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Abstract: Food safety has been a hot button issue and gained extensive attention from the public, among which genetically
modified foods (GMFs) cause worldwide intense debate. The wide penetration of new communication technologies, for
instance WeChat, makes it wider for news consumption. We want to explore whether the news of GMFs on the WeChat
Official Account Admin Platform covers different aspects, conforming to the principle of fair coverage. We collected 824
articles on GMFs from the Platform, conduct semantic network analysis of the news items and represent particular facts and
practices. Results indicate that news on the Platform are related to various practices, such as GMF safety regulation,

labeling policy, science popularization and disclosure of GMF events and finally we give some suggestions based on the

analysis of the problems we found.

Keywords: genetically modified food; WeChat official account admin platform; semantic network; science popularization
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