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The Posthumanist Crisis Narratives and Ethical Remedy of Borne
Liao Quanyu
(School of International Education, Nanjing University of the Arts, Nanjing 210013 )

Abstract: In the form of speculative fiction, Borne constructs multiple crisis narratives to explore the
relationships among humans, non—humans, and the environment in the posthuman era, as well as strategies
to address these challenges. The novel highlights various dilemmas of the posthuman era, exposing the
ecological, social, and moral crises caused by advanced capitalism in contemporary times. It aims
to awaken readers to the dangers of anthropocentrism and human hegemony, which perpetuate binary
oppositional thinking. Through the story of the scavenger Rachel and the biotech-mediated monster Borne
in the ruins of a post—apocalyptic city, VanderMeer rejects negative escapism and the use of violence as a
means of self-rescue. Instead, he advocates for the practice of embedded egalitarianism, the establishment
of transversal universal connections, and the importance of the power of becoming, which aims to create an
affirmative posthuman ethical remedy that dispels anthropocentrism.
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