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English Abstract

Characteristics and Enlightenment of Science Communication in Short
Videos on Wearing Masks in the Course of Combating COVID-19

Hu Junping Zhong Qi

( China Research Institute for Science Popularization, Beijing 100081 )
Abstract: In the course of combating novel coronavirus pneumonia ( COVID-19 ), high—quality short
videos on wearing masks could help promote public understanding and minding their way of wearing
masks correctly and reasonably. Based on the content analysis on such short videos released on typical
science communication platforms, the social effects and characteristics of communication context of
three types of videos are studied, and the circumstances or the reasons for which cognitive mistakes that
occur in communication are discussed. Finally the enlightenment for both science popularization creations
and media communications are elaborated from four aspects: the contents of creation and communication
must be highly consistent with the context; the scientific review and correction mechanism should be
gradually established in social media platform; the science communication database should be built and
developed from fragmental knowledge to systematic knowledge collection; and the cultivation of rational
scientific thinking should be taken as an important goal of science popularization.
Keywords: COVID-19; mask wearing; science communication; short videos; media
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Mobile Internet Socialization and Public Health Emergencies: A Study
on the Phenomenon of “Wearing a Mask on WeChat” during the
Epidemic of COVID-19

Yang Menglin' Gao Darui' Niu Wenyi® Sun Xinying®

(' School of Journalism and Communication, Peking University, Beijing 100871 ) '
( School of Public Health, Peking University, Beijing 100191 ) *

Abstract: Based on the theory of self—presentation, this article took as a case the phenomenon of
Internet users wearing a mask on their WeChat avatar during the COVID-19 epidemic, and employed
in—depth interview research methods to explore the motivation of self—presenting behind the use of social
media avatars. It has been found that users’ motivation for self—presentation in social media is mainly
related to dissemination of information, self—satisfaction, and identity. In the case of information
dissemination of public health emergencies, social media users’ self—presentation motivation can be
fully applied to achieve the goal of scientific communication and popularization.

Keywords: popularization of public health emergencies; science communication and popularization;
COVID-19; social media avatars; presentation of self
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