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Science popularization books in China is encouraging, whereas, the old problems are still lingering on.
On one hand, the type and quantity of printing are rising steadily, and the online sales are increasing
rapidly. On the other hand, the old problems such as the repetition of topics, the single expression, the
low number and sales of single books, and the gap between the average level of original books and the
imported books still restrict the development of Science Popularization books.

Keywords: Science popularization books; publication; sale
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A Comparison of Two Scientific Dialogues from a Formal Conference
Room and a Cafe

Yang Yong LulJiaxin Wang Minghui Zhang Jingrong Chen Yongmei
( Chinese Society for Environmental Sciences, Beijing 100082 )

Abstract: With the development of social economy and urbanization in China, the phenomenon
of “Not in my backyard” ( NIMBY ) represented by waste incineration and PX ( Para—xylene ) projects
has occurred from time to time in China, as a result, public engagement in scientific dialogue has
become quite necessary. In the study, two dialogues arranged in a formal conference room and a cafe
may respectively provide some practice for exploring scientific dialogue mechanisms among experts,
enterprises, government departments and the public. The comparative analysis of the two dialogues
showed that the speaking frequency per unit time of the latter increased by 27% over the former; experts
in the former occupied nearly half of the speaking time, while the latter dropped to 38%, the proportion
of other representatives’ speaking time increased in varying degrees; the average speaking frequency
and volume of men in both dialogues were higher than those of women; the former was more similar
to “answering reporters’ questions”, while the latter relatively fully expressed their respective views.
Finally, it briefly introduced the research of several modes of participation in Germany, and pointed out
the main challenges for scientific dialogue to provide some reference for further practice.

Keywords: scientific dialogue; public engagement; science popularization model
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