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Integrating Paradigm of Popularization and Paradigm of Innovation:
A Discussion on the Science Communication

Sun Wenbin LiLi Tang Shukun

(School of Humanities and Social Science in University of Science and Technology of China, Hefei 230026)

Abstract:  “Innovation paradigm” has become the new convention of science communication, with a focus on knowledge
economy and national innovation systems. “ Popularization paradigm” stresses on scientific culture and human scientific
quality. At present, both paradigms make up the two ideas of the domestic study of science communication. Based on the first
and second level of science communication theory, the third-level theory of science communication has become important,
which focuses on public participate in science research, and the effective way to realize “four sciences and two abilities” .
According to the latest research trends of science communication, the three stages can be expanded into five stages:
“traditional science popularization”, “public understanding of science”, “public thinking of science”, “public participation in
science”, “public science service”. These five stages together form the structured system of “science communication”, which

can not only promote science quality of citizens but also complete our national innovation systems. Besides that, the five—stage
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provides certain theory support for the forming of social sciences and culture, and for the changing of government functions in

the field of science communication.

Keywords: science communication; popularization paradigm; innovation paradigm; the five —stage theory; the third -level

science communication; structured system.
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