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Establishment of Knockout Mutants for OSCA Family Members and
Drought Tolerance Research in Tomato
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Abstract: Drought is one of the most serious abiotic stresses to land plants. Environmental water deficiency triggers an
osmotic stress signaling cascade. OSCA1 was described as a hyperosmolarity-gated calcium-permeable channel and its
function in osmosensing in plants, homologues of OSCA genes are found throughout eukaryotes. Water is crucial to
plant growth and development. As one of the primary horticulture commodities, tomato plays an important role in
vegetable research. To enhance the survival and yield of tomatoes in drought conditions, it is essential to thoroughly
study the function of SOSCA genes and their drought-resistant mechanisms. Based on reverse genetics, we selected
SOSCA1.1/1.2/1.6/2.3/3.1 as our target genes through bioinformatics analysis, the slosca mutant of tomato was made by
CRISPR/cas9-mediated gene editing directly in AC (Ailsa Craig). To explore the role of tomato SIOSCA protein family
members in the response to osmotic stress. Here, we found impaired guard cell osmotic stress signaling and attenuated
plant responses to osmotic stress in slosca3.1/1.1 plants, impaired osmotic stress signaling and attenuated plant re-
sponses to osmotic stress in sloscal.6/1.2/2.3 plants, the sloscal.6/1.2/2.3 plants showed lower water use efficiency and
poorer drought resistance, there is genetic redundancy in OSCA. In this study, slosca mutants were constructed and then
the physiological phenotypes of the mutants were investigated, which revealed that multiple genes of the SIOSCA fam-
ily cooperatively regulate responses to osmotic stress, this study provides a reference for subsequent analysis of the
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biological functions of OSCA gene family under different stress conditions and different physiological processes.
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OSCA1 f %5 15 4> OSCA ZFIEM 51, AtOSCA1.2
I AtOSCAL.1 HAA m RIEM:, &8 75 T 3800 )
T E A P AtOSCAL.3 Hl AtOSCAL.7 1Y
VEFH L7600 AR 26 20 A0 (PAMP ) fillk (195
Lty O, AtOSCA2.1 Fil AtOSCA2.2 &
FALB LY OSCAT fE W — MBI B 5
RZ A, CIEZMAY h % OSCA #H,
RIFE A AR (11 ) R (12 3 ),
A(16 M), g (13 ANERE ), EK (12
AL ), Rl (35 AN, HA (21 43
) MESEM (22 AR ) 80 Ry ki
OSCA 3 [N ZEAFAL Y A R Bl (1 K 5 TN 3
MHREEM, IEX 12 4 OSCA &
ZmOSCA4.1 Xt T 5 i A e pit'e, (= H A b
KU OSCA KK R 5 (D REAT 2801 . sbsh, H
A% X FHKA OSCA FIERL 5 A P RE MY
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FomE—MEENZFEY, HAERKREES
(S var $vid S Iah-A I =W /1 9 N
PRI, A5 2 7ot A o] Wi 107 328 35 a0 EL A H B S
OSCA TEAE Y)W 1 395358 W38 A5 5 38 % h R 53
HEMER, H OSCA HEHAZWGM A Z A ETIRE
U4 A AL I F T B, v IR
A% SIOSCA DAL 8. a3 e fm] & 5 i A= 71
YEH . S THRZRFEA SIOSCA S5 G A2 75 W 17
BB, ARG A SOSCA TEM A
Ry Fik i, FH] CRISPR/Cas9 it PR g 5 AR 1%
113 i SOSCA3.1/1.1/1.6/1.2/2.3 ZILFH @il , IF
3 o X 2 A AR AT 440 L 7K ST K e K ST 1 35 35 i
HALHE, IR A Rk r) SOSCA3.1/1.1 FiI
SOSCAL.6/1.2/2.3 KBRS 5 F x5 & WA
(AW o7 3o i o AR AT A i SR AIF 5T il SIOSCA
FWER YA e B g Feml, i a3 N TR A
PRSP R T R RS %

1 #MRER=E

1.1 ##

1.1l HHHF AR HE AR F G Ailsa
Craig ( AC ) HBIEAL K27 RERE 2 IR B F it
AL E BT ER . FAEKRAELI 16 h/EERE
8h, HK 26 C/&IE] 18 C, FHXFIEE 50%~60%
MANTHEREREPAK,

