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On the Early Spread of Information about Artemisinin Research

Zhou Cheng
(Center for Social Studies of Science, Peking University, Beijing 100871)

Abstract: In this paper, the initial publication of the chemical structure of artemisinin on Chinese Science Bulletin
(1977) , as well as the disclosure of its antimalarial efficacy and R&D process on Guangming Daily (1978) are
documented, and both events have revealed the contribution of Tu Youyou and the Institute of Chinese Medicine of Academy
of Traditional Chinese Medicine in the identification and structure determination of artemisinin. The author argues that the
disclosure of the particular details in artemisinin’s antimalarial research actually did not bring any disadvantages to the
invention patent application of artemisinin; instead, it has played a certain role to make Tu Youyou, a 2015 Nobel Prize

winner in Physiology or Medicine.
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