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An Interpretation of Science Writers’ Characteristics Based on the Data Gathered from
the Central and Western Provinces by Innovation Diffusion Theory

Wu Qilai'  Fan Chunli?

(University of Science and Technology of China, Hefei 230026) '
(Wenzhou University, Wenzhou 325035)°?

Abstract: Science writers play an important part in science communication, whereas with less attention placing on them. The
current study aims to analyze the science writers’ social characteristics and temperament characteristics through the “Early
Adopters” concept of Diffusion of Innovation Theory, and then interprets the science writers’ research data. This study finds
that all of the educational background, scientific knowledge and cognition, culture literacy among the science writers’ social
characteristics as well as their temperament characteristics show positive effects, whereas, all of their pathway and capability
of information acquisition, communication channel and skill, as well as their socioeconomic status display negative roles.
Furthermore, the current study discusses the underlying causes and solutions of the weak characteristics.

Keywords: science writer; early adopters; diffusion of innovation theory; science communication
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On the Role and Function of Associations in Cultivation Talents in the Area of Science
Writing: By Making an Analysis of National Science Writer Associations Respectively
from Britain, America and Canada

Zhang Zhimin
(China Research Institute for Science Popularization, Beijing 100081)

Abstract: Science writing is an integral part of science communication, science writer association is a social organization
aiming for the promotion of science writing. Based on an analysis of national science writer associations of Britain, America
and Canada, whose science writing are active and official languages are English, this paper discusses the service for
members provided by the three science writer associations from the aspect of awards, learning instruction and career
instruction, and suggests that top—design, integrating social resources and internalization are the necessary factors for
achieving good member service.
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Status and Future of Preschool Children’s Science Books:
An Analysis of On-line Stores’ 3~6 Years Children Best—selling Book List

Liu Xiaoye' Sun Lu?* Wang Miaomiao'

(College of Preschool Education, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100048)’
(Research Institute of Preschool Education, Beijing Academy of Educational Science, Beijing 100045)?

Abstract: Science books for preschoolers play a crucial role in children’s book market. They are caring about what go beyond

the facts and to make the children understand that things are connected. Using an analysis of 3~6 years children books selling
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list from DangDang, JD and Amazon China, 16 preschool children’s science books are identified and analyzed. Findings
indicate that science books for preschool children remain low in best—selling books; Domestic science books are often a
collection of facts and available in multiple copies; Scientific and technological publishing house are not involved in
publishing; Most of the books are less of proper instructional guidance for 3~6 years and not in balance on subjects regarding
physical, life, earth and space, engineering and technology. Based on the analysis, the paper puts forward some pratical
implications for the further development of those books.

Keywords: science books; children’s books; science education of preschool; list of best
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