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Functional Analysis of CSSSK1 Gene in Response to Stress Response
and Virulence in Colletotrichum siamense
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Abstract: Colletotrichum siamense is the main pathogen of anthracnose in many crops in tropical and subtropical re-
gions. SSK1 is a response regulator protein of the two-component system. Studies have shown that SSK1 in pathogenic
fungi is related to the morphogenesis, stress response, drug resistance and pathogenicity of pathogens, but SSK1 homo-
logues have distinct functions in different fungi. In order to understand the function of CsSSK! in C. siamense, the
CsSSK1 gene deletion mutant ACsSSKI and the complement strain ACsSSK! (CsSSKI) were constructed and pheno-
typically observed. The results showed that the deletion mutant ACsSSK/ showed slightly retarded mycelial growth,
shorter conidia, lower sporulation and conidial germination rate. ACsSSK1 significantly increased the sensitivity of C.
siamense to NaCl, sorbitol, sucrose, glucose and Congo red, and the sensitivity to fluconazole and tebuconazole, but
decreased the sensitivity to fludioxonil. The pathogenicity of ACsSSKI was significantly reduced. The results showed
that CsSSK gene was involved in the regulation of C. siamense morphogenesis, response to salt stress, osmotic stress,
Congo red stress and fungicide stress, affecting the pathogenicity of C. siamense. The results would lay a foundation for
further understanding the function of CsSSKI gene in C. siamense and analyzing the molecular mechanism of patho-
genic fungi response to stress.
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MAMTEARTE A K AT BT, 6T
— ZR GV 2 1) 41 AT 5 IO 245 A SRR I3 1 4% o A8
B 1. WA 4 Z 48 ( two-component signaling
system, TCS ) JEAHTE . FH A . AN A& EHE
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Jofp 00 7, R 0 R 24 ) AR v A ) R
FEAEHN, EAZEYI TCS M F b 4 BRI
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A RSO JIAC, S ER . 5 REIkER
R AU A 4 A oY T AR P AR KT ( Candida
albicans ) " SSK1 i’k 5828 (A% = #h BUETT H =
5 G R SR R Y B e LR B
B ( Kluyveromyces lactis ) W' SSK1 FERIASF2 1 =
B RN fE 2R AR ( Podospora
anserina ) "' PaSSK1 F& PR AS 52 M) G R Mk FEURR
PRV, AL, SSKT A AR T A Th AE 4 TG
RIATE ( Colletotrichum spp. ) J&—ZSHE )
YRR 2R LR, SR Z R s E %
ZFAER AR, BRI ( C. siamense )
SRR A TR R AR R — R, R IR ERR R
BARIR ) RS A, WP 2 . TR

AR T B , A ST FA ) gt
AR RO A L AR A R T e T AR R TR
CsSSK1 FEH T3, AW+ oA 3Lal, FIH R
IR R EOR , W B RH T 1 XU 5 R GE
H1 CsSSK1 FEPRIBC AT AN PR, If R4 T
RAVWEL, WG RACG B T — 20 T 8%
RIEH Y CsSSK1 B ThRE, @ rl WA T i
37 VL AT A ] 7 25 JUlR 30 52 I 118 3 T AL B B ik

1 #MRl57E%E
1.1 w7

B TE AR AR : B2 BIHTE ( C. siamense )
HNO8 Ttk 7 25 [ 1 R 48 3 PR ik A 3 A8 A s
M, ARSI ESE . BE . R, EARK
pCX62-S (FHIMEHLH ILVI) HAR L5 2= i
HEIEARAT s BERRIRZ 5 XK-125 [ AR pX Y203
(S-tag br%s. Wi RPUMEIEIN HPH) A SR
BIRAE s KIGHFTFH ( Escherichia coli) DHSo. Ji%3%
AR [ VAR YRR AA BR A

BigRsk: PDA BigRdk. PDS HigRdk . CM K53t
£ DCM 35555\ TB, 35774 | YPD 35524 . SD/-Trp
FiFRse . LB HiFRAE, WE LSS 8],

