA TACCAGACGAATTCGTGGTGGTTTTAGTCCCCTTCATTTTTGGGGTGGTCTACCCTATAGTGAGTCGTATTA
crRNAS-DNA GAAAGATCTCAGTCCAAGATGTTTTAGTCCCCTTCATTTTTGGGGTGGTCTACCCTATAGTGAGTCGTATTA
crRNA9-DNA TAGGAACTGGGCCAGAAGCTGTTTTAGTCCCCTTCATTTTTGGGGTGGTCTACCCTATAGTGAGTCGTATTA
crRNA10-DNA TCATATGGGTTGCAACTGAGGTTTTAGTCCCCTTCATTTTTGGGGTGGTCTACCCTATAGTGAGTCGTATTA

1.2 ®ESMNE

ProFlex 8 i W% & 1% (3 & %8 Bk Gt /R BH B 2 |l);
ZQZY-AF8 KM &N & RIEG R I (i mE I a
RS Hl); CLSR R8BI VR B DL s WL RS A
FRAF]); SCIENTZ-IID 75 I 4 B i AL (T 47 2 A1)

B E BE T 2 A PR 2N 7)), HiTrap Ni-NTA #: (3 E GE
Healthcare 24 F]); 50 kDa it 1§ %% & (3% [E MILLIPORE A H]);
Unique AutoPure £ 4 b GN IEE W& RERL B A BRA
F]); Synergy HI1 2 MFLAREEAL . Take3 B4 (3
BioTek /A #l)o

1.3 XWHE
1.3.1 Eaeykiksi

#; Casl3a JFkif% 1k 2 TSsetta DE3 B2 4, JIf
BERNE LB R 3, T 37 °CIR B HE 3% . 2415554 600 nm
WK Ak B9 56 % B (optical density at 600 nm wavelength,
ODyg)is #] 0.6~0.8 J&, JIAZLHKEE N 500 umol/L () IPTG
DB REARE. BRE, BERRERIKE 16 °C, 4k
Bi g% 16 ho WSARTE S5 A 20, 24 2% W (50 mmol/L
HEPES, pH 7.0, 500 mmol/L KCI, 10%H )T & 3+ 24 20
i B B P HIAE 4 °C 10000 r/min 2544 F 5.0 30 min, I
£ FISW . ¥ FIEWS HiTrap Ni-NTA #:F 16 °CFIEH
30 min J&i, FI% 1 mol/L KCI & 25 mmol/L WkE f) S 2% vh
RS 3R BE)S, 8L PKmeAf A (50,200,200 ,500 mmol/L)
VEMEAE 1, RIS RUE R . BRI & R R R &
50 kDa HBIEHEBEWAE 1 mL LIN. KR Unique
AutoPure & 1AL RS, W W4 5 i 2R r B U b
PR 5 1 S8 b Aoy 1 O AR R AT i — 2P alide . fe2e,
Synergy H1 2GHMALIRIEEUY & Take3 B4 S H
W .

1.3.2 crRNA #4948 %

¥ 4 uL DNA 4% (10 umol/L), 4 uL T7 promoter
(10 pmol/L). 4 pL T7 RNA B4 W2 k1 25.5 uL H,0
RA, T 90 °CiB2K 5 min J5, EZER T V4 30 min. [1]
TR A Y RN 0.5 uL T7 RNA E 4§20 U/ul)
2 puL NTP RS W (B FAZ TR IRIEI AL T =B R . 5
MENSAZ T — WL . W W W A T = WO TR T DR R E A% T =
BRI EE XS 10 mmol/L), 1E 37 °C'F ik % LAFKAR
crRNA (56577 fe 2l Synergy H1 & Take3 B4l
7 crRNA ¥,
1.3.3  ¥24% RNA 6940

H I EEAE A REOR MR A P 2 . RNA SR,
BGE RSN SRS RNA FEE K 40 uL S ik 2 A TR
A4 RNA K6, Horhfud5: 4 uL #0945 RNA #:4h . 4 ul Us
reporter (4 pumol/L). 4 pL crRNA (10 puL). 0.2 uL LbuCasl3a
(10 umol/L), 4 pL 10xCas13a ZZ# . 20 mmol/L HEPES (pH
6.8). 50 mmol/L KCI, 5 mmol/L MgCl,. 100 pg/mL 2 Ifi.3%
145 [ (bovine serum albumin, BSA). 0.01%¥ 2 —FEH-
FEH LR (Igepal CA630).2% (V/VyH . LA & 23.8 uL H,0.
IREWITE 37 °CIFE 30 min J&, BFRIEA T LI
D95 S A= 90 RNA G 553 BTt F Synergy HI, U
K 480 nm, A SHIKTERIE E N 510~600 nm.
1.3.4 45 5ratat A mliX

