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An Analysis of Information and Image of Scientists in
Textbooks for Junior Middle School: Take Biology, Physics,
and Chemistry Textbooks Published by People’s Education Press as an Example

Ren Yue Pan Wanru
(Northeast Normal University Faculty of Education, Changchun 130024)

Abstract: The recent years have witnessed the reform of science education conducted in a wide and deep manner, science
texthooks have an effect on science education and the cultivating of good image of scientists for junior middle school students.
This paper analyzes the information and image of scientists in textbooks for junior middle school by adopting a quantitative
and qualitative statistical analysis. Science textbooks use plentiful and multiple scientists’ materials where scientists are
mostly from Europe, the number of modern scientists is larger than that of contemporary scientists, and there exist
substantial differences in the gender ratio among scientists. Textbooks combine the objective external image of scientists and
hard-working, serious and zealous internal image of scientists. When it involves writing textbooks, editors are advised to
increase the proportion of female scientists, maintain a balanced ratio in the countries and times where they are living, as
well as highlight their contributing spirit and endeavors.

Keywords: science textbook; scientists; scientists’ image; materials
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On the Scientific and Historical “Evidence” of Science Communication:
A Case Study of Eating Placenta and Placenta Therapy

Liu Min  Chen Tianjia Ren Dingcheng
(Department of History, University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049)

Abstract: The popularity of eating placenta and placenta therapy, which is also called “fresh cell therapy” , has been
accompanied by controversy. The controversy is focused on the scientific and historical evidences. Looking into the scientific
research to date, no rigorous evidence for therapeutic effects or hazard was found; the placenta therapy has nothing to do
with stem cell therapy; and the “fresh cell therapy” was not supported by Chinese or Swiss government. The history of
burying placenta was longer than eating, furthermore, the objection to medicinal placenta has been in existence since ancient
times, therefore, long history cannot be used as an evidence for efficacy. Chinese historical regimen, the large demand and
profits of health—care products along with the cognitive space given by the absence of scientific research give rise to the
popularity of this kind of product under the situation of the absence of scientific and historical evidence.
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