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TN, BIR CePIP2;1 o FE M EEFRIL PIP LA, (HIAEM R i, ﬁﬁxﬁm%@m¢m%L$§E%,%
AR, TAEZER PR FGRF B SHZEM Y EHRZEN 4 NHADLFR (S~S,) H, CePIP2;1 HH 2T
FEMBIIE a3, RIRFERRE MR Sy XSS R AT V5 1K 43 A AL ) 25 2

K WRMEY; BZE; KEEEN; FENAEED; THREN; Rk

FESES: S565.9 XHkFRERRD: A

Cloning, Subcellular Localization, and Expresson Analysis of
CePIP2;1, an Aquaporin Genefrom Tigernut (CyperusesculentusL.)

Z0U Zhi, ZHENG Yujiao, CHANG Lili, ZHAO Yongguo

National Key Laboratory for Tropical Crop Breeding / Institute of Tropical Biosciences and Biotechnology, Chinese Academy of
Tropical Agricultural Sciences / Sanya Research Institute of Chinese Academy of Tropical Agricultural Sciences, Haikou, Hainan
571101, China

Abstract: Tigernut (Cyperus esculentus L.) is an herbaceous oil crop uniquely accumulating a high level of oil in the
underground tubers. Water, which accounts for approximately 85% of immature tubers, is essential for tuber develop-
ment and metabolism. Plasma membrane intrinsic proteins (PIPs) represent the main channel that mediates the efficient
water transport across the cell membrane. This study presents the characterization of CePIP2;1, a PIP gene highly
abundant in tigernut tubers. This gene with three introns was shown to encode 288 amino acids with the theoretical mo-
lecular weight of 30.34 kDa, the isoelectric point of 8.60, the grand average of hydropathicity of 0.529, and the instabil-
ity index of 29.60, implying it’s stable, basic and hydrophobic characteristics. The protein was shown to possess one
conservative MIP (major intrinsic protein) domain, and presence of the F-H-T-R ar/R selectivity filter and Q-S-A-F-W
Froger’s positions implies a putatively efficient water transport activity. Phylogenetic analysis revealed that CePIP2;1
clusters with OsPIP2;1, OsPIP2;2, and OsPIP2;3 with the similarities of 91.72%, 90.31% and 84.98%, respectively,
supporting its assignment into the PIP2 group of the PIP subfamily. Subcellular localization analysis showed that
CePIP2;1 was localized to the cell membrane of Nicotiana benthamiana leaves. Although CePIP2;1 was characterized
as a dominant isoform in tubers, expression analysis indicated that its transcripts were relatively more in leaves, leaf
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sheaths, rhizomes, and roots with the most in leaves, in contrast to a comparable level to that in shoot apexes. Among
four typical stages (S;—S,) of tuber development examined in this study, CePIP2;1 was shown to exhibit a bell-shaped
expression pattern, peaking at S,. These results laid a solid foundation for further uncovering the mechanism of water
balance in tigernut.
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BB N 7E 25 1 ( plasma membrane intrinsic
protein, PIP )5 J& T 7K i £ 11 ( aquaporin, AQP )
FI, HLUEN e H B &R K i is
W AR BRAKIYAN, PIP i AT LASEE R &
MR . CO,. Hy0,. O, Al Na'™, fEm &MY,
PIP WA BT 2~28 DASE, AT R
PIP1 1 PIP2 Wi/ ). H Rl S A LE I
BT H9 A 338 ( Spinacia oleracea) PIP2;1. fLIEg
7 ( Arabidopsis thaliana ) PIP2;1 ( PIP2 B PIP2A )
il AtPIP2;4 (PIP2F) U BFgr W, PIP fE4H
R LADDRAR I 2GR, AR 6
AN B IEE ( TMI~TM6 ) A1 5 4~i%3F (LA, LB,
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FMiFi, M LA, LC #1 LE f T-Mfg4h; LB Fil LE
Prim BT A 2 A28, - I8 ) T s 5 4 55
FEPRSF Y NPA 3557, e HE)T 7 o i 3 K/
IVERT; T TM2. TM5 #l LE |1 4 MEsFok
3 (H2. H5. LE1 #1 LE2) & TR 51k,
Kl H2 F1 LE2 43550 24 5 75 24 255 1R FIOKS 24 IR 1T 4 PR
N ar/R EFREJERRY, AN, FROGER 2P0
HimiE E 5 1 ( glyceroporin, GLP ) 48 5 31| [X 3]
T AQP Y 5 MFE3E, BI PL OASFHREILM . P2 N
PR LR . P3 IR SER . P4 IR L)
P5 WA AR . BRi% AL, PIP B2 B A 1&
i CnwEmRfk . W3tk . Amkfk . 2 F 4k, ML
Wil ), Rk iz, T (WM fHE T
pH. BElefL ) M E SR M 6 F
SoPIP2;1 LA 1) C% Jy — BARAYIE A 4 5 157 T
LD & H' A L7 Ryl 14 s fiF LB By ',
LD 1y " LIKAL T C 3ihy ™7 T 1 ¥ i f i e
ez 5 100,

