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A Peep into International Science Communication in Its 10-year
Research Trend: An Analysis Based on Science Communication
during 2008 and 2017

Wang Guoyan Yue Mengmeng

( Department of Science and Technology Communication and Policy, University of Science and Technology of

China, Hefei 230026 )

Abstract: The research analyzes 354 papers published from 2008 to 2017 in the international
authoritative journal Science Communication. The temporal and spatial distribution, author and
coauthor, affiliation, citation and keyword are analyzed in detail. The application of diagnostic tool
VOSviewer reveals the research hotspots and evolution trend in the field of science communication.
Specifically, in the past ten years, international science communication research evolved from the
framework of news reports, traditional media, scientific literacy, biotechnology and other traditional
issues, to new topics such as science communication from the perspective of new media, visual
communication, the forefront science and the public, risk in new technology, etc., which has become
new hotspots in the international science communication studies in recent years.

Keywords: Science Communication; VOSviewer; bibliometrics; hotspot; research trend
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Development Status and Characteristics of Science Popularization
Micro-blog: An Empirical Study Based on 14 Mainstream Science
Popularization Bloggers

Dai Xinzi Yu Zhizhen
( College of Teacher Education, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062 )

Abstract: Weibo is an important channel for science popularization. This paper selects 14 mainstream
science popularization bloggers as research samples and uses Python to collect information, takes
into account micro—blog communication index, and interactive data, and finally analyzes the
development, trends, and characteristics of science popularization bloggers. The research finds that:

science popularization micro—blogs are on the rising development, there are big differences among
different bloggers, and there are endlessly rising stars of bloggers. The spread of science popularization
micro—blog relies on the social network between bloggers and fans, bloggers and bloggers. The types
of micro—blogs, manifestations, content, styles, interaction might be important factors affecting the

effectiveness of science popularization. In a nutshell, suggestions are given concerning how science
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English Abstract

popularization micro—blogs can effectively play the role of science communication.
Keywords: science popularization micro—blog; science communication; feature analysis
CLC Numbers: G206 Document Code: A DOI: 10.19293/j.cnki.1673-8357.2018.05.002

Science Communication and Problems on the “Poison” Debate of
Traditional Chinese Medicine

Yue Liyuan Liu Bing
(Institute of Science, Technology and Society, School of Social Sciences, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084 )

Abstract: At the end of 2017, the “aristolochic acid incident” once again triggered an extensive
controversy on Chinese medicine’s “poison”. Recently, with the popularity of “A bite of China 3", the
security problem of traditional Chinese medicine grabs the attention from the public again. In fact, there
are many misunderstandings about the issue of “poison” in the information disseminated in all kinds
of network media and WeChat. From the point of view of science communication, the understanding
and correction of “poison” should also embrace a standpoint that transcends the monism of the western
science.

Keywords: traditional Chinese medicine; poison; science communication; monism; local knowledge
CLC Numbers: N4 Document Code: A DOI: 10.19293/j.cnki.1673-8357.2018.05.003

Government, the Public and Science: Research on the UK GM
Nations ? Public Debate

Yang Zheng
( Medical Humanities Center, The University of Sheffield, Sheffield S10 2TN )

Abstract: During June 2003 and July 2003, the UK launched its first nationwide debate project on
Genetically Modified crops and its commercialization, called “GM Nations?” . This project has received
more than 50 000 people’s direct involvement in the UK and has made a profound impact on public
engagement with science and public risk management. However, there are rare academic papers for the
comprehensive introduction and analysis of this project in the Chinese context. This paper starts with
the background of GM Nations, and further analyzes the specific characteristics of this project, and
the benign outputs and deficiencies of this project appearing in the implementation process, in order
to provide experience and lessons for the coming similar public debate projects in China in the field of

Genetically Modified Food or other controversial scientific issues.
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