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Making Science Popular:
Science Popularization Theory of Gao Shiqi
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Abstract: Gao Shiqi, a famous science writer praised as “representative of science popularization” by
Premier Zhou Enlai, began to enter the field of science writing by publishing his first scientific
essay “The Clothing, Food, Shelter and Travel of Bacteria” in 1935. He used scientific essays as
weapons to promote the spread of Marxism. After the founding of the People's Republic of China,
he focused on science popularization. On the basis of the comprehensive arrangement of Gao Shiqi’s
manuscripts and the reading of a large number of relevant literature, this paper systematically
summarizes Gao Shiqi’s theory of “making science popular” for the first time. It also gives feasible
suggestions on how to carry forward the theory in the new era.
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Abstract: The nature study movement is an education reform and science popularization movement
that emerged in the United States at the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century.
The advocates of this movement opposed the division of teaching, and advocated that children’s science
education should “put down the textbooks and walk into nature”, believed that children should face
scientific knowledge and the natural world as a whole, and tried to achieve the unity of children’s science
popularization, humanistic education, and natural aesthetic education through the nature study. Although the
nature study was gradually shelved due to lack of effectiveness, the teaching methods advocated by it, such
as object teaching and outdoor practice, were preserved. In addition, the nature study focuses on establishing
the emotional connection between children and nature, which is also in line with the current concept of green
development in China. Reviewing the development process of nature study, combined with domestic research
achievements in natural history, ecological linguistics and other fields, can provide some reference for the
innovation of current children’s science popularization work.
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