75 = ( Cyperus esculentus L.), {AFREE {0
B P (yellow nutsedge ), BB F (tigernut ),
& — PSR R T RA B Y5 Rk T A AR R
Pt R R T AL G5 iR ) A Bl o R 2 3
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RAFER St i A B e B0 24
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B . AWFFEX 1 ASHEE R 7K RIA ) PIP 2
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1 MBE5FEE
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I, Sp). 25d (IZRHEN, Ss) M35 d (hEk
W1, Ss) WIMEA, BFEA 3 WAEY¥ER., KK
HH#E ( Nicotiana benthamiana ) /N fh 78 Hb [ 44
A BL = BERAHE A I E AR B il =Y K
¥ ( Escherichia coli ) DH5a #l5% pSoup-P19 Hy
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ARLIGEORAE; A2 . SR A A e A
AR PR 28 T o ASBIFSE I R e . A B L
RRHETE LR 1,
12 FHi&
12.1 & RNA #9RRE5 4R RARRMEY
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SR GG cDNA 55 —4%, I TIRanyiEH 5
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Tab. 1 Databases, software and related websites used in this study
BB R it i

Database/software Website Application
Araportl1 https://www.arabidopsis.org/ PIREIT PIP JEH T 4
RGAP7 http://rice.plantbiology.msu.edu/ JK A PIP R A T 2%

CNGBdb https://db.cngb.org/search/ assembly/CNA0051961/ V5 L P R T 4
NCBI https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/ TSR EAR A PIP BER R 2
BLAST https://blast.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/Blast.cgi AT RR AR T 51 L X
StringTie https://ccb.jhu.edu/software/stringtie/ e SR 2R B 1Y Lk
GSDS2.0 http://gsds.gao-lab.org/ )N

ProtParam https://web.expasy.org/protparam/ AL RRE S BT

WoLF PSORT https://www.genscript.com/wolf-psort.html TG 4 7 A7 T3

CDD https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/cdd RS EE AL R T80

SOPMA https://npsa-prabi.ibcp.fr/cgi-bin/npsa_automat.pl?page=/NPSA/npsa_sopma.html AT
SWISS-MODEL  https://swissmodel.expasy.org/interactive 3D S5 T

MEGA6.06 https://mega6.software.informer.com/ 22 JT- ) L o FR A AR AR 1) A 1

K PIP L[, AR F R IR A AL DG Z R
% H CePIP2;1, MwibEix N, KA Primer
Premier 5.0 il N4 2 FroRmgi¥xt, EEH
CePIP2;1F/R " #5H: 1127 bp BY4 K cDNA, #%
DI#G B 100 £5 19 B %8 PCR =¥ 1E M AR |
CePIP2;1HF/R A5 91 907 bp MK FuidIX
(CDS ). JZNRZ : 54 0.5 uL. 5#14% 0.5 uL.
PrimeSTAR Max DNA Polymerase 12.5uL, il
ddH,0 % 25 pL., PCR  H4FL)F. 95 CHiAsPE
1 min; 94 C7AME 305, 50 ‘CiE 2k 2 min, 35 ME
By 72 CHEMR 5 min, W40 M8 E A7 31K
PNC-Cam1304-CePIP2;1 HHEZ I NC Tafeist
R E VA
*®2 WRFANY

