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Abstract Based on the monthly Sea Surface Temperature (SST) data from the Met Office Hadley Centre, the Global Precipitation
Climatology Project monthly precipitation data, and the historical simulations from Coupled Model Intercomparison Project Phase 6
(CMIP6) climate models, the present work investigates the seasonality of the SST-precipitation relationship over the tropical North
Atlantic and possible role of ENSO (EI Nifio-Southern Oscillation). It is found that the relationship of SST anomalies in the tropical
North Atlantic with local precipitation exhibits a remarkable seasonality. During spring and summer, there is a significant positive
correlation between SST and precipitation in this region, indicating a strong local ocean-atmosphere coupling. In contrast, in autumn
and winter, the ocean-atmosphere coupling weakens significantly, and almost no significant precipitation response to SST is detected.
Further analysis reveals that this seasonality is mainly associated with the seasonal cycle of the background SST and local SST
variability in the tropical North Atlantic. Despite cooler background SST in spring, the strong SST variability during this season
makes SST easy to exceed the convection threshold and thus induces precipitation anomalies. In summer, the warm background SST
favors the enhanced local ocean-atmosphere coupling. The relatively weak SST variability in autumn weakens the local precipitation
response, despite a relatively warm SST background. The cooler background SST in winter results in a weak ocean-atmosphere
coupling. ENSO has a significant influence on spring SST and precipitation anomalies in the tropical North Atlantic. As a result, the
strong local SST anomalies in spring are more likely to actively trigger local convective responses under ENSO forcing. However, in
other seasons, the impact of ENSO on SST anomaly in the tropical North Atlantic is relatively small, and thus there is almost no
difference in local ocean-atmosphere coupling in the tropical North Atlantic with or without ENSO SST forcing. These findings
emphasize the critical role of spring and summer tropical North Atlantic SST anomalies in local convection and associated climate
impacts, which is important for short-term climate prediction related to the tropical North Atlantic SST.

Key words Tropical North Atlantic, SST, Precipitation, Seasonality, ENSO
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HALH o &5 R, POl LR VPRI S F R K e R B IR 2 R . B B S, RXEIEE S HOKE
035 AE AR G, JR) b - SR 5 5 XTI, Bk & FR iR S 5, JR MR KOO T IR S R L B R . B ISR, i R S
T 7R A AR AIE 32 R PG G DR P A A A R B R M T I R R A R IR R R B A R AL P v U AR AT, %
25 14 T Tl 78 3 0T 9 3 T R L BB | A A A S B e 4 A0 A VA AL A5 2% DX S - SRR 5 T B R A R A R
L 5 , LR A /N ) T R A R0 g M o K ) S 555, B B S S IR I 5 4% 2 A R ) B A I IR 5 B0 IX U - ORB A B
H1 T ENSO X 45 Zx $H7 AL RV 9 1 i 57 5 119 838 5 W), 45 22 1% X B 7E ENSO 338 T 1% JR) b A IR 57 B0 2% ) 0K Js) 3t o 3t 5 T 7
FoAb 24y, 2% X B - & AR L % ENSO WSR2 IR/ o ABEFE B SR IE 1 B 2P0l L T PR IR S 3 0 80 Pl 3 0 i
A5 | 2 A g A 52 WD ) B A, 3 X S e P R A R B S

EEA ALKRTIE, R, Wk, B HE, ENSO
MEEHES P46l

1 5 5

P b R VG P 1) T 2 3R B 7R 4 BR K AR i
RO R AR AR L, H5 N AURE X JR) i R
AL AU AR, 34 AT SE S R RE A O T 42 BK
i) S % A8 R (Saravanan, et al, 2000; Marshall, et al,
2001; Pezzi, et al, 2001; Chang, et al, 2006;
Vimont, et al, 2007; Kushnir, et al, 2010; Yoon, et
al, 2010; Hastenrath, 2012; Murakami, et al, 2018;
W~ 55, 2019) . F B A9 WF 5T (Hastenrath, et al,
1977; Markham, et al, 1977) B &8, #iir db K PG 7
DX 2l 14 i S 5 EEL P AR I A G I e DX Y R K
FETE IR 25 (RORH G, i e 1) BAGHE G DRV 9 T O S 1
B B AR R TR, AR HL X
AU s R B, D AR A T e ) 25 5 B P AR R
Rk I 22 . VG AR L X R AR o Bt 6 R PG v b X
A 78 i S 3 5 B DR P T b 0 KB XU Bl A A
AOIEAR DG, B2 5| Bk 2= Ry A0 R G v i il T i
Jb IR 74 v B XL A 8 B R i 5 ) K R 3 b IXC 1Y
Wi W E LI, )2 W4T B (Gray, 1984; Xie,
et al, 2005; Wang, et al, 2006; Kossin, et al, 2007;
Vimont, et al, 2007; & ¢ fE 55, 2020; Saunders, et
al, 2020; Jones, et al, 2022) ., #H—EHF5¢(Watanabe,
et al, 1999; Robertson, et al, 2000; Bronnimann,
2007; Sung, et al, 2013; Yang, et al, 2018; s
&5 20109; Zhang, et al, 2019, 2023; Wang, et al,
2022; Gozdz, et al, 2024) B, iy J6 K VG ¥ i
S b m] 3 a9 4 A R P4 ¥ 9 3 (North Atlantic
Oscillation, NAO) X #44F KF-VE 19 JE /R JE 1 -1 7
#% 3 (El Nifio-Southern Oscillation, ENSO) f) I 3
T T Bl XA R AR A 7 AR S e, LAAE Y
R A AIE AR 2 B PR T 3R S o %) 228 I 1 IX R

