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Analyzing the Scientist’s Image through the Commentary Texts of
Minning Town on Bilibili

Zhang Xinmu  Chen Ling

( China Research Institute for Science Popularization, Beijing 100081 )

Abstract: Film and television works are one of the most important media for the public to get to know some
scientists, making it necessary for an analysis on the mechanisms of scientists’ image shaping in the media.
Our study takes the high Douban score TV show Minning Town ( scoring 9.3 ) as an example, studies the
image of the scientist— Professor Ling Yinong—in the show, and analyses the reasons why the audience love
the scientist character. We find that firstly, a scientist character based on real-life person is more appealing;
secondly, in order to create a complex character, it is necessary to enrich the character with many details
through artistic modification; thirdly, reasonable plot arrangement could be used to break the stereotype of
a scientist to endow the character with strong personality; lastly, the essence of the character still lies in his
or her unbending spirit as a scientist.

Keywords: the image of the scientist; spirit of the scientist; television shows; Minning Town
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(E#EF 20 )
The Feature of Historical Biography in Biographies of Chinese Scientists

Peng Chao

(School of Humanity and Physical, China University of Petroleum Beijing, Beijing 102249 )

Abstract: The development of biographies of modern scientists keeps pace with the times. In the modern
age of science and technology, when science and technology are valued and scientists are respected, there
are more and more biographies of the scientists. In the development of modern scientist biographies, they
are influenced by ancient biographies and the tradition of “historical biography” . This is mainly reflected in
three aspects. First, they take history as a mirror, promote the spirit of scientists, and attach importance to
the educational function of scientists’ biographies. The second is that they use the style of grand narratives by
emphasizing the scientists’ close connections with their times and the science history. The third is that they
use factual events to shape the images of the scientists by selecting detailed and authentic materials from their
lives. While inheriting the tradition, modern biographies should also learn from the best of the scientists’
biographies written by foreign writers, so as to creatively and compassionately highlight the personalities of
the scientists for better reading resonance. Excellent scientists’ biographies need to take the whole process
of biographical writing and creation into consideration, thus telling the stories of Chinese scientists well.
Keywords: biographies of the scientists; historical biography
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