N T Uy o TR RNALHT R EDIR I 7 N JE A
(severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 n gene,
SARS-CoV-2 N gene) AN Fr 1, B4 T8 BRI 7
E JE[H (severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 e gene,
SARS-CoV-2 E gene), "FARFMFIRLEAMEERFE N JLH
(middle east respiratory syndrome n gene, MERS N gene)fl#%
WiAZ PR P (ribonuclease P, Rnase P)YEN T3 5 4R RNA
Rt GRS FE I o RPN R 4 1 3 VR,
4351k 20, 50, 100 pmol/L. 9GNS I8 1.3.3 £,
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1.3.5 A 5% 6 AR5 P AR 2 hm AR =R A i)

TEE A R (HAR L 3 cm A X IB)IBHIE 200 L &
500, 1000, 2000 F11 5000 copies SARS-CoV-2 B TE Y%
&, 4l SARS-CoV-2 JRBEMIT5 Y. WM 300 uL ik
e U SEFRE Y SARS-CoV-2 1B 7E, FEJEHIH
FREEFE A BRI AL RNA, FIFREARFHEER) SARS-CoV-2
TR EE VAR B R RS B S RIS RNA . 3200
KA RNA #18 1.3.3 2RO, FF1155 RNA WREE,
N5 FAS D7 DA I e A5 SO FER R RNA R B BR L XG R BLACUR
JNAFERR RNA WREE, DTSRI [T 3
14 BUELIE

AR XA R ELME 3 K, RH
Microsoft Excel 2019 X {41147 45040 A Bz - 35 (B F1BR VE I
Z2EEA s E, R OriginPro 8.0 Fll Microsoft Power Point
2019 3P HAT4 A

2 HERE5HR

2.1 @Bt CRISPR-Casl3a #5NE/EMEYRIER
E

AGFSEFIHT CRISPR-Casl3a RSMH: SN 515
SRR, R RNA 2805 50 0 R Icis i, SeBl
X B4R RNA 5 RO, A s an &l 1 iR, Casl3a
1T crRNA $7 53455 §0Fr RNA P51, #0E Casl3a 9%
R BES PE, UEY)EIA R A RNA (5 507, SE0k
HAF S IR, A5 55 7 RO RS oK
FHRE R RNA T, X BEf 5o F 7 A Bl I Bsf
R O0ME 5 Casl3a 7E5 orRNA BCXT, FR5HH1R5
HAR RNA J7, HAZ RIS M s, dmi bl &5 5 o
o SRR, 050 TS S RS A A R S
] A BE B8 23 R AR AL, SBECOUE S IR, X RGN
OAHHE T 285 BB #1048 RNA 2 TAE7ERE, £
A~ Cas13a # [ BTG, X 30— RS DI # RO,
BETOR T OAF 5 MR . P SO0 B 2 RN AT R
TR A R, T AR B AU A SRR RNA 43T
M7ESERR RNA SR IIE LT, i+ REDIHE, 260
SRR YRS ST, DT T AR ) A S5 v A o
Pho SEECERM, (SO E R LR 4.3, WRA 10
AN B, FEEELIRTEE 1007, E T 280 S ST
A5 SR AN S ARG v ) S 25 I A
22 TWRHERUERNEES

B} E Ik CRISPR-Cas13a il i 5685514, 456107
SUEC Cas13a WREE A S5 0 T IOWR BE B AE R4 T T
Rt WEIE LB, SEINZE A O EUE R T AR
RNA FLERT PGS, MAEREAR RNA BRGHT, 296(E
SILF LW AN 2A). BEE LA O S RN,

B RNA MRS LN 4.3 ETHE 9.1, SRif, T84
ISR BN TS B 2R 5L 5 crRNA, 3 E0R6 il A
WERT . A ER MO S AR R, R&%EFE 10 4
PLE T HERR RNA R, 7Effk Cas13a MREERS, @A
[Fi) e A6 32 1) Cas13a 25 O AT B AR RNA #E4 7R U (4 &l 2B)
SRR, Y Casl3a ¥e/E N 100 nmol/L I, {50 ik F i
KA, BRI RG50S0 T A R
RO S 00 45 L 1Y) S AR DR 3 i LA 5 FP 2k J4(100, 200
400, 800, 1000 nmolV/L)Wf5 54T, K YES WA
S FUSEN 400 nmol/L I, REME™ A f5 i A5 -5 Wi 0L (4
Kl 2C), HIL, FELA 5 B R BEERR NIRRT T, &
Z3EPE 400 nmol/L M5 5145 4 F1E M e ik B .