1.1.2 Ak, BHREKAEM  KIHFFE DHSa,
RAFH GV3101, KOD &/ Bl 50 [ it e e AL
YR R ARA T ; PGR WM. pTX041 ik
FRL A Gate8 Juhr iH ) g ARl KAy RE AR & T S 4%
Zift; Bsal 1 T4 DNA ligase 2504 [ 41 5548 2E
YR (dest) ARRA R ; IHALEE . MES., CaCl,,
KCl. C4H;NO;. PEG 6000, Trizma. JiAH I
R B B A mR =R A RA R ; MS # .
84 JHEEML . IBA. TKZE. FIBEHR. REIT.
WIEEL . BRI E . 2,4-D. A5, FIRE. 5N
B CBESEIE H G A ]

12 Ak

1.2.1 %3 OSCA A FH Rkt A iz BF o 1
W) BE FE 1 8CHE S ( https://aramemnon.botanik.
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uni-koeln.de/index.ep ) [WHIRIST OSCA FEH K%
WS AR OSCA i B 45 Ry
BTk S il OSCA ZKIGHE . T 83l OSCA
F T3 A T OSCA & T4, il MEGA &
EHEATIF A LT, M RG LB R, R AL
AT BB AR o 383 https:/bar.utoronto.ca/eplant
tomato/ [ 3 Tl I 2 it OSCA SR 5L PR 7 AN [R) 4141
BRIk EE, 408 SIOSCA 7E Heinz F1 M82
AR AR SRR E DR Rk E S A
[FAZUR R R LU, SEBEm A 3Rk s SO 5 A
St LA 1 SR U S it — 25 R 4

1.2.2 SOSCA# B CRISPR/Cas9 s th Bk #  #|
FI CRISPR/Cas9 #4 # X3 A i i ( SOSCA3.1/
1.1) A1 3 FEHFiRR ( SOSCAL.6/1.2/2.3) AR,
TE http://crispr.hzau.edu.cn/CRISPR2/ W v |- DL+
R RT 50%, WidEE/N T 50% K ik S5 A AE AT
P Xk SIOSCA HLN HEA7 5, 4 Hbs
LR 2 AT . 28 XTE 250 %2 5L 8 g 48
g5 3k, A OB 3 R B R =3 R BR
sgRNA-tRNA ik & i i Golden-Gate ZH 257744
sgRNA-tRNA % ik & 2% 3| CRISPR/Cas9 —JG#K
& pTX041 LR B RBREMAFE A GV3101 AT
BR ML AC B A, Rl LR i 2
Ji FRIREE R AT AR e, FRAS i JE DA R .
123 SOSCA AR sirhratktitkeyow  NFE
SEDURE AR T BT BB B B, SREUE N 4] DNAL R
Py A B TR SRS W), AR DNA
WIHLIEFT PCR 974, Sanger M 7> %8 58§ p5 07 B
DAL 2 705 40 4 2, A A58 8 PO AR S BH PR AT PR T o
Ty Fl T AR ARAT A 34 T S e 0 5 AR 2 Al
Il 4 ST 19 Cas9-F Fil Cas9-R #E4T PCR 4
B, WFERLH DUEF AR R DNA ik, #H PCR 7=
Yt AT R LK, TR RN 1 Cas9 FEH Y 4l A 58
AR

124 RImi5EMORIER AR 5 1
TN KA 4~6 F EIEF, Bhm A R s
2~4 it e, #iGZM R R R T ARSI
# (100 pmol/L CaCl,, 5 mmol/L KCI, 10 mmol/L
MES-Tris, pH 6.15 ) FYFLE 1, F 250 pmol/(m’-s)
sOLIRTFE R 2.5 h, fEMRE LIS SIT
T&, A% R 5] B 08 BB R A RS
TEMAFLZE RN A 250 mmol/L 1AL v ik Ak 3 i
R 3 min, f AR R 5] 8 580 BB H B AL B
Ja R B EIME . 1 Image T FFIN & 36 K

e BB AL S .

