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The diachronic and synchronic structure of the digital society
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Figure 2 The systematic analytical framework for different stages of the digital society
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Reinterpreting the “Digital Society” .
The restructuring of social forms driven by technology
LIU Tian — yu'’, WANG Shuo’
(1.School of Humanities, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China;
2. School of Maxism, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China;
3. Al Ethics Lab, Southeast University, Nanjing 210096, China)

Abstract: The digital society refers to a social form driven by digital technology, a multi — layered and complex system that constantly
evolves and generates through technological iterations. Reinterpreting the digital society is of significant necessity and should follow a
systematic analytical framework of “core technological devices — social organizational logic — social relational structure - social ethi-
cal issues”. Accordingly, from the advent of electronic computers to the popularity of the global Internet, from the rise of artificial in-
telligence to the emergence of large language models, the digital society has undergone four rounds of social form reconstruction driven
by technology. As the “core technological device” , digital technology continually drives the iteration of “social organizational logic”

“social ethical issues”.

and the reorganization of “social relational structure” , while also giving rise to new and increasingly complex
The reinterpreting of the digital society will help better address the social transformations empowered by digital technology and lead to-
ward a smarter and more sustainable digital civilization.

Key words: digital society; digital technology; artificial intelligence; large language models



