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Situation Analysis and Prospect of Mineral Resources Development and Utilization in China
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(Information Center of Ministry of Natural Resources, Beijing 100036, China)

Abstract: Under the influence of multiple factors such as slowdown of global economic growth, intensification of geopolitical
conflicts and acceleration of energy transformation, the mineral resources market presents complex and changeable
characteristics. In order to better grasp the current situation and development trend of mineral resources development and
utilization in China, a combination of quantitative and qualitative research methods was adopted, and statistical and comparative
analysis methods were comprehensively used to conduct in-depth analysis of domestic and foreign mineral resource market data.
By sorting out key indicators such as mineral product output, price, investment, import and export, the operational situation of
China’s mineral resources market was revealed. By comparing the development and utilization of mineral resources between
China and major economies in the world, the status and characteristics of China in the global mineral resources market were
clarified. The development and utilization of mineral resources in China was comprehensively analyzed, and the internal and
external factors facing its development were grasped. The results show that in 2024, the trend of the global mining market is
obviously divided, the price of energy minerals falls, the price of most non-ferrous metals rises, and the price of precious
metals such as gold continues to rise sharply. China’s mining investment has increased, geological exploration investment and
mining fixed asset investment have maintained a high growth trend, and the development of mineral resources has shifted

significantly to the west. The proportion of relevant indicators in the western region has continued to rise, the diversified
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mining development pattern dominated by state-owned holding enterprises has become more reasonable, and the production
efficiency of mining enterprises has been continuously improved. The development and utilization of mineral resources generally
shows a trend of “quantity increase and price decrease”. The national raw ore production continues to grow, but the price of
mineral products generally declines, resulting in a year-on-year decrease in the total output value of the mining industry, the
sales income of mineral products and the total annual interest and tax of enterprises. Looking forward to 2025, the slowdown of
global economic growth and the increase of supply will lead to the weakening of the international bulk mineral market and the
differentiation of the price trend of different mineral products. The global geological exploration investment has fallen back, but
the domestic geological exploration investment is expected to continue to increase. The production of China’s mining industry is
expected to remain stable, but the economic benefits and profits of enterprises have declined. Energy transformation will greatly
promote the growth of demand for clean energy technology minerals, and the market value of key minerals is expected to reach
$ 770 billion in 2040. To this end, China needs to give full play to the advantages of a unified domestic market and economic
internal circulation, and strengthen the real economy. Scientific and technological innovation should be relied on to promote the
transformation and upgrading of energy and mineral resources industry. International cooperation should be strengthened to
ensure the effective supply of overseas mineral resources. And sustainable development and utilization of mineral resources
should be promoted, so as to provide a solid guarantee for high-quality economic development.

Key words: Mineral exploration, Mineral resources development, Supply and demand of mineral products, Price of mineral

products, Mining market
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Table 2 Changes of major statistical indicators of China’s mining (or oil and gas) enterprises
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2010 11.35 761.32 85.63 32 315.29 21 351.46 9 746.42
2015 8.46 543.21 78.35 26 090.54 16 723.82 3 636.24
2020 4.70 417.75 101.52 26 847.67 28 297.10 8 177.06
2021 4.22 400.78 109.99 35 345.68 39 295.66 17 338.00
2022 3.95 395.01 112.81 47 437.54 47 671.53 24 678.78
2023 3.92 391.96 117.01 43 972.70 43 334.84 19 873.15
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Table 3 Changes of major economic indicators of non oil and gas mineral mining enterprises with different sizes in China

4 [ 2023 4EAH 3.81 113.50 31 702.16 31 046.79 7 889.07
HHEE 2016 AEHE KR/ % —50.90 49.30 162.30 199.30 632.80
AR KR ) Y —9.70 5.90 14.80 17.00 32.90

""" K® o 202344  1.05 9681  24988.81  24181.32 691535
A% 2016 AEI KR/ % 155.40 114.80 217.90 254.50 678.80
AEH KR )Y 14.30 11.50 18.00 19.80 34.10

""" g TpozsaEm T os T 12069 5321060 521242 925.89
FHEL 2016 EHEK R/ % 67.30 —0.90 108.90 143.20 957.30
EERK R/ % 7.60 —0.10 11.10 13.50 10.10

""" JNECT 023450 1.8 100 139175 1653.05 47.82
#2016 4EHEK R/ % —74.90 —77.90 —17.20 17.50 —52.70
ARV K Y% —17.90 —19.40 —2.70 2.30 —10.10