L2550 . 99.5%584L 8 (NaCl) | 98%I11i%Y
fi (sorbitol ) . 98%7i Zj#l ( glucose ) . 99.7%
FEWE (sucrose ) , I H PG BB B A FRA w5
Congo red ( WIZRZL) W FAbmt /Rl A Y HR A
BRSF] o HEKE 99.3%ME NG IR Z () M A3
YR RA A ) o K R, TE AR
50 mg/mL MYBEI; 99% FUHEME S 24 (1A g 1E Ml
e BB A A BR A E ) HICH KB i, FE AL
5mg/mL WIRE; 97% M IR 2 (R bk h
RE R AN A R AR ) FHICH KB AR, T & A
50 mg/mL B9HE

B RGN YIEE Xho I . EcoR T . T4
PR A AR TR (RiE ) ARRAHR; IR
DNA 4lifb It & . DNA $EEUL ) & L ik
PG & H 55 [E Omega 237 ; WEEREGIE AT
I 5T r s 1% % . DIG High Prime DNA
Labeling and Detection Starter Kit I I F Roche
oyl G IE ORI AR TAEY TR (B )
JB Ao A BR 2 ) 52 o
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1.2 FHik
1.2.1 ACsSSKI # B 5% % % ¥ by 2 & e
AR BRI 5 5 Y ) A ) U 4 3%
P B AC 8 IR ACsSSKT (T 1), BIWFS) WL
1. BAEHA LV FERELR51 %) SSKI-
UF/UR, SSKI1-DF/DR M7 % HNO8 DNA H§"
Wi CsSSK1 HIEER B R Br, F5IY S2R/
SI1F M pCX62-S #hfk iy s iy 1LV 2K,
FIH LG PCRAKRZ B 1S A 3L ] BNl B S
ILVI B R B et ok, fJa UG B E N
MR, FI51% SSK1-UF/SSK1-DR K& g4
A B, fiFHE 7 DNA gk ml s 7 & ik s
PATRIVEE AL B o FIH PEG A9 S A o R A
[l Y5 F 2H f4 5 P, o B VBT AR D HNOS i
AR, fE S 50 pg/mL S EERE Y DCM F
LiTRE = S Wi W i

WIS B B AL T AR 100 pg/mL S
G DCM P il &R fS, $EHU% b1 DNA #17
PCR (5|9 e B WL 1, 519)F 503k 1),
A WA RAMNET S % SSK1-UouF/DouR . K N

UouF UF UR DF DR DouR
OF OR
—> —> -5 < -« -«
—— CSSSKI geﬂe T —
First PCR UF  URI ‘DF DR

S1F S2F SIR S2R
> > <« <«

Second PCR $ )
. LVigene
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—> <
Third PCR  n— ____.T___—_-.'> —

1 CsSSK1EHRKRTEEMEREE
Fig. 1 Construction diagram of CsSSK! gene
deletion mutant

5%t SSK1-OF/OR, LR il ILVI B N5
¥ SIR, S2F 44T PCR WiE. ttah, FIH
Southern Blot ¢ AR X fi fr 5% A1 N B G 1 1LV %E
K48 DUEIGHEA T E , R T AR BRI ACsSSK T 58728
K5 4L T DNA, H] EcoR 1 WYIEG#EATEEY), LA
ILV1 B PCR | BORARET#EATA458 , J4 28 0 R
Z: 8 DIG High Prime DNA Labeling and Detection
Starter Kit [ .

*k1 FZWMRASY
Tab. 1 Primers used in this study

5% Primer

JF%1 (5'-3") Seqence (5'-3")

SSK1-UF ACGTACGTTGTCTGTCGG

SSK1-UR AGATGTGGGGCACTGTGGCGTTGGCACAGAAGCTCACATCCAGTGCG
SSK1-DF TATTGCACGGGAATTGCATGCTCTCACCGTTCTAATTGTTGAGGAC
SSK1-DR GCATGCAACCCCACTCCATG

