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English Abstract

Discursive Strategies in the Communication of False Scientific Information

Zheng Shigao Fan Jihong
(China University of Petroleum-Beijing, China Research Institute of Global Energy Public Opinion, Beijing 102249)

Abstract: In the COVID-19 epidemic, false scientific information spreads fast and causes great harm,
which has attracted the attention of scholars. Based on the research results of re-contextualization strategies
of scientific discourse, this study explores the rhetoric strategies of the anti-vaccination campaign in the
United States. It improves the framework of discourse strategy analysis of science communication, and puts
forward suggestions on how to reduce the dissemination of false scientific information.
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The Characteristics and Strategies of the Content Production of
Epidemic Rumors: Based on the Investigation of the “COVID-19
Epidemic Rumor List” Produced by Sina

Zhou Gaoqin
(School of Liberal Arts, Jiaying University, Meizhou, Guangdong 514015)

Abstract: In this study, 174 epidemic rumors from the list of epidemic rumors from Sina News and Catch
Rumors column were used as the research object, and the rumor text was analyzed based on six analysis
categories including content type, focus object, corroboration method, and so on. The study found that
epidemic rumors are mostly “contagion” topics, which focus on the general public. Rumor texts are mainly
expressed in one or two supporting ways and appeals. Narrative is the most common, with strong fear
in the texts. On the basis of the above research, this paper summarizes the text strategies of rumor: they
concoct topics based on the pain points of the epidemic, disguise facts to confuse the audience, and prefer
exaggerated and polarized discourse styles. Finally, some suggestions are put forward.

Keywords: public health incidents; epidemic rumors; characteristics of rumors; rumors dissemination
strategies; rumors countermeasures
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