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Research on Early Translation Activities of Chinese Science Fiction Magazines:
A Focus on Kexue Wenyi (1979—1988 )

Guan Haoran Yu Zemei
(' School of Foreign Languages and Cultures, Chongging University, Chongqing 401331 )

Abstract: In 1979, taking advantage of the Reform and Opening—up policy, China’s earliest science fiction
magazine, Kexue Wenyi, was launched in Sichuan, marking the beginning of the era of Chinese science fiction
magazines and a translation boom in science fiction literature. Throughout the 1980s, it held a significant position
in both the domestic science fiction literature and translation fields. Taking the translated foreign science fiction
novels published in this magazine from 1979 to 1988, this project explores the features of the original texts, the
formation of their Chinese versions, and the reception and influence of these translations in China. Through a
comprehensive study of the translation landscape during this period, the paper aims to reconstruct the translation
production activities in science fiction and outline the developmental trajectory of science fiction literature in the
1980s, particularly in the context of Chinese indigenous science fiction magazines.

Keywords: Kexue Wenyi; science fiction magazine; translation activities; Chinese science fiction history
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Analyzing a Distinctive Form of Dissemination and Popularization of the History
of Science through the Design of the Frontispiece in Kepler’s Rudolphine Tables

Zhang Nan

( Department for the History of Science and Science Archaeology, University of Science and Technology of China,
Hefei 230026 )

Abstract: In 1627, Kepler published the astronomical work Rudolphine Tables. The frontispiece, “The
Temple of Urania,” designed personally by the author, embodies a unique narrative style in the history of
science. This image can be regarded as an independent, comprehensive work of art and cultural significance
in the history of science, akin to an “astronomical museum” showcasing the development of European
astronomy before the seventeenth century. This paper takes this image as a case study, viewing it as a special
form capable of disseminating and popularizing the history of science. It analyzes its creative mechanism and
characteristics, aiming to enhance current discussions on the popularization of the history of science and
provide inspiration for popular science creation in broader fields.

Keywords: history of astronomy; astronomical images; scientific images
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