SSK1-UouF GGTTAGGTGCCTCGAATTCG

SSK1-DouR CAACACAGACTGGCTTCTG

SSK1-OF GGTGCTGCTGGTGATATC

SSK1-OR ATAGGCGGCACCCCGCCGTT

S1F GTGCCAACGCCACAGTGCCCCACA

S2R GTGAGAGCATGCAATTCCCGTGCAATA

S2F GGCGGTGCTATCCTTCCCGTGTT

SIR GTTCAACGCCGCCTTCCGACAAAAT

Stag-R TACGTGCGCAGAGGAGCCTGAAT

HB-SSK1-UouF TTTCGTAGGAACCCAATCTTCAAAGTGAGCGTAGGTACCTTACC

HB-SSK1-DouR

TTCGAATTTAGCAGCAGCGGTTTCTTTCCCCAGTCCAAGATTCTGTTGA

1.2.2 w@AMH# ACsSSKI(CsSSK1)#3:4F  LIBFA:
Al HNO8 DNA “m#sitl, M54 HB-SSK1-UouF/
UouR "4 CsSSK1 H: I K H A & )i 3 T ¥ 51
(3282 bp), ¥ PCR ¥ Bt 5% Xho 1 NI
it U] B U Y pXY203 2% 1k — [A) 5% 1k 21 % 13 1
XK-125 1, SR T SD/-Trp AR L, BT

30 ‘CHiF% 3 d Ja PR EE L B e B E AT P V% PCR 50
UE o BRI B A9 SR 5 A K FF 1R DHSa, 3R
1AM ERAR pXY203-CsSSK1, 4 A1 R 4R 447 A Bk
PG ACsSSK T 1 J A Jo A i (AR i iR % Ak
AR | ), fE&A 300 pg/mL #8 Z i PDS F
Meds Rt il AT ik . T e, PR
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T RHEA 400 ng/mL #1452 11 PDS T4k
Rige stk L 7 & i, 514 HB-SSK1-UouF 5H#k
& pXY203 5|#) stag-R X [FI#M%E AL T #E4T PCR
BAE (510 WK 2), mASRMTA EUR
AL pXY203-CsSSK1 1Y o] #p % fb F ACsSSKI
(CsSSK1).12.5 uL PCR Wi f& & : 6 pL 2xTag PCR
Master Mix, 10 pmol/L 5445 0.5 uL, 0.5 pL £
He, fin ddH,0 #h 2 & 12.5 uL PCR [ £514:95 C
AP 5 min; 95 ‘CAEME 305,58 ‘Cikk 305,72 C
FEAH 2 min, 35 MER ;5 72 CLEM 10 min.4 C
RAIFS

HB-SSK1-UouF HB-SSK1-DouR

CsSSK1
s, &
Qg’):\ e ’«?&

B 2 pXY203-CsSSK1 Bl ikt REE
Fig. 2 Construction diagram of complementary vector
pXY203-CsSSK1

123 WEBENRA A ¥k FEMNT FEER
HNO8 . S84k ACsSSKI Il #bEitk ACsSSKI
(CsSSK 1)y 93 %h T PDA AR, J53% 3 d J5 I
W22 5T PD WARKE IR F 28 *C | 150 r/min K
7% 5d, FHK# Miracloth 13 7&, 5000 g B5.L> 3 min
Je TG K Ao A i sk 3 H5ot i B 71 1
BIFWORIE R 10° AN /mL, 8T CM R 5 |-,
BT 28 THiFE 5 d ek AL
1.2.4 AT EWRE T i L FNE
S PRSI Bk D vk R R B AR A HNOS
( WT-HNOS ). ACsSSKI. ACsSSKI(CsSSKI1)/3
T, HAERTEIFRIEEME 5x10° 4~ /mL, %
o W T AR A9 70 A= 1P 20 pL Vi T
IR, MBI TIEE, ik
B 100 oA, MEKEMSE, E5 3 1K,

FEE G 4 mL JCR KR SR T
AT, B K E Miracloth i3 € & 2 mL .00
B, HEH A AT R EARE | mL, 10 uL
JF T M BER BN 1, P R T E5ob 7 S ik e
Tait A THE

