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The Realistic Science Fiction——Criticism on Liu Cixin’s Work
Underground Fire

Zhang Zhimin
( China Research Institute for Science Popularization, Beijing 100081 )

Abstract: Underground Fire, a short science fiction, is a typical coal-mining theme literature work.
The story is illustrated based on the underground gasification, realism creation method is applied to give
an expression of grand themes about natural disasters, technological progress and human survival in this
work. The using of rhetoric devices, (such as metaphor and comparison ) as well as the using of narrative
techniques ( such as intensive narrative and time jump ) are the main writing features in this work, that
significantly enhances the literary flavor of this science fiction. This work does not only eulogize scientific
ideal, but also fairly criticize blindness and non-rationality.

Keywords: Underground Fire; Liu Cixin; science fiction; literature of coal mine; realism
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A Unique Charming in Fragrance, a Quiet Wait for Flowers
Blossoming——A Narrative Comment on The Three—Body by Liu Cixin

Xu Yanli' Wang Weiying”

('School of Literature and Law, Hebei University of Science and Technology, Shi Jiazhuang 050018 ) '
( China Science and Technology Press, Beijing 100054 ) *

Abstract: “The Past of the Earth”, “Forest of Darkness”, and “A God of Death forever” are the
series of novels of The Three—Body by Liu Cixin. The novel depicts a number of featured and outstanding
characters, whose inner world and code of conduct are vividly displayed in the chaotic battles in the
universe. The narrative in the whole novel is imposing, extensively involving the science fiction elements
both in the macro and in micro world. That has given birth to the creation of unique—style work The Three—
Body , and shaped and elevated the narrative tactics used in science fiction in China. The novel attaches great
importance to the literary depiction, which is delicate in language, and complex in structure with numerous
twists and turns in the narrative setting. The novel seeks to focus more on philosophical exploration and
thinking in science fiction, compared with works of the same nature.

Keywords: The Three—Body; character; science fiction; literary; thinking
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