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Posthuman Subjectivity Crisis and Its Breakthrough in Paprika
Xiong Mengrou Mei Lan

( School of Humanities, Huazhong University of Science and Technology, Wuhan 430074 )

Abstract: With the rapid advancement of artificial intelligence and brain—computer interface technologies,
the evolving relationship between humans and technology, as well as the crisis of human subjectivity, has
become unavoidable topics in contemporary humanities research. Among classic science fiction films, Kon
Satoshi’s Paprika presents a representative vision of posthuman subjectivity. Through imaginative interactions
between humans and brain—computer interfaces, spectacular representations of the metaverse, and the
embodied construction of subjectivity, the film articulates a fluid, decentralized form of posthuman thought
grounded in humanistic concern. Exploring and re—evaluating Paprika helps us reaffirm humanity’s unique
subjective value as we approach the imminent era of general artificial intelligence and the posthuman future.
Keywords: posthuman; humanism; embodiment; Paprika
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