B ARG F TGRSR TR RO TR
P2 10° 4/mL 2245 . B 10 L 77900 2 61 K 3%
AR, &TRBE T TR, 517 0.
2. 4. 6. 8 h 7E WAlEE T WE AT A A5 LI
sk, EHE 3R, RIS AEE T E AL
1.2.5  prifve o B 2h Al URER T TS 2E
CM 857835 i H /%4 0.5 mol/L NaCl, 1.0 mol/L
NaCl, 1.0 mol/L (%L 1.0 mol/L HEHE . 1.0 mol/L
HZIRE . 100 pg/mL WSR2, DI [R] e B 2571
WS AE (0.1, 0.5, 1.0, 5.0 pg/mL ), 2.5 ug/mL
TR | 0.5 pg/mL MR 43 AR U VR
Jr¥kR b, BC10 L AR A B F R (10° 4~/mL)
AT S AR SRl e, BT 28 TSR 5 d,
KA T RS XA v BRI IRE SR .
RIS, JHER = G B VR B AL B VR
ELAR)/] R V% ELAE %< 100%

1.2.6 #umAme  HEG S AT B
PR FE T 2 1004 /mL, K HA2 T A ) 47 0 il
Gith B AR R o | b, BRREEFR 10 uL, R
30 Bk, TESEFNS 5 d A AR LRG0
HE 00 2 BAE 1T

1.3 HIEAIE

KH SPSS B xR s g s AT gt AT
N Duncan’s #r & 26722 5 B E R

2 FERE5HMH
2.1 EFRER CsSSK1 HEFEMKBRRETHRRE
Bl ERAIR T

AR S R v = 7 P R VA N
ACsSSK1 . TE5 G MR [ 24 77 AL i e 3k A5 36
MEALT, Zak 2 X519 PCR Bk, itk 1
AR SRR ACsSSK T, PCR B 45 5 ILIK 3A,
FIFHS %) SSK1-OF/SSK1-OR 7 B A I 1 #f: v
AP IR 1 45 K/Nh 2018 bp BY S (K 4 ),
TE ACsSSK 1 528 Rt AL+ rh AR A I 2% T 91 5t

(K& 8 ); £ ACsSSK1 ", M54 SSK1-UouF
1 ILVI ZHNES SIR 76 ACsSSK1 9828 rha] 4
BRI 1 25K/ K 2280 bp 2547 (KiE 6 ), FIH
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SSK1-DouR Y ILV] 3K S2F ¥ #4551 £ K/INH
2548 bp 2k (VKiE 7), TWHEFARIAp R HE
FERE /N 27 IKGE 2 F1 3 )5 FHANTSS 14 SSK -
UouF }2 SSK1-DouR 7EEFAERITRFRP AT 1 1 4%
K/NK 3413 bp B 25 (PKiB 1), 7E ACsSSK1 %
ARRER Y 1 AR/ R 4212 bp SR (TkGE
5) M FHr, s HEYHEEEH CsSSK1(2018 bp )
B 1LV FEH( 2817 bp )T B4, il 1 Southern blot
ST R (K 3B), VL ILVI 3L N3 E5 iK%,
1E ACsSSK1 K:FI2H DNA FZe 58 {0774 1 4644017,
M5 B A= 7 HNOS JE[K 4] DNA 2538 K = 407,
VLBl ACsSSK1 FERA NS | AN ILE) ILV]

A. M 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 8
bp

5000

;ggg 2000

1500 1500

1000 1000

750 750
500

250 500
100

bp

250
100

FE A F 545 B0 ACsSSK I 52 /& CsSSK 1
FL R 2 AR AR

o JE A AR AR, R R pXY203-
CsSSK1 kiR AN ACsSSK1 5754 4545 7]
AL T ACsSSK1(CsSSK 1), #1514 HB-SSK1-
UouF 5k pXY203 5149 stag-R #EATHE ( &
3A), TEBREZEAFIR ACSSSKI H A K 3|4 13 4%
iy (YKIE 9), 1 EIANE LT ACsSSKI(CsSSK1) I
kbR AR pXY203-CsSSK1 Al 4 44 5] 1 4K/ h
3382 bp MH M (VKiE 10 F1 11), UtHIHM
FPONE BB A, AR5 [ #h R AR ACsSSKI
(CsSSK1).

