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The Paradox of Imagination: Views of Science in the Late Qing Science Fiction

Ke Lu

( College of Chinese Language and Literature, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou 350007 )

Abstract: The intellectuals of the late Qing Dynasty represented by Liang Qichao attached great importance

to the communication advantages and social functions of fiction. As a combined product of literature and

(F#% 60 W)
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On the Characterization of the Scientists in Micro Films:
Take Always With the Original Intention, The Light of Science, The Moon
Appears Brighter Over My Hometown as examples

Shi Xiaolei

( General Education Center, Hunan Agricultural University, Changsha 410125 )

Abstract: The University of Science and Technology of China and Xinhuanet have jointly produced three
micro films Always With the Original Intention, The Light of Science, The Moon Appears Brighter Over
My Hometown, which have shaped the cinematic images of scientists of the older generation, respectively
based on the lives of Guo Yonghuai, Yan Jici and Qian Linzhao. The three micro films used some pivotal
props to blend the exemplary events of the protagonists into plots, and composed conflicts and struggles to
shape characters, so as to present the honorable morals of patriotism and self—sacrificing of the scientists.
However, the films simplify the relationships among the characters and fail to several non—fictional ones.
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science, science fiction also naturally assumes the important mission of disseminating scientific knowledge
and enlightening the public. However, when specific fictional texts are examined, the complicated
understandings of science of the late Qing authors are revealed. It is discovered that many authors either held
suspicious views of science, wrote stories against common sense, or believed in the philosophy of religion.
These various attitudes, emotions and beliefs represent some common epistemological features during the
process of science exploration, signifying progressive values in modern Chinese thought.
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