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The Popularization of Physics Based on an Analysis
of Chinese Ancient Poetries

Xiong Wanjie' Guo Zizheng' Chen Juan®

( The School of Electronic Engineering, South China Agricultural University, Guangzhou 510640 ) '
( The West School of Jianping Middle School, Shanghai 201204 ) *

Abstract: Based on Chinese ancient poems as the main study objects, the paper illustrates the description
of natural phenomena and poets’ insight into the natural laws, which are analyzed from a point of the
modern physics. This is of great significance to the popularization of physics, has positive significance for
the promotion of ancient poetries, and has positive implications for the analysis of the achievements and
limitations of Chinese ancient science and technology.

Keywords: ancient poetry; natural phenomena; popularization of physics; promotion of the classics
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Planetariums in Germany——History and Today

Wu Xian
( Technische Universitit Bergakademie Freiberg, Freiberg 09599, Germany )

Abstract: The world bears witness to its first planetarium originated in Germany in the 1920s. Germany
has therefore a long history for the interaction between planetariums and people’s social and cultural
life. The paper firstly expounds on the history of the development of planetariums in Germany, followed
by summarizing and analyzing the current public planetariums there in line with their geographical
distribution, dome size, time of construction, equipment and architectural features, ete. The results show
that they have a relatively homogeneous geographical distribution. Planetariums with 6~10 m dome diameter
are the most common ones, while over 50% of them were constructed in the 1960s and 1980s. Zeiss
projectors have a high market share in Germany. Both the independent and the attached planetariums have
information—rich websites. Many of them provide online ticket reservation and program lists which are quite
convenient for visitors. The programs are divided into instruction—based and video—based ones. There are
also different levels for visitors of different ages. The main disadvantages, however, are a lack of content
for high—level amateurs, as well as a lack of highly updated frequency. The latter will make it difficult for
the visitors to keep abreast of what is happening in the area of the astronomical research in a short and timely
manner.

Keywords: planetarium; Germany; popularization of astronomy
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