M 9 10 11 B

ILVI WT-HNO8 ACsSSKI

~

A: ACsSSK1 SRR SE A (R Be ACsSSKI(CsSSKI)MIAMARR Y PCR $5E; B: ACsSSKI M B2k 5845 & Southern blot 43#7
M: DL5000 DNA marker; 1~4: EFA: % HNO8; 5~9: ACsSSK1 IEPRIBL AR 10: pXY203-CsSSKT [k ik ;
11: ACsSSKI(CsSSKI)Inl#hE 4k T,
A: PCR verification of gene deletion mutant ACsSSK and the complementary strains ACsSSK1(CsSSK1); B: Southern blot analysis.
M: DL5000 DNA marker; 1-4: Wild-type HNO08; 5-9: ACsSSK/ mutant; 10: pXY203-CsSSKI recombinant plasmid vector;
11: ACsSSK1(CsSSK1) complemented strain.

B3 EEERKREML ACSSSK1 K H[EI#ME#RIIE
Fig. 3 Verification of gene deletion mutant ACsSSK/ and complementary transformant ACsSSK1(CsSSK1)

22 EFREBRRT ACSSSK1 HirrIFRE

W2
221 NABHEAAAKERENHW TECM B

FrHk RS ACsSSK 1 TR 1 T Vi T 25 F BT A= 25
FHRTICH B 22 5, (7% BARR/N, Wik A
ELER BN, ACsSSKI HAREEF AR HNOS /)N
12.50% (&l 4), Z5FRULH] CsSSKI He[H 52 i %
SRAH R B T 1 AR R

222 MNPEHRE, SARTHERAL RN A
L BMOES, ACsSSKI1 -4 WT-HNOS
i 5 (T S A, K% H WT-HNOS %5 22.80%,
e 14.01% (B 5B ). A7 i 45 51
W78, WT-HNO8 (1411 ¥ & 2 2 (1.43+0.056)%

10°/N/mL, T ACsSSKI il 5875 K 176 7 e J&
254(0.43+0.043)x10° A~/mL, [FI#MEE#RACSSSK ]
(CsSSKI) A1 B 24 49(1.13£0.032)x 10° 4~/mL,
ACsSSK1 55 5 A8 44 1) 7 1t BH b 3l /(1 5C ).
SRR CsSSK1 HE K52 WA 2 o I T 43 HE 76 7
R 7= 78 B A T 1R RN

617 B A R E 5 R R, 7RIS 0~8 h
W, ACsSSKI 531 & 28T WT-HNOS Fl
[ AN FRACSSSK1(CsSSK 1), Hoh b 6 h J5, WT-
HNO8 3 A= 1 71 & % h 82.75%+0.097% , ACsSSK 1
B R HR K 76.84%+0.10%, ACsSSKI(CsSSKI)HY
B & KA 83.95%+0.045% (K 5D ) . i CsSSK1
(AR 25 AR B 20 RJE TA J A 90 F
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§ 6 r = *
WT-HNO08 ACsSSK1 ACsSSK1(CsSSK1) 5
©
54t
[=)
«
o, |
0
WT-HNO08 ACsSSK1 ACsSSK1
(CsSSKI)
Btk Strain
A: HEES; B: BKHR. *FREFEE (P<0.05),
A: Colony morphology; B: Colony diameter. * indicates significant difference (P<0.05).
B4 I ACSSSK1 WEFERSRERKER
Fig. 4 Colony morphology and growth rate of the mutant ACsSSK/
ACsSSK1 ACsSSKI(CsSSK1) B 30 L& WT-HNO8
; S ACsSSKI

B3 ACsSSKI(CsSSK1)

[\
(=

)

3 HHIF /N Conidia size/um
=

b
S
7= I
B K/%
847 Index

(=]

