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Abstract: The function of science education in botanical gardens has gained a worldwide increasing impor—

tance. Many studies report about methods of science education in botanical gardens. Less research on this topic

has been conducted within China, some theories may not adapt to particularities of the Chinese situation. In

general, there are two main categories of methods of science education, i.e., the pedagogue—centered type and

the learner—centered type. Our research aims to discuss the rationality and the value of learner—centered educa—

tion in botanical gardens in China. The effectiveness of learner—centered education was tested using data that

were derived from both behavior observation, questionnaires and interview focusing on learners’ reaction.

Keywords: learner—centered; constructivism; behavior observation; questionnaire; interview
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