Tab. 2 Primers used in this study

S1FH (5'-3")

Primer sequence (5'-3")

EIR/E2RN

Primer name

CePIP2;1F CACACATCACTCTTTGCTCT

CePIP2;1R GCGAGCAACAGAGACTACTA

CePIP2;1HF  AGTGGTCTCTGTCCAGTCCTATGTCCAAG
GAGGTGAGTGAGG

CePIP2;1HR GGTCTCAGCAGACCACAAGTTTACGCATT
GCTGCGGAAC

CeUCE2Fq ATCATCAAGGAGACCCAGCG

CeUCE2Rq CTTAGGGGCAGCCATAGGA

CeTIP41Fq CGGCGAGCGACCTGAA

CeTIP41Rq CAGCGGCAGAGTTGAGAATG

CePIP2;1Fq  GGTGCCATTTGCGGTGTC

CePIP2;1Rq CCCTTGAGTAGCCGTGTGC

123 ARFEOLEMHH KA BLASTn ¥t
PRI 2/ SR A T 90 e X ) L R 4, 4R )5 FH GSDS 2.0
A RN IER 54 . 4 5RH Protparam, CDD,
SOPMA . SWISS-MODEL, WoLF PSORT %4 {f:
Si#T CePIP2;1 #ufih i A BRALREM: | IRSFE5H
W TG 3D S5 R RINE AN AR E A o 5 R IR e
Fp 02 X RSP J B R 5L T 5 SoPIP2;1
AtPIP2;1 Il AtPIP2;4 Y 5 1] HL X A 74 7 o
1.2.4 %55\ttt nbr  ZEH) AR
MUSCLE {4, £ HBIASEL; dEem i R
JH MEGA 6.06 81, # B KSR, 1000 YK HE
&, HAb B A4,
125 Tfmpp e DIEHTGE Y pNC-
HbPIP2;3-RFPX 1l B X} IR, 2 B8 SCHR[24] 117
Vo AR o AN 1D R I S
PNC-Cam1304-CePIP2;1 15256 41 5 P AE X FR &
W IR A A R T A 10 4 JEIE i A
MR, ik 48 h JE AIHOCIERE B IR Zeiss
LMS880 W £ AE 21 il N i v
12,6 ARERZESH NPT ER AL R
P, SHSCHR[23], SR StringTie (v2.2.0) 1
PRI H R 5% sk A8 ( PRINAT03731) X
P E A, B M £EFEEH FKPM
( fragments per kilobase of exon per million frag-
ments mapped ) AT —1b, PN R AT
JERTIRIE ) CeUCE2 il CeTIP41!"IE g iy & 3
K, FIFH5#%F CePIP2;1Fq/Rq #E1T qRT-PCR 43
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BT BARHTRA 22Tk, Geit MR A SPSS
20 BAF, SRIAXBHE L HEAT N R 2R A ] 25 57
DT Z T

2 HRE5HH

21 CePIP21 EFAMZEIESF 5T

Lyt 2 W PCR P, W4 5
CePIP2;1 1) CDS J¥41, FH R HJosE wbEH A%
SNl 0 0 A I O VA - NI VA = s I i
PNC-Cam1304-CePIP2; 1, i i ¥4 v f& 2 i 17 51) Le
SFRIEN A, & IHE CePIP2;1 HL A il % 1 X I,
SER—%; CePIP2;1 fii T Scaffold9 iF [f] 4k Y
879960~884243 i, KL% UG 5 X g i
NIER KA 5752 bp, WE3IAMHE T, HEKE
51k 806, 1745, 866 bp; 5'F1 3" UTR 434N
119, 1349bp (A 1A ),