A Y 52 ) S R G S IR G I T ] OR A
AHOCSE LAY, PR, TR AR 98 AT b R VGV Jm) Ml v
T S 5 R K O Z 6 T A AR G B R AR AR
SR B B R AR

FROT A6 I A b DX %) T IR RN R 3 2 Bl K FH
RN ARG PR R B B W T AR Ak . R R OK
EO S FEAE SR b, B W ) A RS Bl A N
o K P T Y B2 RN AR 3 48 5 (Intertropical
Convergence Zone, ITCZ) k2 b, I H ik 5
T K BH 8 5 496 24 29 D4 43 22— A~ JE B (Mitehell, et
al, 1992; Philander, et al, 1996; Li, et al, 1997; Gu,
et al, 2006; EFEMW 4, 2022) . K W5 (Graham,
et al, 1987; Lau, et al, 1997; Johnson, et al, 2010;
Ren, et al, 2021; Williams, et al, 2023) & 3, #77
TR AN I R GEAFE AR R, HA iR A 3
— 5 Y I {E S AT B | 6 AL 5 A A AR 10 > R A
T AR, B A A I R R, R R DL R X
Tito PRI, FAGHE b R P 3 b DX 50 IR A 2= 1 1)
IARA ] B 5 3L R b I IR R R R R OC R AR
AR ZEFTRAL B FE2ZR . #l, Jiang L S5
(2022) %5 th, &ML ekH 2 2 B bR
VG T L R 23 ) R R R 55, R L Y SRy X
UL ENTE b 2GR T IA R 3R B K g
W AR B AR A B AR sh A OG . BRI, 2B R A
AL K VY ¥ T 5 AN I 2=V 0 2 0 w] e o AR
TEFR ST P J0 K VG ¥ Joy Hb i R 5 B 7K OC R BT, A
BRI RSy FE AT

FE b #4077 ¥ I B 3 AR B AR R A 5,
ENSO fE % 2 R 38 AH A A I R P9 Ve XI5 |
B AR 7 % (Covey, et al, 1978; Nobre, et
al, 1996; Enficld, et al, 1997; Chiang, et al, 2002;
Huang, 2004; Xie, et al, 2004; #§ & %, 2010;
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Amaya, et al, 2014; Taschetto, et al, 2016; Garcia-
Serrano, et al, 2017; Yang, et al, 2018; Yin, et al,
2019) . 78 ENSO ZERAE I F F, Pl JL R IX
Sl TT UL I B S 3 A TR S B R TR R R JE T
ol A 7 2 BT G DR PG 9 UL S O R T TE R JE B
TE AR AR ZE A AL DY VR T I U 182 R I . ENSO
F G A 5 R P L R i B AE R B AR AL, gE T
5 W) J b v ARG A A BT G R T I XY
¥ i 5+ % (Carton, et al, 1996; Enfield, et al, 1997;
Saravanan, et al, 2000) . A K% 3 H AP 2L
il LB PR L R VOV AR KU 8 B DD IR, —
ol D 4 ek A R S B AL A R R, D) — e 0] AR
My AN RSV -E 36 (Pacific North American, PNA)
1% FH % ¢ (Hoskins, et al, 1981; Wallace, et al,
1981; Enfield, et al, 1997; Sasaki, et al, 2015; Hu,
et al, 2023) . BRILZ AL, ENSO X #ut K v v X
I 1) 6 7K o3 A A E 2 64 98 1 4 ] (Enfield, et al,
1999; Dai, et al, 2000; Jiang F, et al, 2021) Jiang
FAE(2021) WH5E %W, L ENSO Kk JRAF I B ZE & I
FEIRAR B 2, P PG R K 6T ENSO B i 7 12
&, I H B K VP ITCZ (345 Ve RS 3l X Al i
o 5 P 28 [ B B YRR . PR, 2B R F] ENSO X
T b IV ¥ J b YA IR R R K R T, 1 SR T 4R
T —A M8 7E ENSO RS T, #F b K
VI Jmy U U 5 R K 0 G R R A s R AR B R A