TE R PO AS S i < 7 R
23 REMEMEESERT =S

REVR AN AR B AR 6 Jm 7 7 2 [ R 8 B il i A i B2
Yy LAl AR AL IT Kb o5 A A A R
LA MOlk N BER BETTSR AT RE T A L Tl
S AR O T Al R S 2 R
4 80 /e (UL 4), Hovb, BEUR A 7™ fif T B ik

b NG A B T BT E B B AR
Aok A 2 i 42 60 90 LA L5 dEbF K H A AR 45 )8 B
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Table 4 The proportion of statistical indicators for the exploitation and utilization of various mineral resources in China in 2023

%

%1 ITRE' Ml AR BHREEES amE T A =E BERA R IRTE e R BL
e v ™ 15.1 68.1 30.1 37.5 68.7 68.2 75.0 79.4
RELET = 7.6 5.8 6.5 5.0 5.5 6.5 5.1 3.2
HFaLEy - 6.1 6.3 4.4 3.9 7.4 7.4 7.8 5.6
Hamy e 3.4 3.5 0.9 0.5 2.2 2.2 2.3 1.4
CERTE 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.7 0.8 1.5 0.8
15 4l B A R 5.0 1.3 2.2 2.2 1.0 1.1 0.4 0.5
e TH ™= 3.2 2.9 3.0 2.8 3.9 3.7 4.5 3.0
AR S H A AR 4 )R 57.5 11.4 52.3 47.7 10.2 9.9 3.3 6.0
KR 7= 1.7 0.5 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.0
R k4 )R 72.6 79.4 82.4 85.2 78.9 78.1 78.4 85.3

TE R P BUEAS S < 7 R
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Table 5 The proportion of major statistical indicators of 16 kinds mineral resources in China in 2023 to the national total %{

v LIRS NN AR B Farea TRl s A AiE PRUR B
o 11.1 67.2 45.8 36.0 68.6 68.0 75.2 79.3

H T FAOK 3.8 0.8 1.3 1.3 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.1
B 6.7 5.3 4.9 4.9 5.4 6.3 5.1 3.1
HH 1.7 2.2 2.3 1.9 2.8 2.8 3.3 2.0
B 0.7 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.8 0.8 0.2 0.6
- 0.3 0.5 0.6 0.8 1.1 1.1 2.1 1.3
e 2.5 1.9 3.1 0.5 1.6 1.5 1.7 1.0
& 3.1 3.2 4.7 0.5 2.0 2.0 2.1 1.3

W 38 2.1 0.5 0.6 0.1 0.2 0.5 0.2 0.1
L 0.0 0.3 0.3 0.7 1.1 1.2 2.1 1.1
720 0.7 0.9 1.2 0.6 1.3 1.0 1.3 1.1
Aih 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.3 0.3
KUK # 3.9 1.6 4.9 14.5 3.6 3.5 1.6 2.2
AR I 12.3 2.4 5.8 13.3 1.7 1.6 0.6 1.3
ALK A 3.1 0.8 3.2 3.4 0.5 0.5 0.1 0.3
A BE K 1.6 0.4 0.9 3.1 0.5 0.5 0.2 0.3
16 # =41t 54.1 88.7 80.2 82.5 92.0 92.4 96.0 95.5
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SR Al T iR R R KR S W 1) PR A% L 2016 4F

DLk, V8 3 Hb D BT 7 B R O & R — R A B
T b i 4 A Lo B RE R b L T AR M XA R G
Fabm i L TE R W R BRSO R PG R XY A
WA 1L Al A 3 5 B4 50 % DL L5k
FEEFSE I R BT B A L Tk B
FEAEL R 7= i A A B R A A 5090 (L
#6),
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Table 6 The proportion of statistical indicators for the exploitation and utilization of
non oil and gas mineral resources in different regions of China in 2023 %
X A% IF R Bt B R A A7 TP EE R EERA A

