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Application of Decoupling Theory in Regional Economic Development Research:

Knowledge Graph Analysis Based on CiteSpace

CAI Shaoling' , LI Fan®
(1. School of Economics and Trade, Foshan University, Foshan 528000, Guangdong, China;

2. School of Management, Foshan University, Foshan 528000, Guangdong, China)

Abstract: Facing global environmental and resource challenges, achieving harmonious coexistence between resources, environment and

economic development is the key to high-quality regional economic development. Using China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI) as the

data source, relevant core journal articles published from 2004 to 2023 were selected to create a knowledge graph through CiteSpace, revealing

the growth trend and hot areas of decoupling theory in regional economic development research. The importance of decoupling theory in

promoting the development of low-carbon and green industries is emphasized, and low-carbon economy, green development and circular

economy have become research hotspots. Future research should deepen empirical analysis of decoupling theory, expand its applications, and

promote multidimensional cooperation to achieve the “dual carbon” goal.

Keywords: decoupling theory; low carbon economy; research hotspots; CiteSpace; knowledge graph
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