FEB) 4347 o, CePIP2;1 4ty 288 44 HL ik
(FR3), Hr AR GHTERA, 754 12.50%
1 12.20%, X5 SoPIP2;1. AtPIP2;1 Hl AtPIP2;4
2l (| 1B ); CePIP2;1 WYFHIE/ T (MW )
4 30.34 kDa., Z5H1L A5 (pl) 4 8.60., A8 iEFE 4K
(AD) A 103.02., BE-FHH/KIEE (GRAVY ) H
0.529, ARERE (11) A 29.60, £IH A
FE BB K B ;. CDD Zrdr Bos & 1 1W
32~269 fishy MIP 254958 (B 1C), WK T
SoPIP2;1. AtPIP2;1 Fl AtPIP2:4 ( £ 3 ); CePIP2;1
5 SoPIP2;1. AtPIP2;1. AtPIP2;4 f9)JF 3 AHRIE
3R 84.88% . 84.14%. 84.35%, H&5HALHE
TM1~TM6 45 6 > SL 7 ) 5 525 . HB Ml HE 2
ARRRGE . 2 AU NPA JEF . 2 BRIk 7
A (81° 8 8P §7%0); ar/R MRS
(FO-H2Y-T?25.R¥*) FIX} R T SoPIP2;1 C* fi —
BANLE . S BB AL AL s K H' A LT T
PR TERT IR 4 MEATREL—3G 7E 5 A
Froger /i, ¢ P1 fF#E2 5, SoPIP2;1 K
M141—8226—A230—F245-W246, ﬁzﬁ CGPIP2; 1 j\j QISO_

8235_A239_F254_W255 ( [7§] 1D )o

4~ CePIP2;1 Wy iEfb X &R, ¥ HY
SoPIP2;1 Kok #d . AT ) il PIP 4t 4 &l
1E iR it e . 2808 PP R —, W
AR FEY R b 2 )5 77 . CePIP2;1 5
OsPIP2;1. OsPIP2;2. OsPIP2;3 ®fE—i, HJF
GIARIE S 3R 91.72% ., 90.31%F1 84.98%, —
% 45 A T oK, CePIP2;1 UL TG #4 T % i
(45.49% ) F1 o-920E R F (29.51% ), HIKZIE
sk (20.83% ), WARMHR B-5fM (4.17%), 5
SoPIP2;1. AtPIP2;1 il AtPIP2;4 2Kl (£ 3),
T SoPIP2;1 [ [R] I #AR 7R , CePIP2;1 A LU A%
IR PU R (& 1F ),

2.2 TLRBATE L7

5 H Al PIP & 124!, WoLF PSORT 7¢
LR TN SR CePIP2;1 22 v TE4H LI . A 36 iF
AR, WS E TS B HbPIP2;3 Wy BH
P xF |, K & pNC-HbPIP2;3-RFP I
PNC-Cam1304- CePIP2;1 4 HT 1 TR SR
G SRR R, RS R BN,
GFP-CePIP2;1 M4 (555 I BLAE A e, JF
5 HbPIP2;3-RFP ML YOS REE S, X #
W] CePIP2;1 ffy S A& M TE AN LIS (181 2),

23 ERERIESH

i CePIP2;1 JE A RIR AL URE 5, F)
PR SR LB o3 AT HAE S it e G 4
MR H B ZE SRR I 2R A B U AR
5 IR, CePIP2;1 TEiX So g AU #y K 3Rk
2 foe i AR B GO S R 22 R B ),
KPR EEDR, HEHEEFEMY (K 3A),

Syt R H P Rk 5N R R F B S K R
ZIRIAH OGP, Pkt B BRI R G (S)). g
Kl (Sy). BRI (S3) R (S,) 4%
4 BRI, HAS K S 53 008 83.7% . 86.0% .
74.8%F1 48.3%!" "1, qRT-PCR 43 #7455 4n /&l 3B Jir
7N, CePIP2;1 JE[H e THE M ka sy, (a1 B

