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Basic Connotations of Li Dazhao’s View of Science and Its
Contemporary Implications

Wu Lin

( Department of Cultural Popularization, China University of Labor Relations, Beijing 100048 )

Abstract: The pioneers of the Communist Party of China emphasized the role of science in enlightening
and transforming society. As one of the earliest Marxists in China, Li Dazhao had a unique perspective
on science. This paper adopts a historical contextualist methodology, attempting to return to the context
of the May Fourth New Culture Movement. Based on the examination of historical materials, it is
found that, compared with his contemporaries, Li Dazhao adhered to active historical materialism.
He based his actions on a belief in the spirit of science, advocated scientific methods from a dialectical
materialist standpoint, and practiced a unity of knowledge and action. He revered the view of science as
both epistemology and methodology, applying it to academic research and practical life. He promoted
a materialistic view of history and an enterprising outlook on life without falling into the trap of
scientism. This perspective enhances our understanding of the spirit of scientific rationality and provides
contemporary insights for promoting Chinese—style modernization, emphasizing the cultivation and
advocacy of scientific spirit and a pragmatic ethos in ideology and actively conducting research with both
problem awareness and emotional care in practice.
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The Rise of Science and Educational Films and Their Multiple Missions
in 1950s China

Wang Jiangshan

( School of Humanities, University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049 )

Abstract: Inthe 1950s, the rise of science and educational films in China established foundational creative
principles with enduring influence, which reflected the characteristics of the times. This study examines
the evolution of science and educational films in China during this period, tracing the historical context of
their emergence and analyzing relevant literature and archival materials. It is argued that the basic form and
characteristic nature of science and educational films became gradually clear during this phase, marking the
establishment of the science and educational film industry in New China. Of particular interest is the multiple
missions assigned to science and educational films by the state, which underwent transitions reflecting the
era, from serving production practices to emphasizing scientific, ideological, and artistic aspects, and
finally to serving political propaganda needs. These transitions profoundly embody the scientific views of
China in the 1950s and reflect important features of the science popularization efforts at that time, offering
valuable insights for contemporary science popularization work.
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