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Public Scientific Literacy and Contemporary Science and
Technology Governance

Li Zhengfeng
( Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084 )

Abstract: The development of contemporary science and technology has given rise to many social,
ethical and legal problems and makes it urgent to strengthen the governance of science and technology.
Science and technology governance requires the joint participation of academia, industry, government
and the public, which puts forward new requirements for public scientific literacy. It is suggested that
the improvement of public scientific literacy would include not only re—understanding the connotation of
public scientific literacy, but also enhancing public’s abilities to participate in science and technology
governance.

Keywords: science and technology governance; public engagement; scientific literacy
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How to Scientifically Examine the Social News about COVID-19:
An Analytical Framework Study Based on Scientific Argumentation

Yan Xiaomei Li Xinyi Wang Jingying Zheng Yonghe
( Research Institute of Science Education in Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875 )

Abstract: This study analyzed two cases of science news of wide social influence from the perspective
of scientific demonstration, and pointed out that there are different problems of scientific argumentation
structure in social science reports. The analysis of this paper shows that scientific argumentation, as
a tool of reasoning, can help people think rationally about information and improve people’s critical
thinking. Moreover, this paper puts forward specific suggestions for different groups, such as the
public, mass media, scientists and others so as to enhance the scientific literacy of the nation.
Keywords: scientific argumentation; scientific literacy; social scientific issues
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