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Interpreting and Disseminating the Engineer Spirit Through Biography:
A Case Study of Zhan Tianyou’s Biography in the Mass Media of the Republic
of China Period

Wu Yan Tian Yunlong Duan Hailong

(Institute for History of Science and Technology, Inner Mongolia Normal University, Hohhot 010022 )

Abstract: Zhan Tianyou, a distinguished railway engineer in modern China, has been the subject of
numerous biographical stories in the mass media since the 1930s. These stories depict his achievements,
but they also contain some misinformation, which over time has incorporated more and more elements of
“reasonable imagination.” This paper focuses on these biographical stories in the mass media of the Republic
of China period, analyzing the misinformation and exploring the portrayal of the engineer’s image in popular
science writing. The paper argues that timely absorption of scientific history research findings and striving
for accuracy in basic facts and technical details are essential for accurate popular science writing about the
history of science and technology, and that this is also conducive to conveying the spirit of engineers to the
public.

Keywords: Zhan Tianyou; scientist biography; engineer spirit; railway history; history of science
communication
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