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Abstract: Science fiction is a genre of works combining the principles of science with the methods of
literary creation, an integrating product of culture, science, technology, which also demonstrates the
comprehensive strength of national science and technology. Based on the development of science fiction
research in China, this paper draws a scientific knowledge map using CiteSpace for a visual analysis based
on 1264 academic papers published in “CSSCI source journals” and “PKU core journals” from 2000 to
2020. The research sorts out the current research status and hot topics of Chinese science fiction studies in
the past 20 years, summarizes the knowledge mapping and explores the future trends of Chinese science
fiction research. The study finds that science fiction research has been increasingly flourishing from 2000 to
2020, covering the fields of literary texts, film and television industries, cultural theory, and technology
and society. Research on sci—fi theories, relationships between science fiction and science popularization,
promotions of sci—fi works, sci—fi industries, and grassroots science fiction fandom are the future trends of
science fiction research, indicating that Chinese science fiction research has huge room for development.
Keywords: sci—fi research; knowledge mapping; emerging trends; visual analysis
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Tales From The Loop: A Science Fiction Utopia Bringing
Both “Depression” and “Cure”

LiJia' Li Wei’

( School of Literature and Journalism, Institute of Semiotics and Media Studies,

Sichuan University, Chengdu 401520 ) '
( College of Literature and Historical Culture, Qiqihar University, Qiqgihar 161006 ) *

Abstract: Tales From The Loop, a science fiction TV drama, conveys the dual emotional tendencies
of “depression” and “cure” through the circular and radial narrative structure. Its philosophy derives
respectively from the emotional tearing triggered by the tragic conflict and the rational bridging guided by the
spirit of tragedy. The science fiction narrative in the TV drama combines technology and emotion very well,
which not only shows the human emotion under the influence of science and technology, but also highlights
the disenchantment of technology through the power of emotion. The TV drama depicts the twists and turns
of life through interactional observation, and enacts the elements of tragedy through the art form of science
fiction. The audience could gain spiritual purification through the emotions of “fear” and “pity” displayed
in the TV drama. The art form of sci—fi utopia can bring us unusual aesthetic experience.

Keywords: science fiction; Utopia; Tales From The Loop
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