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Abstract: The public understanding of engineering is derived from the public understanding of science, and

now it has already been proposed as an independent concept of social policy. With the example of controversy on

the hydropower exploration of Nujiang, this article elaborates the inspiration on the controversy of mass media on

engineering for the public understanding of engineering. It also suggests that there are limitations to the public un—

derstanding of engineering respectively in the segments of signal source, channel and destination of the commu—

nicating system of this controversy, which we must take measures to ameliorate.

Keywords: Nujiang; controversy; the public understanding of engineering
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