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English Abstract

The First Modern Physics Textbook in China:
An Analysis of Xie Honglai’s Translation of the Latest Middle School
Textbook, Physics

Chen Yunben' Liu Zhixue"”> Wang Xiao' Wang Zunbo’

( Harbin Normal University, Harbin 150025 ) '
( Mudanjiang Normal University, Mudanjiang 157011 ) *
( Mudanjiang Medical University, Mudanjiang 157011 ) °

Abstract: The Latest Middle School Textbook, Physics translated by Xie Honglai and published by
the Commercial Press was the first modern physics textbook in China. With richness in content and
a complete set of elements in textbooks, the book places emphasis on the teachings by teachers and
learnings by students, on the dissemination of scientific knowledge and the enlightenment of scientific
methods, on the construction of physical terminologies, and on reading habits of the Chinese people.
Albeit the book contains an excessive number of learning knowledge and the exercises are highly
difficult, its focus on teaching methods, and on popularizing scientific methods still embody great
significance for China’s current textbooks.

Keywords: Xie Honglai; the Latest Middle School Textbook, Physics; analysis
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An Investigation of Popular Physical Science Books in China after the
Founding of New China

Tang Yingjie' Liao Bogin' Liu Bing’

( Center for Studies of Science Education, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715 ) '
(Institute of Science, Technology and Society, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084 ) *

Abstract: As one of the earliest carriers of popularizing physical science, popular physical science
books could reflect the key points and features of the development of popular physical science in China.
Through the quantitative investigation and research on 1 753 kinds of popular physical science books
after the founding of the People’s Republic of China, the paper obtains the following conclusions:

the publication scale of China’s popular physical science books has witnessed a sound development
momentum from 1949 to 2011, the introduction of the books in that field has been vigorously

excavated, the writers of those books mainly consist of the teaching staff and educators, most of the
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targeted group are young students, and the content of the books is mainly about physics knowledge
books. In a nutshell, the following suggestions are put forward: It is recommended to cultivate
professional popular physical science writers and encourage scientists to be interested in and join this
writing. Meanwhile, popular physical science books should be oriented towards a wider scope of readers.
Last but not the least, it is necessary to change the concept of popularizing science and be more open—
minded about selecting topics.

Keywords: after the founding of the People’s Republic of China; physical science books; research
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An Analysis of the Published Physics Science Books during the
Republic of China

Wang Hanxu Nie Fuling

( Institute for Historical Studies on Science and Technology, Inner Mongolia Normal University, Hohhot

010022 )

Abstract: Based on an investigation of Physics Science Books during the Republic of China, the paper
collects and makes catalogue of those books entitled “Book Catalogue” . By regarding the catalogue
as the basis, the overriding aims of such study is to clearly know the development, traits, and its
relationship with the society through multiple statistically analyzing angles, coupled with the content
analysis. The findings are unfolded as follows: the period between 1924 and 1937 witnesses an important
period for physics popular science books development; the writers, translators, how such books are
produced, and the source of books are manifested in diversified manners; as well as the number, the
region, and the content of the published books are closely linked with the trait of the social development
then, vividly mirroring the features of the ear then .

Keywords: physics science books; science popularization; the Republic of China
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