T fue
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Fig.1 Schematic diagram of the principle of tandem CRISPR-Cas13a

for detecting target RNA and the graph of fluorescence
signal-to-noise ratio
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ARSI AT, SR S [ B8 ZR vk B2 6 JEE 1 S A
RNA FRUERR O, 1.10,20.30, 40,60, 80 1 100 pmol/L),
HEST T T AR RNA GE =T bR it 2k . &l 3A PR,
BEZ¥OAR RNA WREEROIE NN, DELR B A 08, 7E bR
RNA ¥RFEA 20~80 pmol/L FITEHEI AN, 7¢)658E 55 r
RNA MEEHBIFMLE LR, ifEmE TR
Y=196.05X-2215.2, 1°=0.9953, i X F1 v 5t & #04x
RNA W EMZENERE . 2315, K HFR(limit of detection,
LOD)# 18.7 pmolV/L(UIE 3B). A T #E— Mk 05
SEERAGIAE F7, fdi A SARS-CoV-2 MREEEM) RNA $2HL
W AN 3C i, 5AREIN SARS-CoV-2 IR FEAY 1 541
FHEE, SARS-CoV-2 B 5V %4 800 copies/mL [ 3E K 4H
TN T W22 5 o R B I OL T R4 R A=
HYURIAH ST WL AT T SARS-CoV-2 LOD 5K (1000
copies/mL A7), FIREERFKI, 7 il A —Fh R
AR RNA E /0 TR ([T RNE, A0
Bl — R R B W B AT SE ACELER RNA BIASI, TG
T BB B AR . NI, 7 R R B R R
3 We I e JR 3L T ) 4 i R AT 55 o
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Fig.2 Optimization of experimental conditions and analysis of reaction efficiency (n=3)
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Fig.3 Effects of different concentrations of target on fluorescence response (1n=3)
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PLJ% SARS-CoV-2 #ZBR KN () N N2 Rnase P AR
SEg, IR T AE 3 FOAS[EIHEE(20. 50, 100 pmol/L) T i)
TG N 3R B, DA IE— 25 PP A AR 0 3 B B T M A
Jo SEBREETRANE 4 Fiw, EAHRWRE 44T, 58 RNA
(SARS-CoV-2 N gene)5| {2 FRHIEZEOGAE 5 i 2 1w T HAth
T T BTG . KT, X F SARS-CoV-2
E gene i, HASUIESAR{0IR S BB T MERS N
gene N2 Rnase P (%G M AR, T P05 m g8 20m il
XRW, A RS R X 48k RNA 5 A TR,
Jre B R R SRR I BE T o BRAh, R TR S
HUFR RNA W55 528 T00R 32 Bl 25 v 2 i 3y 22 30 R
IR IEAR S, T 5 B 05 5 AR Ab i BE TG B B R
SRR B X — 4 TRV O R B, A T A
RNA HAT sl B R et o IR, X dalf— 25 e B
J7 RAEAT M A2 2= SR O T ELA T2 B B Y T

RNAVEJE/(pmol/L)
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Fig.4 Effects of different RNA on fluorescence response of
detection system (n=3)
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SEBREEAS Y IR B SLG  AE B A 0L SR WG 5 AN [k
J& SARS-CoV-2 BSRBE MR, & kA a5 i Ve S vh

W ISR FEREAS, JE45 4 RNA HEIUHIZE JER I HET T [l i
HWH SRR 5 FR) B, ARITEIEA R
TR [ s 2 R 89.71%~102.56%, iFH T e 5 4¢
PRIEREAR P EIAR RNA A A sk e Sl Stk . [RIE, A%
Dk HA R HGE | TCRAZRRY B HHRE R A S 3, i
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Fig.5 Recovery test results of recovery test results of false virus
labels on food packaging on food packaging (n=3)

3 Fw5itie

25 F TR, AWFFEHEET CRISPR-Casl3a FiAR 45 5
PERAR BRGSO AR, W& T —Fh CT %R
PR 2 A~ BE CRISPR-Casl13a Jrik, JH Tt & 5
A% P R R E DTS 4 . R RA LU IE R (D3ME
fal i, JCTT REERY HE, A A IR R G e, RS e ek e
8] PN SE ARG I 5 (2)a 3k R BRI B IR AR SRR,

H.% 75 R % (LOD 4 800 copies/mL)FI e, wIHEM
XA A, Q)RIHZEONME S, o & 444X
AR AT E A, BRAL T AR AR AR (4) IRl R A
89.71%~102.56%2 8], BiiE T %7 k1 22 & fh il e pp AR
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B b FH AT SR TR — 2 R BRI o 700, R AL TUAL B 3 AR v
T B IOR FUE PR RNA, 13—k 72 1] B 5 i 46 i A
oA as g o FLR, o S AN R U T RE 2 B RE AR 240
RNA Ff ok HA AN R 28 B2 00, DTRTSE i e 2 45 SR Y
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BRI AR I 2 i SR IROR, [RIBE Z R RS 55 1F 30
WEIZ 7 1k 1R e MR A] S

AHIFGE N B it A 28 08 SR A 0 1 PR AG AR T —
Fhmsk . SRR rRikns, BAT 2N T Rl EEs
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