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Abstract: Hainan oil-tea Camellia (locally termed Shanyou in Hainan) is a regionally endemic decaploid species thriv-
ing under monsoonal tropical climatic conditions, which confers its distinctive flavor profile and quality attributes. This
paper summarized recent research on Shanyou, examining its evolutionary distribution, growth traits, the exceptional
quality characteristics of the oil, and methodologies for germplasm identification. Furthermore, strategic recommenda-
tions were proposed to advance the development of the Hainan Shanyou industry, in order to provide a critical founda-
tion for subsequent research, product development, and the establishment of a premium Shanyou oil brand, thereby fa-
cilitating the distinctive development of the regional industry.
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