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Abstract: Citizen science is beneficial to reducing the cost of government administration, innovation
in science and technology governance, and improving civic scientific literacy, all of which are at the
same time the focus of government endeavors. But current research primarily focuses on specific citizen
science projects and hasn’t viewed citizen science from the government’s perspective. Based on the U.S.
and German governments’ measurements and experiences, this research aims to explore the organizing
and supporting functions of government in motivating the development of citizen science. Furthermore,
the characteristics of the government—led model adopted in the U.S. and the society—led model adopted
in Germany are compared and summarised. The significance of citizen science in enhancing public trust
in government and science is further discussed. On this basis, this study proposes that the government
should design the boundaries of its role, improve the basic facilities, and consider science popularization
as a pilot to adopt citizen science.
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Legislative Characteristics, Trends and Discussions of the Legislation
on Social Science Popularization in China: under the Background of
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Abstract: In order to clarify the current situation, characteristics, and potential trends of the legislation
on social science popularization in China. Based on the policy research and text analysis method, this
study systematically summarizes the current situation and diachronic trend of the legislation on science
popularization. It is found that the legislation of science and technology popularization generally takes
place first in the prefecture—level cities. The state leads the whole country after following up legislation.
At the same time, the legislation of social science popularization shows the tendency of the legal system
to improve continuously, the inheritance of soft law characteristics, and a certain extent of pluralistic
tendency. Therefore, in the revision of the Law on Popularization of Science and Technology , the social
science popularization is supposed to be formally incorporated, multiple subjects of the social science
popularization should be clearly defined, and the social responsibility and legal responsibility of different
subjects ought to be differentiated, to provide rigid support for social science popularization.
Keywords: Law on Popularization of Science and Technology ; legislation features; legislation
features social science popularization
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