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Using the Advantage of “Human”: Research on the Application of
Virtual Digital Human in Science Popularization

Cai Yukun Chen Yuyao

( College of Tourism and Media, Chongging Jiaotong University, Chongging 400074 )

Abstract: In recent years, the development and application of virtual digital humans have been
heeded in science popularization research. This paper mainly examines two kinds of virtual digital
humans used in science popularization: virtual scientists and virtual digital humans engaged in science
popularization in the media. The study believes that with the support of digital technology, the number
of virtual digital scientists can be unlimited, their appearance is more novel, and they have intelligent
scientific content production capacity, which can reduce the time pressure and communication
pressure faced by human scientists engaged in science popularization, and improving the common
problems in science popularization, such as the stereotypes of scientists. These advantages provide
new ideas for science popularization under the background of digital transformation. However, we
must pay more attention to the role of virtual digital scientists in guiding scientific value and restoring
scientists’ trust, and through multiple regulations to control the potential risks of those type of scientists.
Keywords: virtual digital human; scientist; avatar; the image of the scientist
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A Study on the Factors Influencing Digital Youth’s Willingness to
Adopt Science Information Published by Science Popularization
Influencers

Wang Jiuling' Tang Shukun"’

( Department of Communication of Science and Technology , University of Science and Technology of China,
Hefei 230026 ) '

(' Science Communication Research Center of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Hefei 230026 ) 2

Abstract: Social media platforms are important channels for digital youth to obtain science information
and science popularization influencers are significant participants in science popularization on social
media platforms. Based on the Elaboration Likelihood Model ( ELM ) and the Information Adoption
Model (IAM ), this paper uses an online questionnaire to obtain data. It utilizes a Partial Least Squares
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