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Practice Research on Science Communication in Minority Areas: Taking the IEC
Strategy of Planned Immunity for Children as Example

Niu Wenyi Wang Yan Zhang Jingxu
(School of Public Health, Peking University, Beijing 100191)

Abstract: Objective: To understand how the effective channel of science communication of planned immunity for children
“IEC”  (Information-Education—Communication, IEC) in minority areas was established. Methods: 1.Visit and observation: vis—
iting village cadres, villagers, local song singers——the main heirs and transmitters of local culture to figure out the effective
means of communication of information in Miao and Dong Minorities. 2. Questionnaire, focused group discussions and individual
in—depth interviews. Results: 1. Find out the appropriate way of communicative strategy: lectures of village cadres; interleaf in the
vaccination certificate, local songs and posters. 2. The effect of the folklore elements in the communication based on sociology
study: they offer a unique and effective way to publicize the information and this kind of diffusion can get to the minor—cultural
community. 3. According to the refinement of the information and the folklore: four kinds of materials were made. After the im—

provement of the materials in two pretests, these materials can be highly understood ,accepted and approved by 80% of the local

people.
Keywords: ethnic minorities; science communication; pretest; IEC strategy; folklore elements; small mass
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