£ 3 CePIP2;,15 SoPIP2;1, AtPIP2;1, AtPIP2;4 ER{L4FiEFn — RLEMLL %R
Tab. 3 Comparison of physicochemical properties and secondary structure of CePIP2;1, SoPIP2;1, AtPIP2;1 and AtPIP2;4

ey iE fHi 4 - E

P%?ﬂﬁfﬁle AA MW/ADa  pl GRAVY Al I MIP Alpﬁam/iﬁfx/% Extendiijiqajt]rind/% Be?aitiﬁll/% Riﬁﬂjfﬁ%
CePIP2;1 288  30.34 8.60 0.529 103.02 29.60 32~269 29.51 20.83 4.17 45.49
SoPIP2;1 281 2990 9.03 0.579 102.81 27.81 31~260 36.65 18.15 2.14 43.06
AtPIP2;1 287 3047 8.60 0.506 97.94 30.27 30~266 40.42 16.72 4.88 37.98
AtPIP2;4 291 3095 8.22 0490 96.29 29.29 30~266 30.24 20.96 5.15 43.64
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Legend:
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HArH
Percentage/%
o w o a

W CePIP2;1 M SoPIP2;1 AtPIP2;1 W AtPIP2;4

L K M F P S
FHEF Amino acid
25 50 75 100 125 150 175 200 225 250

D Q E G H I

T WY V

3

275 288

1
C Query seq. &

Specific hits
Superfamilies

SoPIP2;1
AtPIP2;1
AtPIP2;4
CePIP2;1

SoPIP2;1
AtPIP2;1
AtPIP2;4
CePIP2;1

SoPIP2;1
AtPIP2;1
AtPIP2;4
CePIP2;1

SoPIP2;1
AtPIP2;1
AtPIP2;4
CePIP2;1

SoPIP2;1
AtPIP2;1
AtPIP2;4
CePIP2;1

PIP2
42

ian-Pro-Ala sismature rotifs M Ty
arohivetnic ermch

F------------;;::;;;;-------------1

TM1
MSKEVSEEAQAHQHG-KDYVDPPPAPFFDLGELKLWSFWRAATIAEFIATLLFLYITVATV
MAKDVEA-VPGEGFQTRDYQDPPPAPFIDGAELKKWSFYRAVIAEFVATLLFLYITVLTV
MAKDLDV-NESGPPAARDYKDPPPAPFFDMEELRKWPLYRAVIAEFVATLLFLYVSILTV
MGKDTEIGVEPSSYSGKDYTDPPPAPLIDVEELGKWSLYRAVIAEFIATLLEFLYVTVATV

* ke, Lk kkkkkk s ok kk ks akk kkkk g kkkkkkks o KK
T™M2 HB
IGHSKETVV-—-—————— GSVGLLGIAWAEGGMIFVLVYCTAGISGGHINPAVTFGLFLA

IGYKIQSDTDAGGVD--CGGVGILGIAWAFGGMIFILVYCTAGISGGHINPAVTFGLFLA
IGYKAQTDATAGGVD--CGGVGILGIAWAFGGMIFVLVYCTAGISGGHINPAVTVGLFLA
IGYKHQSDAAVNGTDAACSGVGILGIAWAFGGMIFILVYCTAGISGGHINPAVTFGLFLA

kko e Ko kk e kkkkkkkkkkhk g kxkkkhhhkkkkhkkkhk Khkkkk

TM3
RKVSLLRALVYMIAQCLGAICGVGLVKAFMKGPYNQFGGGANSVALGYNKGTALGAEIIG
RKVSLPRALLYIIAQCLGAICGVGEVKAFOSSYYTRYGGGANSLADGYSTGTGLAAEIIG
RKVSLVRTVLYIVAQCLGAICGCGFVKAFQOSSYYTRYGGGANELADGYNKGTGLGAEIIG
RKVSLVRALLYMIAQCLGAICGVGLVKSFOKSFYNRYGGGANTLSSGYSKGTGLGAEIIG

KRKKKk Ky o akyokkkxhkhhk Kkokkok ok sakkkkk o kK Kk Kk KRkKkk

T™M4 T™S HE
TEFVLVYTVESATDPKRSARDSHVPILAPLPIGFAVFMVHLATIPITGTGINPARSFGAAV
TEVLVYTVESATDPKRSARDSHVPVLAPLPIGFAVFMVHLATIPITGTGINPARSFGAAV
TEVLVYTVESATDPKRNARDSHVPVLAPLPIGFAVFMVHLATIPITGTGINPARSFGAAV
TEVLVYTVESATDPKRNARDSHIPVLAPLPIGFAVFMVHLATIPITGTGINPARSEGAAV

