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English Abstract

General Situation, Problems and Reflections of Science
Popularization in the Course of Combating COVID-19 in China

Zhao Zhengguo

( National Academy of Innovation Strategy, China Association for Science and Technology, Beijing 100038 )
Abstract: Based mainly on the analysis of the public information released by relevant government
departments, media and relevant forums in China from early January to the end of February 2020,
this paper expounds the general situation and existing problems of China’s engagement in science
popularization in the course of combating novel coronavirus pneumonia, and puts forward five
suggestions: strengthening overall leadership of science popularization over the prevention and
control of COVID-19; encouraging professional institutions and societies to improve their ability
in science popularization; enhancing the training, education, and standardization for practitioners in
the field; amending relevant laws and regulations on emergency science popularization, and attaching
importance to international science popularization to help combating COVID-19 in the world.
Keywords: emergency science popularization; public information; combating COVID-19
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Academic Paper News: A “Sharp Weapon” of Science Popularization
in Public Emergencies: A Case Study of Reporting the Outbreak of
COVID-19 in China Science Daily

Zhang Mingwei"’ Mei Jin®

(' School of Public Affairs, University of Science and Technology of China, Hefei 230026 ) '
( China Science Daily, Beiing 100190 ) *

Abstract: When a public event of emergency occurs, the government and the public’s demands for
both “quality” and “quantity” of science popularization would increase significantly. As an important
category of science and technology news, paper news ( news articles with academic papers as leading
clues and main contents ) has been attracting more and more attention in recent years, and has become
a “sharp weapon” of science popularization in public emergencies. The significant role of paper news is
highlighted in reporting the 2019 novel coronavirus pneumonia ( COVID-19 ) at the beginning of 2020.
Taking paper news covering COVID-19 in China Science Daily as an example, this study analyzed the
data presentation and demand basis of paper news, compared paper news during COVID-19 and SARS in
2003, studied the unique advantages of paper news, summarized its main problems, and put forward
specific strategies and suggestions regarding the problems.

Keywords: paper news; public emergencies; science popularization; science and technology news
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