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Abstract; Studies based on surveys show that the scientists’ portraits as one kind of visual images plays an important role in
affecting students’ understanding of scientists and science in their minds. This article introduces the usual theory and methodology
of research of scientists’ portraits, and verifies the essential role of scientists’ portraits in the cognitive process of pupils in China
through positive studies by means of questionnaire survey and interviews. This article also makes a preliminary comparison of the
analysis of the local investigation results with the abroad research of scientists’ portraits. The authors suggest a new field in
science communication study with a new perspective and provide a new approach for practice.
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