Kok Kk ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok k ok ok ok Kok ko k 3k gk ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok K ok ok ko ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok K ok ok kK ok ok ko kR ok

TM6
TENSNKVWDDQWI FWVGPFIGAAVAAAYHQYVLRAAAIKALG| RSNPTN----

IYNKSKPWDDHWIEFWVGPFIGAAIAAFYHQFVLRASGSKSLGSFRSAANV-—-—
IYNNEKAWDDQWIFWVGPMIGAAAAAFYHOFILRAAAIKALGSFG FGIFR'FA
ILGSDKZ—\WDDQWIFWVGPFIGAAIAAIYHQFVLRAGAVKALG

Lk kokk ko kokkkok ok kok ok ko kokk g g kokk |

Koy kkokk ok

96 — AtPIP1;1 AT3G61430 Arabidopsis thaliana F
AtPIP1;2 AT2G45960 Arabidopsis thaliana

AtPIP1;3 AT1G01620 Arabidopsis thaliana

AtPIP1;4 AT4G00430 Arabidopsis thaliana

AtPIP1;5 AT4G23400 Arabidopsis thaliana

OsPIP1;3 LOC_0s02g57720 Oryza sativa
OsPIP1;1 LOC_0s02g44630 Oryza sativa
OsPIP1;2 LOC_Os04g47220 Oryza sativa

37

OsPIP2;7 LOC_Os09g36930 Oryza sativa .
OsPIP2;6 LOC_Os04g16450 Oryza sativa .
SoPIP2;1 1Z98 Spinacia oleracea

AtPIP2;7 AT4G35100 Arabidopsis thaliana
AtPIP2;8 AT2G16850 Arabidopsis thaliana

88 OsPIP2;4 LOC_0s07g26630 Oryza sativa
OsPIP2;9 LOC_Os07g26640 Oryza sativa
OsPIP2;5 LOC_0s07g26660 Oryza sativa
OsPIP2;2 LOC_0s02g41860 Oryza sativa
OsPIP2;3 LOC_0s04g44060 Oryza sativa
CePIP2;1

OsPIP2;1 LOC_0s07g26690 Oryza sativa
AtPIP2;5 AT3G54820 Arabidopsis thaliana
AtPIP2;6 AT2G39010 Arabidopsis thaliana
AtPIP2;4 AT5G60660 Arabidopsis thaliana
AtPIP2;1 AT3G53420 Arabidopsis thaliana
AtPIP2;2 AT2G37170 Arabidopsis thaliana

99 AtPIP2;3 AT2G37180 Arabidopsis thaliana

OsPIP2;8 LOC_Os03g64330 Oryza sativa
OsPIP2;10 LOC_Os10g34000 Oryza sativa

A: CePIP2;1 [y

0.05

F: CePIP2;1 ¥ 3D &5 TR .

45 ; B: CePIP2;1 55 SoPIP2;1., AtPIP2;1. AtPIP2;4 MR IERRA M L ; C: CePIP2;1 MRS 4544 W T 5

D: CePIP2;1 5 SoPIP2;1., AtPIP2;1. AtPIP2;4 (WL ¥4 LLXt; E: CePIP2;1 5 SoPIP2;1. /K& . #IFEIIT Y PIP 2 H AL 0 #r

A: Gene structure of CePIP2;1; B: Comparison of amino acid composition of CePIP2;1, SoPIP2;1, AtPIP2;1 and AtPIP2;4; C: Predicted
conservative domain of CePIP2;1; D: Multiple sequence alignment of CePIP2;1, SoPIP2;1, AtPIP2;1 and AtPIP2;4;
E: Phylogenetic analysis of CePIP2;1, SoPIP2;1, and PIPs present in O. sativa and A. thaliana; F: Predicted 3D structure for CePIP2;1.

Bl 1 CePIP21HEMBERESNN
Fig. 1 Bioinformatics analysis of CePIP2;1
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Fig. 2 Subcellular localization analysis of CePIP2;1
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