I L X 17.9 15.5 21.5 18.7 11.8 11.4 9.2

5 2016 4 A —0.2 —2.1 —4.1 —10.5 —8.5 —8.6 0.0
O hmx 265 sea 296 521 385 382 346

5 2016 4F L —4.4 —5.4 —2.4 —1.1 —1.0 —1.2 0.0
"""""" wHEMK 556 501 489 492 497 504 563

5 2016 4 iR 4.6 7.5 6.5 11.5 9.5 9.8 0.0

VE R B AT 8+ 48 2023 4R 5 2016 4R 5 HLARAR IO B H AR R TR,

25 HNEAEREVAFNESTHT UFLZER
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B 7 b Al P B 5 3 A8 TR RIAR L 23 W] B
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didlE B A (R 7, DL S A B Al
L RURVE Ak Bl 22 Fh 22 55 o 3 A7 ) 2 e A B
M FFEAE S H R G B, R Bl AR Al ) B A A
W 25 J s Ml A 2 WA PR IR FRAR R AL . 2023 4F

55 2016 AFFEH” Ak IT A M T 2GR AR 5 L
LI 8. A 8 AIAL A RITAE A FIZEA 14l
£ 2023 4F B £ T B G bR B9 & He 5 2016 4R AR
P MR B 14, I A R 70 20 LA B RVE Al
Bl A7 Aol By A7 BR2S W) B0 Z2 AR AR B o T T
Wi s SR BEAL BB 7 i M S (B 7 i B
A AR RN Y o A R T R SR ITRE A TR B
XA Ml ) B2 B9 AN B 8 R 52 35 Ml Aol 2% W) BRI
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Table 7 Main statistical indicators and proportion of state-owned and state-controlled enterprises in domestic enterprises in 2023

N afm//l‘ff&z/ WA 7/ AL/ Tk &=/ oA/ e A/
i e t fe75 fz75 fe75 1278
A A 45 R Al 6 224 55.73 3 200.67 19 796.03 19 314.71 4 958.79
HAeEE/ % 16.5 50.1 54.6 63.1 62.9 63.5
"""""""""""" Kebmy 4788 5512 3102.37  19542.64  19066.80  4939.90
R R I e % 22.7 51.4 60.2 65.2 65.6 63.7
""""""""""""" AEG 143 061 98.31 25339 247.92  18.89
di /NI H % 8.6 15.3 13.8 18.3 15.1 40.3
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Table 8 The proportion of main statistical indicators of exploitation and utilization for mining enterprises in China %
e I GLEC S
PN e Al B o L [ A Al ARFTEAR  RBARAR BE A Jofb Py B Al

URITREY 2016 99.3 3.6 23.8 4.9 57.0 10.0 0.7
2023 99.3 2.9 70.3 2.9 20.0 3.2 0.7

COMEAKC 2016 986 255 3.0 163 9.0 18 14
2023 99.0 8.4 71.5 14.5 3.6 1.0 1.0

g 20160 5.7 203 3.6 158 220 0w 13
2023 98.0 7.5 74.6 9.9 5.1 0.8 2.0

CEgwE 2016 983 212 6.9 225 w9 29 7
2023 98.8 9.5 75.0 8.6 3.8 1.8 1.2

CTALAE 2016 956 281 3.2 216 01 26 14
2023 98.9 8.1 72.7 15.6 1.9 0.6 1.1

CHislcA 2016 9.8 289 3.8 208 0.9 23 12
2023 98.9 7.9 72.1 15.7 2.6 0.7 1.1

CEflEE 2016 926 292 26.6 252 s5 1 74
2023 98.9 7.1 72.4 17.7 1.1 0.6 1.1
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Fig.4 Change trend of production and operation

efficiency of mining enterprises in China
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Table 9 Main per capita statistical indicators of various mines in 2023 and average annual growth rate
N7 ik AP r= {8 A a5 A AN FE

Al 253 Hofl/ Y Bt/ B AR/ Bt/ A Bt/ R AR/
/I % (FI6/ N % Jie/ Ao % (/N %
2 [H 3 353.69 10.1 93.67 19.4 91.74 21.6 23.31 38.2
A £l 2 991.11 11.9 90.57 17.2 85.97 18.4 19.75 32.4
H IR T A H 3503.86 10.5 95.33 19.6 92.62 21.4 23.63 42.8
T A R A 2 290.27 4.8 100.43 15.8 99.17 18.8 28.36 33.6
AE Al 4767.31 13.4 49.29 19.2 65.61 27.3 7.30 31.5
HoAtl 9 % Aol 2 719.08 9.1 58.48 21.8 60.06 26.9 13.69 35.9
AR BE Al 6 625.65 3.8 97.50 2.0 94.29 4.7 24.06 9.6
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