-o- WT-HNO08
-&- ACsSSK1
-+ ACsSSKI1(CsSSK1)

E 200 < 100p
(5]
; 2
— g gof
g 10 £
< 100 g oor
: F
E 50 3
Mﬁ ﬁ 20}
2 o Ao B 9
S SEe
@ 4 V@&
Bk Strain

oF

2 4 6
fi}/E] Time/h

[e]

A: SEMTIRS; B: EMRT AN C PfE; D: BFHEAE, ARG FRRRZFRBE (P<0.01),
A: Morphology of conidia ; B: Size of conidia; C: Sporulation capacity; D: Spore germination rates. Different lowercase
letters indicate extremely significant difference (P<0.01).

& 5

R ACSSSKI I ERFHEES (A) XK/ (B). FHE (C) R#FELAFE (D)

Fig. 5 Conidia morphology (A), conidia size (B), sporulation (C) and conidial germination rate (D) of the mutant ACsSSK/

223 abE A Bk pia R R R L0 i 6 RO
TE44 0.5, 1.0 mol/L NaCl, 1.0 mol/L 1AL
1.0 mol/L HEHE . 1.0 mol/L #ZikE . 100 ug/mL K
Remeasd bmaEftimkEEER, 5
WT-HNOS8 #f Ht , ACsSSK 1 745 0.5.1.0 mol/L NaCl
- b B v BRSNS 5 75.3%F
100% , ViHH ACsSSK1 i & £k e 52 7 SRS
ACsSSKI 7£ 1.0 mol/L IIALEE . 1.0 mol/L FEH |
1.0 mol/L #i Z5#F-Ae L & v ELAR /N, HHf 34K

TN 74.0%. 81.5%. 77.4%, Uil ACsSSKI %t &
BiE W R NV U AN, 7E 100 pg/mL RIS
FAR b ACsSSKI BT BARW /N, S 3
15.1%, VaHH ACsSSKI X KISRLT Jhaf 2 o7 f5ek

FHE T 12 35 R 532 i) 240 i R g R (1R 6 ) 2SRRI,
CsSSK1 £S5 i 2 48 e FB & Wi, 7l gEse

M 24 J B S B
224 AFHAIME RS I I E T 2 50 R

I\ SRR S e it X BB R 52 ), 45 R



628 ol AR F IR o5 45 3%
0.5 mol/L 1.0 mol/L 1.0 mol/L 1.0 mol/L 1.0 mol/L 100 pg/mL
A CK NaCl NaCl LLZYEE HEbE R ISR LT

WT-HNO08

ACsSSK1

ACsSSK1(CsSSK1)

B 150 -

100

50

1% Inhibition rate/%

F#] WT-HNO08

E= ACsSSK1
B ACsSSK1(CsSSKI)

0.5 mol/L 1.0 mol/L 1.0 mol/L 1.0 mol/L 1.0 mol/L 100 pg/mL
NaCl NaCl hF4EE TR Cikari BN
Ab3 Treatment

A: WRERKMBL; B: WA KIMGIHR, RE/NEFRFRZRNEE (P<0.01),
A: Colony growth status; B: Strain growth inhibition rate. Different lowercase letters indicate extremely significant difference (P<0.01).
B 6 RI{K ACSSSK1 Rr& 7R [E A8 K KL 89 bk B &3 #fr

Fig. 6 Comparative analysis of mutant ACsSSKI responses to different stress responses

TESWRHENEEMR |, 5 WT-HNOS AL, ACsSSKI
SEAR A TR T ELAR M S S5 1IN, ACsSSK T TEW
HEWERRE N 0.1, 0.5, 1.0, 5.0 pg/mL JFH
b, HAMERIRAK A 15.6% . 20.0% . 17.5% . 30.0%;
T = IR R T 70 JRUBE e SR B |, ACsSSK T
RANRM R BN, TEIZ5 500 21.6%F
48.1% (Kl 7). WEMEDFIIAREY, CsSSKI
PR £7 38 42 e T AT 0T % R I ) BRI A s
X} R BREI NG A ) R

225 HomAME eI ARG AR R
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