U R BT 7 1 ARG b R DY T 96 I S
Xof 4 3R R AR A A 78 28 9 52 i, H G T 3Ry 1 1 iR
5K FR BT TEAT SR BN A R, 395 B 3112 X 5k
T Uk S R JR R S AR A R e R M A )
ST A L RV T S A IR I R A =R B, JR)
Hu IR S B K OC R R 22 R R AR O . HE—
A, 7E ENSO 338 iVE T, iS5 B K R & K
REBRRAEZABMEERRST . Kk, A5 1
3 A3 B BT Jb DR P Ry TR S KOG R 1
W 2E R, IFHR T ENSO g i 3 38 78 H i Al fig
FH, Sk Bt 0 FI0I AR A6 IV 3 T il S R AH OG0 R
SRR B S W S PR A AR R

2 BORIAINE

i FH ) BB HE . (1) 95 [F iG585 00 rpon $2 AL Y
% F -1 R B OB (HadISST1.1), ¥ /K 47
RN 1°x1°(Rayner, et al, 2003 ); (2) 38 [F 2 BRF

KA H0 (GPCC) 2 41t iy 42 BRI K BERE SCrh i
ST B 1979—2023 4F . O 1 S il W sk K vy
W R MR 5K CR, SCh Wi T2 5 EER
R EL BT RIS 6 B Bt (CMIP6) 11 35 A~ Ak
T U W 7 e D R RS g
(R 1) H TR AR RS B A R, S
ot AR A 28— e (BP r1ilp1£1 350 ) o
7 18 3 25 155 25 18] 43 BE R A AR 22 5, S e AU
PR [ 15 K CMIP6 B4 Jo i (5 2] 1°0x 1oy 4% A1 1
PTG M. T CMIP6 By s B fbl 4t =
2014 4%, iy R IE 5 0 I — #E 0 B RN B, i
1969—2014 4EGERFEAT 4017

Nino3.4 4§ %% # & X & ( 5°N— 5°S, 170°—
120°W) DX a1 3879 R0 B2 S o R L R PE VT
T E W IR B ONTA) 9 2 XA (5°—25°N,
75°—15°W) W) X V- 240 R R B2 % o i T oy
5 ENSO AH I (1% $AH7 K -V v et o 38 75 7 36 K
PO R RIRE 5w 5K CRFNEZS D
AR, BEXT A AT K. X TEART,
24 [ ) Nino3.4 48 B0 4 XHE A /N T 0.5 BHE A
ENSO ¥ {5 5838, /T 0.5 i W32 4 JC ENSO i i
s aE, ELRAED UL 2.0 BLAb, Sk 4 Bk AR W7 1T RE

F1 SRR 35 4 CMIP6 S fptkat,
Table I 35 CMIP6 climate models utilized in this study

st A T pist 4 i
ACCESS-CM2 HORFIIE GISS-E2-1-G XH
ACCESS-ESM1-5  HAFIIE GISS-E2-1-H XH
BCC-CSM2-MR P GISS-E2-2-G £
BCC-ESM1 h GISS-E2-2-H ESE|
CAMS-CSM1-0 i IPSL-CM6A-LR PR
CanESM5 JMER | IPSL-CM6A-LR-INCA  ¥&[H
CAS-ESM2-0 h MCM-UA-1-0 ESE|
CESM2 g MIROC6 HA
CESM2-WACCM-FV2 K[ MPI-ESM-1-2-HAM ]
CMCC-CM2-HR4 YIEYN MPI-ESM1-2-HR fhIE
EC-Earth3-CC W MPI-ESM1-2-LR gt
FGOALS-f3-L P MRI-ESM2-0 HA
FIO-ESM-2-0 h NESM3 hiE
E3SM-1-0 g NorESM2-LM E7191
E3SM-1-1-ECA £ NorESM2-MM Wk
E3SM-1-1 ES SAMO-UNICON I

