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Abstract: Some international scholars have turned their attention to a discussion of “civil understanding of
science” , while more and more scholars in China have been discussing topics under the umbrella of “public
understanding of science”. Albeit these two concepts are closely connected, the difference between them provides
a new insight into the problems in the field of science communication. In this paper, the concept of “citizen” is
analyzed through a discussion of the current state of the public understanding of science at both domestic and
global level, and the difference between civic education, public education and common education is discussed
as well. By adopting a typical case analysis of “citizens’ understanding of science” , the paper reveals the
difference and distinctive meaning of delving into science communication from the citizen’s position or perspective
rather than the view under the frame of “public understanding of science”.

Keywords: citizens; public; Citizens’ Understanding of Science; Public Understanding of Science;
science communication
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Abstract: In this paper, questionnaire survey, in—depth interview and expert consultation method are used to
study the motives, incentives, initiatives and influential factors of Chinese scientific researchers’ participation
in science popularization, analyze the current issues and discuss the incentive policy on science popularization.
The research shows that the main influential factors of the incentives for scientific researchers to popularize
science are “the institution’s valuation and organization of science popularization events” and “the specific
incentive policies for scientific researchers on their evaluation criterion and promotion of professional title”.
The catchiest problems in existence are: performances of science popularization are not effectively weighed by
the individual evaluation criterion; the evaluation mechanism on scientific institutions of their performances
and projects of science popularization is deficient. Efforts shall be made to promote the understanding of the
responsibilities and functions of science popularization for scientific communities, improve the evaluation system
for scientific researchers to popularize science, establish an incentive mechanism for the evaluation of science
popularization projects, strengthen the positive incentives for institutions and individuals participating in science
popularization, and increase the intensity and scope of science popularization awarding.
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