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A Historical Process Study and Thinking about the Series of 100
Lectures Given by 100 CAS Members

Wang Cong

( University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049 )

Abstract: To some extent, officials’ level of understanding modern science and technology could
have influence on their decision—making process. Therefore, officials have been one of the most
important groups of audiences of science popularization. However, as it is difficult to arrange the
schedule, the scale of science popularization activities targeting officials is usually small. But “The
Series of 100 Lectures Given by 100 CAS Members” in 1996, which was organized by China
Association for Science and Technology ( CAST ) , the Chinese Academy of Sciences ( CAS)
and the Chinese Academy of Engineering ( CAE ) was a big activity. This paper investigated the
historical process of the activity in order to make suggestions to the future science popularization
activities.

Keywords: official; science popularization; “100 Lectures Given by 100 CAS Members”
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An Overview of Chinese Astronomical Science Popularization Books
between 1840 and 1949

YuHeng' QiQi' Zhao Yang® Wang Hongpeng’

( Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875 ) '
( China Science and Technology Museum, Beijing 100012 ) *

Abstract: This paper systematically reviewed the historical environments and publishing background of
astronomical science popularization books in China from 1840 to 1949, and discussed their significance
for the dissemination of modern astronomical knowledge. The authors divided this period into two stages
with the the Revolution of 1911 as a node. The 1840—1949 period in the late Qing Dynasty was the
beginning period of the astronomical science book publishing. The missionaries and Chinese enlightened
intellectuals undertook the earliest compilation and publication of astronomical science books. For the
first time the nationals came into contact with modern astronomical knowledge. During the Republic of
China, returning international students who wished to save the country regarded science education as an
important part of national construction and modernization. Although these works did not have the effect
they deserved due to the society turmoil. However, it still provided valuable experiences for the later
astronomical science popularization writing.

Keywords: Astronomy; science popularization book; publishing history; Revolution of 1911
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