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Double Popularization, World Building and Child-Orientation:
A Review of Li Yupei's Mathematical Fairy Tale The Wondrous Kingdom of
Number

Liu Yujie'

( China Science and Technology Press Co., Ltd., Beijing 100054 ) '
( School of Chinese Liberal Arts, Minnan Normal University, Zhangzhou 363000 )2

Abstract: The Wondrous Kingdom of Number is a representative work among Li Yupei’s scientific fairy
tales themed around mathematics. Highlighting the theme of numbers, the work systematically popularizes

mathematical knowledge, including integers, fractions, decimals, and algebra. It simultaneously promotes
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scientific thought centered around dialectical development and fully constructs a mathematical fairy—tale
universe as a “‘secondary world.” Emphasizing interactive narrative techniques between the fairy—tale and
real worlds, the book employs personification and concretization to enhance the vividness of the “Kingdom
of Number,” creating an immersive and tangible fairy—tale experience. In terms of creative techniques, it
adheres to the principle of child—centeredness by stressing a simple plot structure, narrative conflicts, and
engaging storytelling. By using accessible scientific fairy tales to dissolve the rigidity of knowledge, the
dissemination effect of mathematical concepts and scientific thought is optimized.

Keywords: Li Yupei; The Wondrous Kingdom of Number; mathematical fairy tale; scientific thought
CLC Numbers: G633.6 Document Code: A DOI: 10.19957/j.cnki.kpezpl.2025.01.003
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