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Breaking Out of the Memory Maze: Cultural and Philosophical
Reflections on Memory Narratives in the Blade Runner Films

Lin Wei
( School of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou University of Chinese Medicine, Guangzhou 510006 )

Abstract: Memory serves as the core philosophical theme in both Blade Runner and its sequel Blade Runner
2049. Through their memory narratives, both films delve into the identity conflicts between humans and
replicants, revealing the intricate relationships among memory narration, control, identity construction,
and moral agency. They highlight the social nature of memory and its embodiment.With a strong medium
self-reflexivity, both films emphasize the crucial role of visual imagery in cultural transmission, memory
narration, and identity formation, indirectly pointing to the diffusion of visual power in contemporary society
and the resulting postmodern memory crisis. Their distinctive aesthetic of light and shadow metaphorically
alludes to the pivotal role visual media plays in shaping, activating, and retelling cultural memory, thus
providing a critical perspective for contemporary science fiction and memory studies.

Keywords: Blade Runner; memory narrative; posthumanism; embodiment; cultural memory
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