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The Impact of Scientific Communication Titles on the Construction
of Scientific Communication Talents: Based on a Survey of Science
Communication Personnel of Government-affiliated Institutions in Beijing

Ding Suya’ XuDan® Wang Yinan® Wang Cong'

( School of Humanities, University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049 ) '
( Beijing Development Center of Popular Science, Beijing 100101 ) *

Abstract: Taking people of science communication from the government—affiliated institutions in
Beijing as target audience in a survey, this paper explores, through questionnaire, how science
communication title attracts and retains science communication talents, and discusses, on this basis, the
impact of such title on the construction of science communication personnel. Mapping results show that
science communication title is believed as an effective measure to attract and retain science communication
talents. Compared with adjusting the existing title system, the introducing of science communication title is
viewed as more important, but it differs among respondents of different ages and length of employment.
Keywords: science communication talents; science communication titles; science communication
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Research on the Public Argumentation about Socio-scientific Issues:
Taking Examples of Pre-service Science Teachers

Liu Xuemei' Dai Ming" Yao Baojun'

( Faculty of Biology, Jiangxi Normal University, Nanchang 330022 ) '
( Faculty of Biology, Tongren University, Tongren 554300 ) *

Abstract: The ability of scientific argumentation has become the essential core ability of modern citizens.
The paper aims to illustrate citizens’ understanding of argumentation over controversial scientific issues
based on a study of pre—service science teachers by using measuring scale that was created by Martin et al
in their study. In particular, it aims to illustrate how these teachers view the quality of arguments related
to argumentation in the context of a socio—scientific issue on energy. The results suggest that the level
of argumentation about socio—scientific issues of the citizens is relatively low, which mainly reflects
their weak awareness of argumentation and incompetence in debating structure. They don’t realize the
importance of refutation in an argumentation. There is no significant difference in the argumentation level
in gender. In addition, the citizens under study lack sensitivity to socio—scientific issues. On the basis
of the study, some suggestions are put forward: Strengthen science essence education in primary and
secondary schools to engage students to learn scientific epistemology; attach importance to pre—service
teacher’s argumentation ability and cultivate their ability by combining written and oral practices; create
a scientific and rational social atmosphere and encourage discussions on socio—scientific issues.
Keywords: pre—service science teachers; argumentation; socio—scientific issues
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