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A Study on Tourists’ Dark Motivations to Attend the Chengdu
Mystery Life Museum

Xiang Lingxiao Tang Yong Liu Yuxuan Zhong Meiling

( Tourism and Urban—Rural Planning College of CDUT, Chengdu 610059 )

Abstract: The ethical issues arising from the “Body Worlds” have attracted the keen attention of the
academic circles. To address this issue, this study investigated dark motivations to the Chengdu Mystery
Life Museum, and examines the relationships between dark motivations and demographic information
of survey respondents. Survey data collected from 247 domestic visitors suggested that respondents
were primarily motivated by their interests in biosciences and mysteries of life. The factor analysis was
employed to draw out the underlying dimensions of fourteen motivation attributes explained by the
three—factor solution: Knowledge, Friends and Relatives, Ego and Meaning of Life, and Curiosity.
The empirical evidence suggested an interrelated pattern between dark motivations and demographic
information such as revisit intention, frequency of visits and duration of stay. This study also implies
that the Body World plays an contested role in modern Chinese society, particularly better play
the educational function of similar exhibitions, so as to provide reference for black tourism market
segmentation.

Keywords: Dark Tourism; motivation; Body Worlds; bioethics
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A Research on Interactive Exhibit Design for Multi-Purposes:
Take the “Walking Memory” as an Example

Li Jihong
( Shanghai Science and Technology Museum , Shanghai 200127 )

Abstract: As the main carrier of the information of the Science and Technology Museum, the exhibits at the
Science and Technology Museum focus on science and knowledge, fun and entertainment. Yet it is common
that one exhibit show only one scientific knowledge. It is sensible to consider the content of the exhibition
item and the means of expression could embody with each other. In addition, the Mohr animation is a special
form of visual phenomenon. Its fun, peculiarity and contradiction are widely used in the field of art design,

but it has limitations and rarely employed by the design of exhibits in science and technology museums. If the
optical illusion could be applied scientifically and reasonably in the design of exhibits, it would help raise the
audience’s interests, curiosity, and improve the audience’s ability to obtain information. Therefore, this
study took the constructivism learning method, Gestalt psychology, perspective and afterglow effect as the
theoretical framework, combined the optical illusion with the human evolution process, and designed the

exhibit model named “The Walking Memory” , to explore the possibility of combining well-known science
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