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Abstract: With the theoretical development of Public Understanding of Science and the failure of Deficit

Model, many nations began to seek for the way for the public to participate in making decision on public af-
fairs related to science and technology. Among those attempts, consensus conference is a typical one. This arti-
cle takes the first Japanese nationwide consensus conference held in 2000 as case, briefly analyzes and dis-
cusses its background, main content, significance and problems. Such study can help us to know more about
the Japanese practice of Public Understanding of Science from a specific aspect, and bring helpful reflection
for us.
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