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On the Spatio—Temporal Imagination in the Historical Science Fiction
The Space-Time Painter

He Siyu  Wu Shuqiao

( School of Liberal Arts, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079 )

Abstract: Based on the principle of spatialization of time, Haiya’s The The Space—Time Painter imagines
the time travel realized by space projection, thereby unfolding a spatio—temporal narrative where the
Northern Song Dynasty overlaps with the present. The historical perspective implied in The Space-Time
Painter aligns with the propositions of neo-historicism, and the imaginative portrayal of historical time
and space reinvigorates the narrative resources of national identity in historical science fiction. The internal
conflict between rational disenchantment and historical myths highlights the tensions surrounding national
identity in Chinese historical science fiction.

Keywords: spatial projection; nationality; time travel; alternative history
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