1.2.5 PEGH &M BERARERA ST HHK
TG AT A LA SR K 2 4 BT,
PLHL T #4312 A 40% (W/V ) PEG-6000 (¥ T,
AEFE 1 h, FABEFEY PEG AEFEFT AL 1 h B9 E
AT EUR S BT, (/] Image T FA44HM
S FELAR P I T AR RV AR 25 FF ) I (04 A
12,6 FEmpia s B AR ER SH  HHEHY)
B 4~6 Fr By, KBS 51 R S g 4 AN
X R AT T S 0a S8 T 5 an A BT 5L IS
2 AT RRZH ek 2 - 48 5 /K & 1Y 50%~55%, H 1
5 ) Ui w3 s 5 o i Y 1) SER LT N
XFHRZH AR FAF 9:00 57K 2 1S KA 50%~
55%, SLEHATK, TR LA 124 )5,
HRSIZ 502 FOG BRZLARR B R m AR A
PrREJficskif s (FW), BRI A E T 5 mmol/L
CaCLEW T, HABKE TE 8 h, HEKM
RFER (TW), WJEE T 70 CHUE T4 48 h
PR T #E (DW ), RHEAHK RWC=(FW-DW)/
(TW-DW) x 100%#E47 I 7 AH X & K 8 i 1153

2 ZBRE5HH
2.1 OSCA RiERGEHALKIHT

) AR P B & 1 88 & ( https://aramemnon.
botanik.uni-koeln.de/index.ep ) i £ & i OSCA &
FIHIE R E A K, Cluster 455 7w 7 751 1) [R5
OSCA HEHF AL E 12 5 1# 1), % SOSCA
a4 s SOSCAL.1-1.6. SOSCA2.1-2.4.,
SIOSCA3.1 fl SOSCA4.1, i f4EE ST OSCA
FEA G AL s g R an &l 2 frx, OSCA
RGBT 430 4 A%, Fohi OSCA JEHZK
TGAE 4 WA 73
2.2 SIOSCA EREFRILS#

o R 2% BAR K dE 2 ( https://bar.
utoronto.ca/eplant_tomato/ ) Flill Fjifi SIOSCA %
I ETE T i AN RV B A Rk i, I R4l
7/ S o NP B BV B S T B TE N O ER A AR
fii, HEHEERETEE . RGBT Z RIAZL
PERFR, HEHE R 25 R 7KF 08 1 R 77 4E BAE
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SIOSCAI1.1 Solyc02g081030.4.1
SIOSCA1.2 Solyc02g036260.4.1
SIOSCA1.3 Solyc07g048110.4.1
SIOSCA1.4 Solyc09g064810.4.1
SIOSCA1.5 Solyc06g084330.3.1

SIOSCA1.6 Solyc08g076310.3.1

SIOSCA2.4 Solyc01g068500.4.1
SIOSCA2.3 Solyc02g088300.3.1
SIOSCA2.1 Solyc12g088230.3.1
SIOSCA2.2 Solyc04g077400.4.1

SIOSCA3.1 Solyc08g023440.3.1

0.20

SIOSCA4.1 Solyc02g083430.1.1

B 1 1 SIOSCA Kkt Lt
Fig. 1 Phylogeny of SIOSCA family

AtOSCAL.1

w;\(,‘, )

Clade 1

B2 FEfmFIETT OSCA EERKRFEH MK
Fig. 2 Phylogeny of OSCA family across Solanum ly-
copersicum (SIOSCA) and Arabidopsis thaliana (AtOSCA)
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Heinz 1 M82 M v ik B85 (K 3), 5
Fh, 1 SOSCA FEHFEM: 5y &k & 5z N
FEAN [ AL 2 S 3R 3R 5 1) LU AE R SR I 7 A X 2%
ik, SOSCAL.1 fil SOSCAL.2 TEF /il Heinz
FhAIFE A M82 (i Fl i | rp (i FH X e ik B I H
(K 4), WL, %# JOSCAL1, SOSCAL2,
SOSCAL.6., SIOSCA2.3 fil SOSCA3.1 14 H A5 3k
AR R T il SIOSCA ZJ5 ¥ B3 76 3 i bt 52 5 1
TR /E AL,
2.3 SIOSCA EERIBH FE