GFDL-CM4 ESE| TaiESM1 TEEE

GFDL-ESM4 ES
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F2  FFAAHIE ENSO 380 {4 HEHL
Table 2 Events with or without influence of ENSO in the four seasons
H ENSOR¥ i 4E JCENSOS¥ 4R
1983,1984, 1985, 1986, 1987, 1989, 1992, 1996, 1998, 1999, ;3(7)?‘ ;332‘ ;(9)3;‘ ;(9)(8)42;\ ;ziz‘ ;(9)(9)2‘ ;z?;‘ ;z?i‘ ;3?:‘ ;3?2‘ ;3?;‘
wE 2000, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2016, 2018, 2019 2020\ X ) ' ) A ) ) ) ) )
1979, 1980, 1981, 1986, 1990, 1992, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1998, 2001,
1982, 1983, 1984, 1985, 1987, 1988, 1989, 1991, 1993, 1997,
J-ES 1999 2000. 2002. 2010. 2015. 2019 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014,
: : ' h : 2016, 2017, 2018, 2020
- 1982, 1983, 1985, 1986, 1987, 1988, 1995, 1997, 1998, 1999, 1979, 1980, 1981, 1984, 1989, 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1996,
LS5 2002, 2004. 2006, 2007, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2015, 2017, 2020 2000, 2001, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2016, 2018, 2019
1979, 1982, 1983, 1984, 1986, 1987, 1988, 1991, 1994, 1995, 1980 1981. 1985. 1989 1990 1992 1993. 1996. 2003. 2012. 2013
L& 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007 2019\ A ) ) ) ) ) ) ) A )
2008. 2009, 2010, 2011, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2020

FRSE R, X A B BORNEEAT T 2B Ak Bl SR AT T
T B T . — v M550 R
WA BT 7 2, R RGA ¢ 6 36 %o G i 4 SR R AT

3

AR

BT ALK P I R

KA ETE2E S
BT T 442275 NTA 4350 815 0 5] 15

It

=

T R LR K

ol BE RN K S8 B9 25 [ 3 A . WL B, NTA &
S o N A 4 DX IE VR 5 (S 22, NTA B G fERF X
JO7 87 U S ) L X R W NTA AT DL & By JE R

30°N

1

T J5) R S B R AR PR AR AL RRAE . e A, YR
W 25 8] A RS R B — E B B 2 5
X HEF(XPEXHFEFENI—SH EFN6—8
HOBER9—11 H. &5 0 12 A=K 2 A) SR,
B Rk =R s, I H. e 1) ¥ I 59 0 O TR
0, 3 AT E -5 32 DX IR P 1) BR R AT K 1 L Bz
A K. SR, NTA 5 5y K = 1 % R AE AR
TN S B, F5, BE K

S B PR AL DRV P L A R 3 X, ik R
A BT 6 DR VG 35 R b 1 98 i S RT DA R G B9
KSR, 2, ARIERELIN 2 S BUR R KD (] 1a)

1979—2023 4= NTA 4353 B A4 AR K 28 () PG RIRE FW (SHL, 200 C) (a. B, b. HE, o B, d. &

5 AT RATRI L 95% {5 AR TR SRR S0, B IR SRR BRI, i (O NE S BT 5 RO LR PU X 3k

Fig. 1

Regressed simultaneous precipitation (shaded) and SST (contour, unit: °C) anomalies upon (a) spring, (b) summer,

(¢) autumn, and (d) winter NTA index during 1979—2023 (dots represent precipitation anomalies above the 95% confidence level;

the blue box denotes the tropical North Atlantic region)
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K2 NTA 5 R bR K 58 MG R AEX T HE
HH S 385, AR 1b FToR, 321X 380 A0 1 VA IR S5 R
BRI K IE 2%, X R E 2 NTA H A B
1) 52 M) Jeg b RO AR S S8 T T . XS 2T
WF 58—, B 5 NTA 25 % k3 51 i K EH
XK, PT343 1Y) KR <. AU (Hong, et al, 2014;
%, 20165 Jiang L S, et al, 2021, 2022) . #H
Lz R, B2 NTA 5 R K 35 R4 o 2
R ES, AR, 78 G I R P Y e S e X LR
AR B E WK S0, B3 W K OE S8 220
FIHAGH X (B 1c) o 42, Sk E TR,
L b5 b XU IR 5 K B R S O R — 2B 0 .
ot R U, Bk . A 2R BT AU R DY VE 9 TR S X )R
b YT 7 K A A A B e o 0 7 B T R

