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Abstract: Scientific literacy is an important way gauging citizen literacy and also an embodiment of soft power of one country.
Scientific and technological innovation and science popularization are the two essential components to realize the development
of innovation. In recent years, great achievements have been made in science popularization in Beijing whereby rich
experience has been accumulated. Due to the updating of science and technology communication, such as the new generation of
IT and “Internet +” etc, great efforts shall be made to accommodate these new developments and explore new innovation
with an expanded horizon, all those will contribute to a sound development of science popularization in Beijing. This paper
summarizes the work of science popularization in Beijing during the period of 12" Five—year, and proposes some main ideas
and contents for the 13" Five-year Plan.

Keywords: development strategies; science popularization of Beijing; 12" Five-year Plan; 13" Five-year Plan
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On Liu Cixin’s Science Fiction Prediction: An Appreciation of 2018 April Fool’s Day

Wang Yue
(China Research Institute for Science Popularization, Beijing 100081)

Abstract: Thanks to the fact that the creation of Liu Cixin’s science fiction has been becoming better and approaching
perfection day by day, a fantastic science fiction world has been constructed through his works. 2018 April Fool’ s Day just
like a piece of “jigsaw puzzle” tries to explore Liu Cixin’ s inner universe. The plot in the novel is more like a writer’ s
prediction of human being than an April Fool’s joke. Hidden behind the GMPLT ( Gene Modification Prolong Life
Techniques) , IT Republic and other science fiction elements is the social reality background, which is not largely different
from the present world. In the reality where the individual spirit is slowly melting, one has no choice but to pin their hopes on
the future and another virtual internet world.

Keywords: Liu Cixin; jigsaw puzzle; science fiction prediction; individual spirit
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On Ivor B. Hart and His Book “The Great Engineers”

Hou Yude' Zhang Zhihui®

(The Center for Studies of Song History of Hebei University, Baoding 071002)
(The Institute for the History of Natural Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190)°*

Abstract: The Great Engineers written by Ivor B. Hart was a pocket book on the history of technology, it was published in
1928 when the history of science is not an independent discipline yet. However, when seen from today’s academic views, the
book conforms to the professional norms of the history of technology, and also it contains many academic thoughts of its
author, which are even quite right and make sense today. The little book was elaborately written by his author in his times, it
is a very good book which should not be neglected in researching the history of technology, and the development history of
history of technology itself. The book is worth carefully reading.
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