R4 SIOSCA FPH 5% 32 ik it o #r 4
R, #%E 90SCAL1., SOSCAL2, SOSCAL6,
SOSCA2.3 fil SOSCA3.1 1EK HFrbFss 5L, #F
5% SIOSCA HE K SHFMmbtEm N .
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Fig. 3 Expression of SIOSCA gene family
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Fig. 4 Relative expression of SIOSCA gene family

) 1AL 2 PR A 5 2ok R ek ke PR TR T B s 2
AR, LA AR AR B Ok 114 A B TR SR g b S [R]
(IIEE, CRISPR/Cas9 K Rl AR H H T S n]
WALEFIE T . AtOSCAL.1 1E i 18 IR 2 FE Ml
Yy SR 1N 238 Pl A1 AL S A R R
YEA, (RREPAET 2 T iy A K i it e
ARG, N T OSCA | A Rk Th g i 4 nl
Wi, 7EFIH 5 AFE T SOSCA H ARFST 3 A4 2t
BT DR R PR AR AR (5 A4S ) ROE A pBR 28 A8 42 ( 10
FREHA ), = HEPmER SRR (10 FhgH5 ). POk
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PR BRZEAER (5 FRLA ) LUK 3 A il B 28 A8
R AR Z e, Lol i 2 3L R ml bR 28 A
RLIVE N F i SIOSCA & F Kkt 24 P g
SEHY IS . W F A SOSCA £ 5E M ik F B,
A DU R AR E R SIOSCA ZHREZS R 1 A b 3t
[ 2R AEBE R, AR T a2 A R 3
Uy A B

LI IF AtOSCAT.1HT AtOSCA3. 122 E 4
() ELHE S S AR RO T S e g me i -, Rk
Wit & SOSCAL.1/3.1 AL H i, AT 3
A HFRE KT SOSCAL.2/1.6/2.3 23K Fk% ,
PIJFJA SIOSCA FKJG M i 2 5 % b 548 Hilid 7%
B A 5% o il 3k W uh ( http://crispr.hzau.edu.cn
/CRISPR2/ ) ¥ 115 K 4 i 4 A5, AR A SOSCA3.1,
SIOSCAL.1, SOSCAL.6, SOSCA1.2 il SOSCA2.3
ERFIMGEE, A BIREE I X3l
11 2 A4~ Target J K] 4 5 50 5 DA & 2L R SR B R00R
B SOSCA3.1/1.1 WU DA il 4k 26 1k 2 A A
SOSCAL.6/1.2/2.3 Z 3 Fliig ik ik (K 5).

2.4 TEhh SLOSCA EFEFBRETHEE

¥ SOSCA3.1/1.1 AUH: A i [ 22 ik % 74
SOSCAL.6/1.2/2.3 Z L H il bk e ik AR FE AARHT
DL, A SRk B AR 1 AR T TR £ 3] 3 i A 43
Al fPREFEN R 2E ), H Kana T4 Rk T
PHME P i e, FE3R75 30 #k SOSCA3.1/1.1 F ik
FERAE BR A1 56 Fk SSIOSCAL.6/1.2/2.3 35 fili ik B [F
o FIH CTAB k4 B i % 3 U AR i B 1)
DNA, PCR 4" 3 fu) 1% F5 [R] 4 5 510 057 76 P 110 1 3 1A
T P30, K PCR =9t A TN, LAKG 4
SR P 8 S 1 R T A

LA D A A PN e R R 7 A A
J7 51 55 %6 o 1 B A= B 25 il SIOSCA JEH P 51 kAT
XA, Eh RS 16 Bk slosca3.1/1.1 S8 ki bk
I 24 ¥k sloscal.6/1.2/2.3 =AM KE, Friffg s
RIS J 267, SIOSCA3.1/1.1 XKL K Bt B 8 A4
1 SIOSCAL.6/1.2/2.3 22 5 PR e [55 2844 114 35 R 5
BCRAT NI 53% 42% 553 2 AR AR AR 1) BL R 23
A WA 6 Fras, slosca3.1/1.1 FH i A bk

