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Different Narrative Modes of “Historiography” and “Literature” in Biographies
of Contemporary Scientists: Two Cases of Biography of Peng Shilu

Shi Lei  Liu Ting
( National Academy of Innovation Strategy, China Association for Science and Technology, Beijing 100038 )

Abstract: Biographies of contemporary scientists are the carriers of the spirit of scientists. Through the
analysis of two cases of Biography of Peng Shilu, one from the Documentation Project series and other
from the One—Hundred Years’ Dream series, the article compares the narrative differences between
“historiography” and “literature” , explores the advantages and disadvantages of the different narrative
modes in the two biographies, and probes into the deep connections and combination of the two narrative
modes in the two books, by enumerating outstanding cases that integrate the two modes. This article believes
that the two narrative modes in the two biographies are not in opposition to each other but are interchangeably
used to cater to different narratives. The two modes, if properly used, could better preserve the scientists’
valuable experiences in vivid narratives for better public promotion.

Keywords: biographies of contemporary scientists; narrative modes; the spirit of scientists

CLC Numbers: N4 Document Code: A  DOI: 10.19957/j.cnki.kpezpl.2021.04.002

29



