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The Lost Knowledge and the Silenced People:
Knowledge Production in Plants and Empire

Wu Yan

(Institute for History of Science and Technology, Inner Mongolia Normal University, Hohhot 010022 )

Abstract: Feminist historian of science Londa Schiebinger, in her book Plants and Empire: Colonial

Bioprospecting in the Atlantic World, centered on Caesalpinia pulcherrima as an example, describes the

collection and circulation of knowledge of exotic plants by the Europeans in the 18th century, revealing

how the knowledge production, a seemingly pure intellectual activity, is shaped by the power relations in

the specific time and space. At the same time, Schiebinger’s analysis of Linnaeus’s bionmial nomenclature

shows that, due to the power relation of knowledge, the acceptance of a seemingly neutral scientific

language is often not a triumph of knowledge itself, but more like the triumph of a narrative. The book places

the historical narrative into its own context and transcends the limit of Eurocentrism, making it to be a good

writing reference for current science writing.

Keywords: Plants and Empire; Londa Schiebinger; Maria Sibylla Merian; Agnotology
CLC Numbers: N4 Document Code: A DOI: 10.19957/j.cnki.kpezpl.2021.03.008

73