A Solyc08g023440.3.1(SIOSCA3.1) > >
B — e >
Target 1 /I;XM Tatget 2 PAM
CTTGACGACCTCCAGCTTAACAACCGG(N1360)GTTCCCTCATTCGAGAGCTACGG
Solyc02g081030.2.1(SIOSCAI1.1) > >
B =
Target 3 PAM = Target 4 P AM
TCATTTGTCTCCTTCAAATCGCGGTGG(N4216)AGATACTCTGGAACAAGCAAGGG
B Solyc08g076310.3.1(SIOSCA1.6) >>
- (I N gy O )y O ey IO ey Yy DOy N = L

Target 1

Target 2 S PAM

PAM
CCATCTGGGACGTCTCAAACATC(N15)CTATGAAGTCGGACAACCAGGGG

O e

~
\\

Target 3

Target 4 PAM

Solyc02g088300.2.1(SIOSCA2.3)
>

PAM
CCACTCGGATCAGAGAGGTTAGG(N3405)AAACCCTTGCAAGTATCGAAGGG

Target 5

PAM Target 6

PAM
CCCTCAGAAGCAGAGCTCTTAGC(N4275)CCTTTGTATCTTTCCGGACACGT

C  SIOSCA3.1/1. IR KA

sgRNA1 sgRNA2 sgRNA3 sgRNA4

) R0 - - voastaie— G  cson e —

tRNA tRNA tRNA
SIOSCAI.6/1.2/2. 3 TTFEIREAR

sgRNA1sgRNA2sgRNA3sgRNA4sgRNASsgRNA6

wown EEewe 0 woes JEGEID ce B w

tRNA tRNA tRNA tRNA tRNA

A: SOSCAL.1/3.1#5 i 31; B: SOSCAL6/1.2/2.3 5 ikit; C: RIKLHMRER,
A: SOSCA1.1/3.1 target design; B: SOSCA1.6/1.2/2.3 target design; C: Schematic diagram of vector structure.
B 5 CRISPR/Cas9 £ E%iBH R iR 1T K RiLH AHE

Fig. 5 Target design and CRISPR/Cas9 vector construction
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A