E A W58 (Jiang F, et al, 2021, 2022; Zhang, et
al, 2021) 45 i, ENSO Xt #47 b K 78 1 ) 16 7L 70 B
KEH AP BAEm ., B2 LiRE-SHE LR
B 4352 ) ENSO W50 () 52 ma e 7 Sk TR 5T
X — [ B, JF— KA T A JC ENSO T3 55 36 1 34
7 A6 KV T Ry T IR S R K P RR A O R (& 2 A
3). WE 2w, 7EJC ENSO IR T, F. &
7 NTA 5 Jay Hb B K 5 5 4K TH A7 76 1E A0 O (8] 2a.
b), MRk, 4T ARFELE B FE A (F 2¢. d), X 50T
LI —3 ., fEH ENSOEMAIEN T, HE
T2 X S8 I IR S R M X O B A 56 (8] 3a) 5 TG

30°N

ENSO iff i 5 38 09 1% oL (& 2a) , B 2= 0 A 55
(3b), Bk & FRRAAFAE B F (K 3c. d) .
h T RAE ARG E, K 4 g T A dE R
T X 359 (4 VTR 5 K R TR A BT A OE R
B HAE A JC ENSO MR aRIA F 225 . X T 5.
BBz X0 S K A RIS XR, A
A ZRECH 0.59 F10.77, £ 4 ENSO iR 588 T 1)
AH & B0 ) 0.71 F110.74, 7EJC ENSO i 5138
T35 h 0.49 1 0.79, A REHGE T T 95% 15
JERE . X2 R, Bk &SRR AR, T
AR ECR 0.2 85 0, A5 ENSO I i 3836~ A9 A1
X BB R 0.08 F11—0.02, JC ENSO ¥ Il 58 38 T
S35k 0.27 A1 0.13, AHC R B A 8 i 95% 15

4 PO AC RV R S R S R K
KA T 225 Al RE ML

N THRIENTA SR K TR RFET 2R
(T REAIL, B ek A T $HE AL R PE PR S A i T
SRR EW M54 (B 5) . Jiang F 5
(2021) KB AVEYE ITCZ BA W A9 Jb A KR,
TR A AR B R R K AR RUAE I 32 (D 3 Sk
B S1a) o — I, ITCZ Ar T3 ¥ 1 I 2 fifi 5]
fiki L, T ik A TTCZ A A AR L Y, IF HL 51
7 B9 ITCZ 43 B (Mitchell, et al, 1992; Philander,

20 ]

10

K2 [FE 1, {578 ENSO iR RIE
Fig. 2 Same as Fig. 1 but for years without ENSO SST forcing
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Fig. 3 Same as Fig. 1 but for years with ENSO SST forcing

o | DAL, TTCZ B H IV 1 38 %0 37 3 (o B 2 AL A 5
PAF ALKV X IR (E] Sb, o) o &%, BEE KHE
£ 06 - ENEN CIN A 2 2 N A NI S A G BT R A
g ITCZ W B & 3 R PEVE b ([ 5d) . 0 H A,
S 04 - A T HH Jb K P R M (5°—25°N, 75°—15°W)
E DX 3~ XA ) U i A0 A K AF T B B 45 AR B AE A4
5 02 A BRI . R 6 T UL, Il R PG P U IR N R K A
|:| D B I (Y AR 35, Bk 2R 0 IR B e, X BT 425 28C,
0 1 — 17T 1B 9t XA 38 43 X Ja g ek 28°C (18] Se), [l i
Spring Summer Autumn Winter KA S 3 i A AT AR A B KR D, 35 1TCZ

4 1979—2023 4F 4% Z 1 B B IL R Y T X S0P 3 g
TR FITREE 7K S8 1 [ AR OC R A (L0 U 3om BT 48, IR (0, 3R
JG ENSO ¥R 3838, & (13275 ENSO Iffi 338 , 520 H R R AH
KRBGET 95% M1E RS

Fig. 4 Simultaneous correlation coefficient of area-
averaged sea surface temperature with precipitation over
the tropical North Atlantic in four seasons during
1979—2023 (red bars indicate all years; gray bars indicate years
without ENSO SST forcing; yellow bars indicate years with ENSO
SST forcing; the solid bars represent values above the 95%

confidence level)

et al, 1996; Li, et al, 1997; Gu, et al, 2006; F gk
8,2022), I DL A EEOG G RV LY 1TCZ,
B, A KV PR b 0 ITCZ F 2y T L 45
10° A R X (6] 5a) . 3 T3 Bk 2, ME K
BH T 55 s 1) AU By, $AH RV VA BB b = 226 F ok
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