S108C43.1 PA Target 1 Target 2 PAM In/Del
WT TTCT...... GCCGGTTGTTAAGCTGGAGGTCGT(N1360)GTTCCCTCATTCGAGAGCTACGG
1 TTCT (N1332)GTTCCCTCATTCGAGAGCTACGG —128 bp
2 TTCT......GCCGGTTGTTAAGCTGGAGGTCGT(N1360)GTTCCCTCATTCGAGA----------- ~7bp
3 TTCT......GCCGGTTG----- CTGGAGGTCGT(N1360)GTTCCCTCATTCGAGAGCTACGG —5 bp
4 TTCT......GCCGGTTGCTGGAGGGGAGGTC------GT(N1360)GTTCCCTCATTCGAGAGCTA +14 bp, —19 bp
5 TICT......GCCGGTT--TTAAGCTGGAGGTCGT(N1360)GTTCCCTCATTCGAGAGCTACGG 1 bp
6 TTCT......GCCGGTTGH+++++ttttmmmmmmmcmeas (N1227)GTTCCCTCATTCGAGAGCTACGG +146 bp, —149 bp
7 TTCT......GCCGGTTGTTAGGATGGAGGCCGC(N1360)GTTCCCTCATTCGAGAGCTACGG
8 TTCT......GCCGGTTGTTTGGCTGGAGGCCGT(N1360)GTTCCCTCATTCGAGAGCTACGG
9 TTCT......GCCGGTTGATAAAGTGGAGGTCGA(N1360)GTTCCCTCATTCGAGAGCTACGG
SIOSCALI
Target 3 PAM Target 4 PAM
WT CATT......TTTGTCTCCTTCAAATCGCGGTGG(N4216)AGATACTCTGGAACAAGCAAGGG
1 CATT (N4094)AGATACTCTGGAACAAG-------— GG -507 bp, —4bp
2 CATT......TTTGTCTCCTTCAAATCACGGTGG(N4216)AGATACTCTGGAACAAG-------- GG —4bp
3 CATT......TTTGTCTCCTTCAAATCGCGGTGG(N4216)AGATACTCTGGAACAAGCAAGGG
4 CATT...... TTTGTCTCCTTCA-------mem GGTGG(N4216)GATACTCTGGAACAAGGGAACGG —6 bp, +1 bp
5 AANT221 )+ (N4129)+++++ +33/-95 bp, +7/-215 bp
6 TAN7218)+++ (N4106)AAAAACTCTGG-----— GCAAGGG +9/-167 bp, =5 bp
7 CATT...... TTTGTCTCCTTCAAATCGACGGTGG(N4216)AAATACTC---------- AAGCAAGGG +1bp, —7bp
8 CATT......TTTGTCTCCTTCAAATCGACGGTGG(N4216)GATACTCTGGAACAAGCAAGGG +1 bp
9 CATT......TTTGTCTCCTTCAAATCGGGG--GG(N4216)AGATACTCTGGAACAAGCAAGGG —1 bp
B
SIOSCAL6 In/Del
PAM Target 1 Target 2 PAM
WT CCATCTGGGACGTCTCAAACATC(N15)CTATGAAGTCGGACAACCAGGGG
1 CCATCTGG-ACGTCTCAAACATC(N15)CTATGAAGTCGGACAA--—--— GGG —1 bp, —4 bp
2 CCATCTGGGACGTCTCAAACATC(N15)CTATGAA —33bp
3 CCATCTGGGACGTCTCAAAC b ome oo GGG +40 bp, —42 bp
4 CCATCT CCAGGGG —48 bp
5 CCATCT CCAGGGG —48bp
6 CCANNTI22) -+ttt (N8056)TC +124bp, ~134 bp
SIOSCAL2
PA Target 3 Target 4
WT CCACTCGGATCAGAGAGGTTAGG(N3405)AAACCCTTGCAAGTATCGAAGGG
1 CCACTCGGATCAGAGAGGTTAGG(N3405)AAACCCTTGC--mmmmrmmme GAAGGG ~7bp
2 CCACTCGGATCAGAGAGGTTAGG(NI262)H++++-mmmmmmmemmenee ATCGAAGGG +153 bp, 156 bp
3 CCACTCGGATCAGAGAGGTTAGG(N3405)AAACCCTTGC---wmmmmrmmmeed GAAGGG ~7bp
4 CCA--mmmmmmmmmee GAGAGGTTAGG(N3405)AAACCCTTGCAAG-----—--- AAGGG ~9bp, —5bp
LI 0/07. U————— GAGAGGTTAGG(N3405)AAACCCTTGCAAG--------- AAGGG —9bp, 5 bp
6 CCACTCGGATCAGAGAGGTTAGG(N3405)AAACCCCTGCAAGTATCGAAGGG
SIOSCA2.3
PAM Target 5 PAM Target 6
WT CCCTCAGAAGCAGAGCTCTTAGC(N4275) CCTTTGTATCTTTCCGGACACGTTTTGCCGCAGCT
1 CCCTCAGAAGCAGAGCTCTTAGC(N4275) CCTTTG CT _y7pp
2 CCCTCAGAAGCAGAGCTCTTAGC(N4275) CCTTTGCTATCTTTCCGGACACGTTTTGCCGCAGCT 41 by
3 CCCTCAGAAGCAGAGCTCTTAGC(N4275) CCTTTG CT _57pp
4 CCCTCAGAAGCAGAGCTCTTAGC(N4275) CCTTTG-ATCCTTACGGACACGTTTTGCCGCAGCT  _j gy
5 CCCTCAGAAGCAGAGCTCTTAGC(N4275) CCTTTGTATCTTTC -+ttt mmmmmcmemmcemmoceeee +95 bp, ~99 bp
6 CCCTCAGAAGCAGAGCTCTTAGC(N4275) CCTTTHHH+++HHHH+-+ +56 bp, —61 bp

cbp M 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 WT

750

250
100

A: SOSCA3.V/1.1MiHkZEAEH A, B: SIOSCALG/L.2/2.3 HitkZAEHKM; C: Cas9 FHEE .
A: Type of target mutation in SOSCA3.1/1.1; B: Type of target mutation in SOSCA1.6/1.2/2.3; C: Cas9 gene identification.
B 6 i SLOSCA EEFMETHREE

Fig. 6 Identification of tomato knockout mutants
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Fig. 8  Attenuated plant responses to osmotic stress in sloscal.6/1.2/2.3
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Fig. 9 Attenuated plant responses to drought stress in sloscal.6/1.2/2.3
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